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ORDINANCE NO. 14-2009

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY,

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND

CERTAIN SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 12.22.010, et seq. ENTITLED “SCENIC ROADS”


WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, has previously adopted an ordinance known as the “Tewksbury Township Scenic Roads Ordinance” in 1996 which, among other things, established the Scenic Roads Commission; and


WHEREAS, the ordinance authorized the Scenic Roads Commission to identify scenic and historic roads in the Township and offer recommendations to the governing body and the Township’s Land Use Board to protect, enhance and rehabilitate said scenic roads; and


WHEREAS, the Scenic Roads Commission believes that its jurisdiction should extend and include identifying and protecting bridges located along scenic roads; and


WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury has agreed with said recommendations and believes that certain sections of Chapter 12.22 entitled “Scenic Roads” should be amended to accordingly.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, that Chapter 12.22 entitled, “Scenic Roads” is hereby amended to be entitled, “Scenic Roads and Bridges”, and that this chapter be further amended as follows with all other sections not referenced below remaining unchanged:

Sections:

12.22.010
Short title.

12.22.020
Purposes.

12.22.030
Definitions.

12.22.040
General provisions.

12.22.050
Identification of scenic roads. (Unchanged)

12.22.060
Procedures for designation and acceptance of a scenic road. (Unchanged)

12.22.070
Alterations and plan review.

12.22.080
Rights of landowners. (Unchanged)

12.22.090
Validity. (Unchanged)

12.22.010
Short title.


The ordinance codified in this chapter may be known as the “Tewksbury Township Scenic Roads and Bridges Ordinance (2009).” (Ord. 19-96 § 1)

12.22.020
Purposes.


The purpose of this chapter is to protect and enhance the public health, safety, and welfare, and the quality of life in Tewksbury Township, by identifying scenic roads and bridges and encouraging their preservation and maintenance. The goals of this chapter are:


A.
To identify a township-wide network of scenic and historic roads and bridges;


B.
To protect, enhance, and, where appropriate, rehabilitate the aesthetic, cultural, and historic features of Tewksbury Township’s scenic roads and bridges, as so identified and listed in the records of Tewksbury Township;


C.
To fulfill the goals and objectives of the State Development and Redevelopment Plan (SDRP), which was adopted in 1992 by the state Planning Commission pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:18A-196 et seq.;


D.
To enhance and protect the natural and visual values of these scenic and historic corridors by promoting the management of new growth and development in ways that complement the historic values associated with these corridors;


E.
To establish safe and visually attractive corridors for the pursuit of passive recreation so important to the maintenance of the quality of life;


F.
To ensure that the pastoral and rustic beauty and historic characteristics of the township may be enjoyed in the present and in the years to come;


G.
To discourage and prevent pollution of air, water, and land and other degradation of these important scenic and historic resources. (Ord. 19-96 § 2)

12.22.030
Definitions.


A.
General Intent. Any word or term not defined shall be used with a meaning of standard usage for the context in which the word is used.


B.
Words and Terms Defined.


“Right-of-way” means the total width and length of the servitude imposed, or granted, by law to the township or other public body, for street, road or utility purposes.


“Scenic road” means a road that has been identified as scenic in Section 5.1 of the Tewksbury Township master plan, Hunterdon County, New Jersey, dated November as amended to March 6, 1996; and/or identified by action of the Tewksbury Township scenic roads and bridges commission, according to the criteria contained in this chapter. (Ord. 19-96 § 3)


“Scenic bridge” a scenic bridge is a manmade structure of no specified minimum span or ownership supports the travel lane (or lanes) of a scenic road, as defined above, where it crosses a watercourse, another right-of-way, or other abrupt declivity in the terrain.

12.22.040
General provisions.


A.
Administration. It shall be the responsibility of the Tewksbury Township committee to administer this chapter and to make its provisions known, on a regular basis, to employees, boards and commissions in the township, to volunteer groups, such as fire and first aid units, to the utility companies serving the community, and to providers of such services as cable television and mobile telephones.


