TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

NOVEMBER 10, 2008 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor William Voyce presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Louis DiMare, Robert Hoffman and Shaun Van Doren.

William Mennen was not in attendance.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator, Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk, Michael Selvaggi, Township Attorney and Andrew Holt, Township Engineer were in attendance.

There were approximately ten members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Voyce.
2.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
3.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes.

Mr. Van Doren requested copies of the plans for bridge T36S.  He noted that an informational meeting was held regarding this bridge on 10/6/08 and the County has requested that comments on the matter to be directed to them.

Mayor Voyce noted that he has received letters of concern regarding the Fox Hill Road culvert and has a set of plans as submitted by the County.  He recommended that the DPW sub-committee work with Mr. Landon and John Glynn and a representative from the Scenic Roads Commission, RANPI and the Alliance for Historic Hamlets to discuss the matter.

Mr. Van Doren agreed with this suggestion, adding that he did not see a rush to complete the project even thought the residents of Fox Hill Road are being impacted.  He added that the County has designated Fox Hill Road as the alternate road should County Route 517 be closed in the event of accident or repair.  He opined that the Township Committee should take action (regarding this designation) and request that the alternate detour be down Lamington Road to County Route 512 onto Route 206.  Mr. Van Doren added that Fox Hill Road is not a collector road and the narrowness and curved features of the road make bus travel sometimes difficult.

Mr. DiMare agreed with the Mayor’s proposal and stated that he and Mr. Hoffman would sit with the individuals noted above as the designated DPW subcommittee members.
Following up on Mr. Van Doren’s statement regarding road detours, Mr. Hoffman stated that rerouting traffic into another municipality (Bedminster) and onto a state road (206) would be a “nightmare”.  He stated that the logistics to have this type of a detour operational would involve much manpower and Police assistance, adding that it could take over two hours to set up a detour that might only last one hour.  He noted that having a detour onto Lamington Road would mean that all roads leading to it would have to be closed, adding that many drivers do not know the back roads in the Township.

Mayor Voyce read a letter from the Kaleidoscope for Hope organization regarding the Turn the Town Teal event.

Hunterdon County Department of Health correspondence regarding outdoor wood boiler units was noted. 
4. 
Public Participation


Carol Leighton speaking for the Scenic Roads Commission thanked the Township Committee for allowing the group to participate in the discussion regarding the Fox Hill Road culvert.     
In response to a question from David Barnes, Mr. Van Doren explained that the Township is not in dire financial straits, is not going to declare bankruptcy, default on bonds or raise taxes.  He noted that there was a lot of “hype and misinformation” regarding the failed referendum question, adding that the Township has an “AA” bond rating.  Mr. Van Doren added that the Township cut the debt in half over the last five years.  He added that the Township Committee is already working on the 2009 Budget and capital allocated funds that were not used in 2008 were cancelled.  He added that the Township needs to build up the cash reserve and any future open space acquisition of farmland preservation will be carefully reviewed and all applicants may not be accepted.


Mr. Barnes noted that he attended a recent Freeholder meeting at which the Fox Hill Road culvert was discussed.  He opined that Black River Road would be a more suitable bypass road (for Route 517).  He added that the plan as presented is a bad plan and the Township should look into the matter more thoroughly.

Arnold Shapack agreed that the general public did not understand the referendum question and that is why it failed.  In response to a question from Mr. Shapack, Mr. Van Doren stated that there was no immediate plan to have the CFO come to a Township Committee meeting to discuss open space acquisition and the Township financial status.

He questioned if the matter of the Raffle License was on tonight’s agenda.

In response to a question by Mr. Shapack, the Mayor noted that the Special Use Permit Ordinance is still being discussed and will be introduced at a “later time to be determined”.