B.
Tewksbury Township Scenic Roads and Bridges Commission.


1.
The Tewksbury Township scenic roads and bridges commission (hereafter referred to as “commission”) shall consist of five regular and two alternate members. All members must be township residents and shall serve without compensation. The regular members will be appointed as Class1, 2, 3 and 4 members; Class 1 will have an appropriate historic related background, Class 2 will have a background in landscape design or landscape architecture. The Class 3 member shall consist of any member of another township board, committee or commission. There shall be two Class 4 members who shall be interested citizens of the township. The terms of the members first appointed under this ordinance shall be so determined that, to the greatest practicable extent, the expiration of the terms shall be distributed, in the case of regular members, evenly over the first three years after their appointment, and in the case of alternate members, evenly over the first two years after their appointment, provided that the initial term of no regular members shall exceed three years and that the initial term of no alternate member shall exceed two years. Thereafter, the term of a regular member shall be three years, and the term of an alternate member shall be two years. A vacancy occurring for any reason, except by reason of expiration of the member’s term of office, shall be filled for the balance of the term only.


Upon adoption of the ordinance codified in this chapter, effective January 1, 2008, all commission members will be appointed by the township committee.


2.
The township committee shall appoint all members of the commission and shall designate at the time of appointment the regular members, and chair, and shall designate the alternate members as “Alternate No. 1” and “Alternate No. 2.”


3.
The commission shall elect a vice-chairman and secretary from its members.


4.
Alternate members may participate in discussions of the proceedings but may not vote except in the absence or disqualification of a regular member. A vote shall not be delayed in order that a regular member may vote instead of an alternate member. In the event that a choice must be made as to which alternate member is to vote, Alternate No. 1 shall vote. A quorum shall consist of three members of the commission.


5.
The township committee may remove any member of the commission for cause, on written charges served upon the member and after a hearing thereon before the township committee if requested in writing by the member.


6.
The commission shall meet monthly. Notice of commission meetings shall be given in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and at or prior to such time, notice of the meeting shall be given to all commission members. It shall be the function of the commission to:
a. Respond to applications to identify a road as a scenic road or to remove a township road from the status of a scenic road;  


b.
Review conditions on and usage of roads identified as scenic roads;


c.
Hear the comments of citizens of the township regarding roads identified as scenic roads;


d.
Respond to scenic road questions referred to the commission by the township committee, land use board, environmental commission, historic preservation commission, parks committee, board of health and the general public;


e.
Comply with land use board requests for review and comment on applications for development along scenic roads and with township committee requests to review and comment on routine road maintenance for alterations or improvements to scenic roads within thirty (30) days of receipt;


f.          Receive and review bridge maintenance, repair and replacement proposals from the Hunterdon County engineer or other authority having jurisdiction over the management of public bridges on scenic roads, and provide comments and recommendations to the Township Committee and the Township’s Land Use Board.  If deemed appropriate, the Township Committee and/or Land Use Board shall forward the commission’s comments and recommendations to the Hunterdon County Engineer or other authority having jurisdiction.


7.
The commission shall issue copies of minutes of all meetings to the municipal clerk, in a timely manner upon adoption. (Ord. 16-2007 § 1; Ord. 19-96 § 4)





****************************

12.22.070 Alteration and Plan Review


Prior to commencing alterations on scenic roads and bridges the Township Committee shall refer the proposed project to the commission for comment. Such referral shall be accompanied by a copy of the plans for the project if they have then been developed. The commission shall consider the referral at a public meeting, and shall make written recommendations to the township committee regarding the project within thirty (30) days of receipt. Such recommendations shall be accompanied by written findings of fact adopted by the commission, and shall be transmitted by the secretary of the commission to the township clerk for presentation to the township committee. 


The township committee will consider the recommendation of the commission and will act to preserve the scenic characteristics of the road and bridges, but shall not be bound by any of the commission’s recommendations.


Routine road maintenance or improvements necessary for public safety shall be exempt from this regulation. (Ord. 16-2007 § 5, Ord. 19-96 § 7)

                                    *****************************************            

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and adoption and publication in accordance with the law.

ATTEST:




Township of Tewksbury Committee




________________________

By: ____________________________

Roberta Brassard        Clerk


Louis DiMare              Mayor    
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