Following up on the bridge discussion, George Cassa noted that there are 25 bridges and 15 culverts in the Township and he questioned if there could be a bridge management program wherein the Scenic Roads Commission be given oversight over the bridges and culverts.  He opined that many of the structures are significant and some are historic and most have little or no protection as there is little local interest. He suggested that the next iteration of the Master Plan include bridges as it currently includes scenic roads.

Mr. Van Doren noted that the Township does not have jurisdiction over bridges and if a bridge were to be named as a scenic or historic structure, the final decision would be made by a State entity.  He noted that the County could be contacted for a proposed schedule of bridge work for 2009 along with copies of the plans.

Additional comments were made by Mr. Cassa regarding the afore mentioned meeting and the fact that he did not see any advertisement.  Mr. Van Doren noted that it was advertised and the project is a joint project between Somerset and Hunterdon Counties and he encouraged residents to come to the Municipal Building to review the plans.
John Melick questioned the intent of the failed referendum question as to whether the monies raised would be used for new open space purchases or to cover the existing debt.

Mayor Voyce explained the referendum question and how it would have functioned had it

passed.

Discussion followed regarding the matter and Mr. Melick was provided with a question and

answer sheet. 
Mr. Van Doren noted that the referendum addressed the possibility of retiring old debt and

acquiring new properties.  He added that the Township does not have to raise taxes and

reiterated that the Township is not in a fiscal crisis.

Robin Love questioned if the intent of the failed referendum question was to give the Township the opportunity to pay off debt earlier, adding that she felt it wise to pay down existing bonds without using open space tax.
Mr. Melick noted that Township groups and committees have been issued a freeze on purchases for the remainder of the year.  Mayor Voyce reiterated that the Township is not in any fiscal crisis, but is exercising caution with regard to financial matters as no one knows what the State will do in the future regarding municipalities.

Mr. Shapack questioned the impact of reducing the need to purchase additional open space if the southern area of the Township were to be placed in the Highlands preservation area.

Regarding a statement by Mr. Barnes, the matter of posting additional information on the web site was discussed.

Discussion followed regarding Mr. Barnes’ question as to what the procedure would be for the Township to take over bridge maintenance.


Mayor Voyce noted that although there would little or no cost to purchase a bridge, there would be considerable cost to owning and maintaining a bridge.

Mr. Van Doren noted that this matter was discussed earlier and the Township Committee made the decision to not take ownership of bridges.  He noted that bridge management across the State lies with the Counties and he opined that that is where it should remain.  He added that the County has always been willing to work through issues with the Township and often come to a compromise.
5.
Actions to be taken
· Ordinance Public Hearing

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance #13-2008, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Mennen.  

Ms. Brassard provided proof of publication from the 10-23-08 Hunterdon County Democrat.

In response to a question from Mr. Barnes, Mr. Selvaggi explained the reason for amending the existing Ordinance.
There being no further comments from the public, Mr. Van Doren made a motion to close the Public Hearing on Ordinance #13-2008, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None. Absent:  Mennen.    

Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of Ordinance #13-2008, seconded by Mr. DiMare. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Mennen.  

ORDINANCE NO. 13-2008

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT TITLE 5, “BUSINESS LICENSES AND REGULATIONS,” CHAPTER 5.16, “TRANSIENT MERCHANTS, PEDDLERS, SOLICITORS, CIRCUSES, ETC.,” SECTION 120, “HOURS OF SOLICITATION,” OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY TO EXTEND THE HOURS WHICH A LICENSEE MAY BE ACTIVE

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, has determined that Title 5, “Business Licenses and Regulations,” Chapter 5.16, “Transient Merchants, Peddlers, Solicitors, Circuses, etc,” Section 120, “Hours of Solicitation,” of the Code of the Township of Tewksbury shall be amended, revised and supplemented to extend the hours which a licensee may be active.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that Title 5, “Business Licenses and Regulations,” Chapter 5.16, “Transient Merchants, Peddlers, Solicitors, Circuses, etc,” Section 120, “Hours of Solicitation,” of the Code of the Township of Tewksbury shall be amended, revised and supplemented as followings:
Section 1:
5.16.120 Hours of Solicitation, prohibited conduct.

a.
The hours during which a licensee may be active in the township are from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday.  No solicitation may be conducted on Sundays or any Federal or State holiday. 

b.
No solicitor, or any person working on his behalf, shall shout, make any outcry, blow a horn or whistle, ring a bell, or use any sound device, including any loud-speaking radio or sound amplifying system, upon any of the streets, avenues, alleys, parks or other public places of the Township, or upon any private premises of the Township where sound of sufficient volume is emitted or produced there from to be capable to be plainly heard upon the streets, avenues, alleys parks or other places, for the purpose of attracting attention to the location or person permitted pursuant to this article.  
 
c. No solicitor, or person working on his behalf, shall continue to vend, sell or solicit

to an individual once that individual gives notice to the solicitor that they do not wish to be solicited by that vendor and/or solicitor.  Notice includes but is not limited to verbal communication that the individual does not wish to be be solicited, or a sign or signs prominently displayed on or near the entrance to the business or residence conspicuously stating “NO SOLICITORS”, NO SOLICITING”, or similar language of notice. 
Section 2:
All other sections of the Ordinance remain unchanged. 
Section 3: 
Severability.  The various parts, sections and clauses of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable.  If any part, sentence, paragraph, section or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby.
Section 4:
Repealer.  Any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed as to their inconsistencies only.
Section 5:
Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication as provided by law.
__________________

William Voyce

Mayor

· Quarry Presentation

Mr. Van Doren was recused from the following discussion.

Alan Grant of Mauro, Savo, Camerino & Grant and Tom Branch, Vice President of Engineering and Development for Stavola Companies presented a review of 2008 quarry activities and a preview of planned activities for 2009.
Mr. Branch opened his presentation by stating that Stavola is obligated to submit annual reports to the Township regarding the quarry on Rockaway Road.  

It was noted that 300,000 tons of material were processed in 2008:  the annual license limit is 500,000 tons, but Mr. Branch stated that that number would undoubtedly not be attained based on the current economy.

The unsafe condition on the north side of property that was created by the prior owner is referred to as the “high wall condition” and Stavola is working with the State to correct the matter. Mr. Branch noted that the area adjacent to the property to the north of the high wall needs to be mined to create a benched situation to stabilize the area.  This area will also have to be restored and completed within a five year time frame.

In 2008, the quarry began clearing the eastern quadrant and started the reclamation/correction of the high wall area.  The existing asphalt and concrete plants were removed 6-8 weeks ago and the Township inspections were favorable.

The process of removing the earth (overburden) in the high wall area has commenced and this overburden will be placed in stockpiles and used for fill to create slopes and landscaping.  The area between the upper and lower quarries (the throat) will be opened up to allow stormwater to drain into the lower quarry and still allow work to be done in the area.  Mr. Branch noted that quarry work is moving in a clockwise fashion on the property.
Additional comments were made regarding the proposed continuation of the landscaping berm which was originally identified in 2001.  The plan is for this to extend along the perimeter of the  lower quarry to  provide for a future stormwater detention basin in the lower quarry and to allow the water to drain via gravity.  Mr. Branch added that this detention basin will also provide and area for settling prior to entering into the Rockaway creek.

The matter of the proposed realignment/relocation of the driveway onto Rockaway Road to provide screening was also noted.  It was added that the realignment will also aid in screening the inner workings of quarry from Rockaway Road.

Mr. Branch noted that all documents and information are submitted to Suburban Consulting Engineers (SCE):  stormwater reporting is submitted quarterly for timely review.  There have been 13 shots in 2008 at which State and local officials were in attendance;  he added that he was not aware of any complaints from neighbors or any significant NJDEP or OSHA violations.  

In conclusion, Mr. Branch noted that the quarry will continue operating in a clockwise fashion in 2009 and the focus for the coming year is correcting the high wall condition.

Discussion followed regarding Mr. Barnes’ presumption that there would be insufficient overburden soil for use in rebuilding the high wall.

Discussion followed regarding Mr. Cassa’s question regarding water quality testing and if there is any testing done on a continuous real time basis.

In response to a question by Mr. Cassa, Mr. Branch surmised that the quarry may be productive for another 30 – 33 years.

In response to a final question from Mr. Cassa, Mr. Branch stated that Stavola would be open to discussion regarding allowing the south side of the property be available for public access, but this would have to be discussed with Readington Township. 
· Ordinance Introduction

Mr. DiMare requested that Ordinance #14-2008 not be introduced as he would like additional information on the amendment.

Mr. Van Doren returned to the meeting at this time.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to introduce Ordinance #15-2008, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: none.  Absent:  Mennen.  Abstain:  Hoffman.  

The Public Hearing is scheduled for 12/09/08 at 8:00 PM in the Mountainville meeting hall.

ORDINANCE #15-2008

TO AMEND ORDINANCE #11-2008 ENTITLED “ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING SALE OF DEVELOPMENT EASEMENT” WHICH WAS ADOPTED ON JUNE 10, 2008
# # # 
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to introduce Ordinance #16-2008, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  

The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: Hoffman.  Absent:  Mennen.  
Mr. Selvaggi opened discussion on the introduced Ordinance noting that it was being amended to comply with recently adopted Assembly Bill 500.

Mr. Hoffman expressed concern that the Ordinance did not address the status of agricultural buildings as being exempt or not exempt.
Discussion followed regarding Mr. Hoffman’s concern and Mr. Selvaggi noted that although other structures were listed as exemptions, agricultural buildings were not listed even thought they are exempt.
Mr. Hoffman reiterated that he was not comfortable introducing the Ordinance in its current form and would like specific language added.

Mr. Van Doren noted that he would amend his motion by having letter K added to the Ordinance listing “structures for agricultural use.”
Further discussion followed regarding the pros and cons of adding letter K to the Ordinance or introducing it in its current form and amending it at a later date. 
A memo from the Department of Community Affairs was distributed to Mr. Selvaggi by Mr. Melick noting that they agreed that the 2.5% did not apply to commercial farm buildings and agricultural structures.  This is based on the use group U as listed in the Uniform Construction Code.  Mr. Selvaggi stated that the Township Committee did not have to add K to the Ordinance and list it as “commercial farm buildings.”  

Mr. Van Doren stated that he would prefer the language”agricultural structure” be used.
Mr. Van Doren amended his motion to introduce Ordinance #16-2008 as amended, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Mennen.  

The Public Hearing is scheduled for 12/09/08 at 8:00 PM in the Mountainville meeting hall.

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

ORDINANCE NO. 16-2008

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE WHOSE SHORT TITLE IS

“TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ORDINANCE (2000)”
# # # 
· Consent Agenda


Mr. Landon noted that Resolution #148-2008 should be included on the Consent Agenda.
Mr. Hoffman requested that Resolution #147-2008, Authorization to have the Mayor sign the 2009 contract for St. Hubert’s Animal Welfare Center and Appointment of Katherine Erickson as assistant prosecutor for Municipal Court of North Hunterdon effective immediately thru 12/31/08

be removed from the Consent Agenda.

Mr. Van Doren requested that the minutes of 10-23-08 be removed from the Consent Agenda.

Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Mennen.

RESOLUTION #140-2008

REJECTION OF BIDS FOR CONTRACT AT 

BARTLES SITE DEVELOPMENT PHASE 3

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury sought bids for the Bartles Site Development Phase 3 (“Project”); and

WHEREAS, the bid specifications included a provision which allowed the Township of Tewksbury the right to accept or reject any and all bids received; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee subsequently determined after publicly advertising for and receiving bids that it is not economically feasible to proceed with the project at this time and seeks to reject all bids received in accordance with the provisions set forth in the bid specifications and governing law.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, after exercising sound and principled business judgment in determining that the Bartles Site Development Phase 3 project is not economically practical at this time and has concluded and agreed that all bids received by the Township shall be rejected.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township of Tewksbury, should it elect to proceed with the Project in the future shall again be required to publicly advertise for same and that no bids previously received shall be relied upon or considered.

__________________

William Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #141-2008

TO ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF A $500.00 DONATION FROM 

PSE&G VIA THE NEW JERSEY TREE FOUNDATION 

WHEREAS, a charitable donation of $500.00 was made to the Township of Tewksbury Police Department by PSE& G via the New Jersey Tree Foundation; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that this donation has been gratefully acknowledged and the monies will be used for planting utility friendly trees.

__________________

William Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #142-2008
TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO PETITION THE HIGHLANDS COUNCIL FOR PLAN CONFORMANCE 
WHEREAS, the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act (Highlands Act), N.J.S.A. 13:20-1 et seq., finds and declares that protection of the New Jersey Highlands is an issue of State level importance because of its vital link to the future of the State’s drinking water supplies and other key natural resources; and 

WHEREAS, the Highlands Act creates a coordinated land use planning system requiring the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council (Highlands Council) to prepare and adopt a Regional Master Plan for the Highlands Region and requiring that within nine to 15 months after September 8, 2008, each county and municipality located wholly or partially in the Preservation Area must submit a Petition for Plan Conformance to the Highlands Council for that portion of its jurisdiction lying within the Preservation Area; and 

WHEREAS, the Highlands Act specifies that conformance with the Regional Master Plan (Plan Conformance) requires revisions to municipal and county master plans and development regulations as applicable to the development and use of land to align them with the goals, requirements, and provisions of the Regional Master Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the Highlands Council’s Plan Conformance Guidelines require that for jurisdictions with any lands in the Preservation Area, a Notice of Intent to conform to the Regional Master Plan must be submitted to the Highlands Council as soon as practicable, but not later than February 1, 2009 and that for any lands in the Planning Area, a Notice of Intent may be submitted at any time; and 

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury lies within the Highlands Region as defined by the Highlands Act; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury believes that it is in the best interest of the Township of Tewksbury to conform to the Regional Master Plan. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury hereby provides the Highlands Council with this Notice of Intent to petition the Highlands Council for Plan Conformance for all lands lying within the Preservation Area.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Notice of Intent additionally specifies that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury intends to include all lands lying with the Planning Area in the petition. In accordance with the Highlands Council’s Plan Conformance Guidelines, this Notice of Intent is not binding with respect to lands within the Planning Area. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this Notice of Intent provides notice to the Highlands Council that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury has set a date of not later than December 8, 2009 as the target date for submission of a Petition for Plan Conformance. 

__________________

William Voyce

Mayor

                                                  RESOLUTION #143-2008

TO CANCEL STALE DATED CHECKS

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to cancel the following stale dated checks.

 

  

Ck#        
Date              

 Amount
Payee

1162

05/15/06

$150.00
Quill

2364

01/12/07

$469.64
Publick House

3459

07/13/07

$89.93

AT&T

3136

05/31/06

$252.68
M. Whitt

878

12/31/06

$734.16
M. Whitt

__________________

William Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #144-2008

SEEKING AN EXTENSION OF THE DEADLINE TO PETITION FOR SUBSTANTIVE CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE ORDER 114 AND THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE HIGHLANDS COUNCIL AND THE COUNCIL ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

WHEREAS, on September 5, 2008, Governor Corzine signed Executive Order 114 which requires the Council on Affordable Housing (COAH) and the New Jersey Highlands Council (Highlands) to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) designed to coordinate the regulations of both agencies by maximizing affordable housing opportunities while preserving critical environmental resources; and

WHEREAS, COAH and the Highlands have prepared such an MOU, which was adopted by COAH on October 29, 2008 and by the Highlands Council on October 30, 2008; and

WHEREAS, conformance with the Highlands Regional Master Plan (Plan Conformance) requires revisions to municipal and county master plans and development regulations as applicable to the development and use of land to align them with the goals, requirements, and provisions of the Regional Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, COAH regulations establish a December 31, 2008 deadline for municipalities currently under the jurisdiction of COAH to submit third round petitions for substantive certification of a municipal housing element and fair share plan; and

WHEREAS, the MOU establishes a procedure that municipalities under the jurisdiction of both COAH and the New Jersey Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act may follow to seek an extension to the December 31, 2008 deadline set by COAH for the submission of third round petitions for substantive certification of a municipal housing element and fair share plan; and

WHEREAS, the MOU provides for an extension of the December 31, 2008 deadline to December 8, 2009 for any Highlands municipality under COAH’s jurisdiction that, before December 31, 2008: 1) submits a duly adopted Notice of Intent to Petition in accordance with the Highlands Council’s Plan Conformance Guidelines; and 2) submits a duly adopted resolution notifying COAH of its intent to petition COAH no later than December 8, 2009; and

WHEREAS, on November 10, 2008 the governing body of the Township of Tewksbury adopted a resolution notifying the Highlands that the Township of Tewksbury has set has set a date of not later than December 8, 2009 as the target date for submission of a Petition for Plan Conformance.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township of Tewksbury hereby agrees that its deadline for the submission of a Housing Element and Fair Share Plan pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:96-16 is extended from December 31, 2008 to December 8, 2009; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the governing body of the Township of Tewksbury hereby directs the Municipal Clerk to immediately transmit a signed and sealed copy of this resolution to COAH; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the governing body of the Township of Tewksbury hereby directs the Municipal Clerk to immediately transmit a signed and sealed copy of the November 10, 2008 duly adopted Notice of Intent to Petition in accordance with the Highlands Council’s Plan Conformance Guidelines to COAH; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the governing body of Municipal Clerk intends to submit a petition for substantive certification of a third round Housing Element and Fair Share Plan to COAH not later than December 8, 2009.

__________________

William Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #145-2008

APPOINTING RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT


WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury (hereinafter “Local Unit”) has joined the Statewide Insurance Fund (hereinafter “Fund”), a joint insurance fund as defined in N.J.S.A. 40A:10-36 et seq.; and


WHEREAS, the Bylaws require participating members to appoint a Risk Management Consultant, as those positions are defined in the Bylaws, if requested to do so by the “Fund”; and


WHEREAS, the “Fund” has requested its members to appoint individuals or entities to that position; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of “Local Unit”, in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. Township of Tewksbury hereby appoints Groendyke Associates as its local Risk Management Consultant.

2. The Mayor and Risk Management Consultant are hereby authorized to execute the Risk Management Consultant’s Agreement for the year 2009 in the form attached hereto.

__________________

William Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #146-2008

REDEMPTION OF A TAX SALE CERTIFICATE 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make the following payments for the redemption of a tax sale certificate.

Block 
Lot

Name





CERT #
Amount

11
22
q
Carlos Merlo




07-02

486.80




P.O. Box 247





Oldwick, NJ  08858

__________________

William Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION # 148-2008

 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO SUPPORT JUDIE A. McGROREY, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER WITH REGARD TO  PRINTED COMMENTS IN THE LETTER TO THE EDITOR PRINTED IN THE OCTOBER 22, 2008 EDITION OF THE HUNTERDON REVIEW

 

WHEREAS, printed comments in the letter to the editor were published by Deputy Mayor William Mennen in the October 22, 2008 Hunterdon Review which has been deemed inappropriate, offensive and derogatory to the Chief Financial Officer of the  Township of Tewksbury; and

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee hereby supports Judie A. McGrorey, Chief Financial Officer as they feel the remarks are not reflective of the governing body’s feeling or sentiment towards the Chief Financial Officer; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Township of Tewksbury has an exemplary record of performance and is a valued Department Head and employee of the Township of Tewksbury; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee wishes to publicly support Judie A. McGrorey for her work ethic and product for the Township of Tewksbury.

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury hereby disassociates itself from the printed comments in the letter to the editor that were published by Deputy Mayor William Mennen in the October 22, 2008 Hunterdon Review and publicly supports Judie A. McGrorey, Chief Financial Officer of the Township of Tewksbury for exemplary record of performance and work ethic.

__________________

William Voyce

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 10/28/08 and 11/10/08

· Minutes of 10/14/08 

· Executive Session minutes of 10/14/08 

· Authorization to have Mayor sign Findings & Determinations for 12-11-08 Tewksbury Township Public Library Association On-Premise Raffle

· ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt Resolution #147-2008, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Mennen.  Recused:  Hoffman.
RESOLUTION #147-2008

TO APPROVE AND ACCEPT THE CALLANAN PROPERTY AT THE FAIR MARKET VALUE ESTABLISHED BY THE STATE AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AND AUTHORIZE THE SALE OF THE DEVELOPMENT EASEMENT TO THE STATE AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury (the “Township”) was the owner of property known by the street address of 22 Burrell Road, Lebanon, (Tewksbury Township) New Jersey, 08833 and known as Block 15, Lot 7 and Block 26, Lot 10, on the Tax Maps of the Township of Tewksbury in Hunterdon County, New Jersey (“Property”); and,

WHEREAS, on August 25, 2005, the Township sold the Property to Dana Callanan (Deed recorded November 30, 2005 in Deed Book 2141, Page 520); and,

WHEREAS, the Township sold the Property subject to or will be subject to a Deed of Easement to the New Jersey State Agriculture Development Committee (“SADC”) precluding any further development except for designated agriculture purposes; and,

WHEREAS, Dana Callanan agreed to cooperate with obtaining and maintaining the restrictions of the Deed of Easement, including the execution of documents; and 

WHEREAS, the Township applied to the SADC to sell a development easement and all of the nonagricultural development rights and development credits on the Property pursuant to the Agriculture Retention and Development Act, N.J.S.A. 4:1C-11 et seq., and the Garden Preservation Trust Act, N.J.S.A. 13:8C-1 et seq., (hereinafter, the “Acts”) and the regulations adopted pursuant thereto.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey as follows:

1.  The Township Committee hereby authorizes the sale of a development easement and all of the nonagricultural development rights and development credits on the Property pursuant to the Agriculture Retention and Development Act, N.J.S.A. 4:1C-11 et seq., and the Garden Preservation Trust Act, N.J.S.A. 13:8C-1 et seq., (hereinafter, the “Acts”) and the regulations adopted pursuant thereto.

2.   The Township shall receive approximately $13,200 per acre for the conveyance of the development easement; the actual value is subject to change pursuant to the final approval of the SADC.

3.  Dana Callanan will not receive compensation for her executing the Agreement and Deed of Easement as she has already purchase the property from the Township at a price which took into consideration the sale of the development rights
4.  The Mayor and Clerk of the Township of Tewksbury is hereby authorized to execute an Agreement and Deed of Easement between the Township, Dana Callanan and the SADC for the sale of the development easement.


5.  The Mayor, the Clerk of the Township, the Chief Financial Officer, and any other proper official of the Township, be and each of them is hereby authorized to execute and deliver any and all documents and instruments and to do and cause to be done any and all acts and things necessary and proper for carrying out the transactions contemplated by this Ordinance.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be sent to the State Agriculture Development Committee.   

__________________

William Voyce

Mayor

Mr. Hoffman made a motion to accept the minutes of 10/23/08, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  DiMare, Hoffman.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Mennen.  Abstain:  Van Doren, Voyce.

· Minutes of 10/23/08
Mr. Van Doren explained the reason for the appointment of Katherine Erickson.  It was added that municipalities will not have to pay for her salary.
Mr. Hoffman made a motion to appoint Katherine Erickson as assistant prosecutor for Municipal Court of North Hunterdon effective immediately thru 12/31/08, seconded by Mr. Van Doren.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes:  DiMare, Hoffman, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Mennen.  
· Appointment of Katherine Erickson as assistant prosecutor for Municipal Court of North Hunterdon effective immediately thru 12/31/08

In response to a question from Mr. Hoffman, it was noted that St. Huberts’ contract fee does increase annually, but there are no other animal control services from which to choose.  It was noted that St. Huberts is no longer taking on new municipalities as clients.  The Township Committee requested to have copies of the monthly reports.
Mr. Van Doren made a motion authorizing the Mayor to sign the 2009 contract for St. Hubert’s Animal Welfare Center, seconded by Mr. DiMare. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes:  DiMare, Hoffman, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Mennen.  
· Authorization to have Mayor sign 2009 contract for St. Hubert’s Animal Welfare Center

6.
Reports
Township Committee Sub Committee

Finance
Mr. Van Doren noted that all Township documents are open for public inspection and if the public still has questions regarding the financial state of the Township, they may view same.  He added that the Township is actively looking at changing banks. 
Public Works

Mr. DiMare noted that the Public Works Department worked well during the recent early winter storm.

Public Safety

Mr. Hoffman noted that a meeting was held with various individuals from the NJ Police Chiefs Association.

He added that the DPW worked well during the recent storm.

Mr. Hoffman, speaking for the Public Safety Committee recommended continuing with having a Chief of Police as opposed to a Director of Public Safety.  In response to a question from Mr. DiMare, Mr. Hoffman stated that the Public Safety Committee and the Township Administrator will have to work together to create guidelines for the position. 

Mr. Hoffman made a motion to continue with having a Chief of Police and to work towards creating the appropriate guidelines, seconded by Mr. Van Doren.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Hoffman, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  DiMare.  Absent:  Mennen.  
Education/Community Affairs
Mayor Voyce noted that the Harvest Festival was cancelled for 2008 and the food purchased for the event were donated to the Flemington Food Pantry.

A representative from the State Forestry Board will be in attendance at an upcoming Township Committee meeting.

It was added that the Board of Education has stated that they do not need the Pascale house located on the school property and may look at having outside groups utilize the structure. 

Brush clean up week is scheduled for the week of November 17, 2008.
Township Attorney

It was noted that the Combe Landfill litigation is drawing to a close.

Mr. Selvaggi had nothing additional to report in open session.
Township Administrator 
Mr. Landon had nothing to report in open session.

7.
Public Participation

Mr. Melick reiterated his concern with the existing Open Space Tax and how the monies were utilized.  He opined that the money could have been better managed, likening the Township to the Governor of the State.

Mr. Cassa questioned when the Quarry Ordinance would be introduced.

Mr. Barnes noted information distributed regarding tree planting around the Township.

Carmen Natale noted that trees that are planted on Arbor Day need to be maintained and the DPW needs to be involved.

8.
Township Committee Comments

In response to a question from Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Landon stated that he would coordinate a meeting to discuss the status of the culvert on Fox Hill Road. 
Mayor Voyce noted that appointments for 2009 will have to be discussed at an upcoming meeting.

It was added that the 11/25/08 meeting will be an Executive Session to discuss appointments.

9.
Executive Session

At  9:30 PM Mr. DiMare moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Mennen.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Mennen.  

.  

RESOLUTION #149-2008
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Personnel and Pending Litigation.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

10.
Reconvened
The meeting reconvened at 9:55 PM.

It was stated that the Quarry Ordinance will not be introduced tonight, but will be on an agenda in 2009.
11.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:00 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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