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	Sally Ike – Chairman

Dana Desiderio – Vice Chairman

Don Broughton

Cynthia Clover

Nancy Mahevich

Richard Pye
	TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP EQUESTRIAN COMMITTEE

	
	PROJECT STATUS & MEETING MINUTES, JULY 26, 2006


Present for the meeting:  Sally Ike, Chairman, Don Broughton, Nancy Mahevich, Richard Pye

Tewksbury Trail Association (TTA) President Jeff Roberts and Trails Chairman Karen Broughton were also present to report on TTA activities.

Not present:  Dana Desiderio, Vice Chairman, Cynthia Clover

Mrs. Ike noted that a quorum was present.  The meeting was brought to order at 7:30 pm.

APPROVAL of MINUTES, APRIL 18, JUNE 28, 2006 – Mrs. Mahevich made a motion that the Minutes from meetings held on April 18 and June 28, 2006 should be accepted.  Mr. Pye seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion.  The motion passed unanimously.

TEWKSBURY TRAIL ASSOCIATION – A majority of the meeting was spent hearing reports from Mr. Roberts and Mrs. Broughton on the TTA activities and plans.  In response to a question from Mrs. Ike, Mr. Roberts replied that there are approximately 100 members in TTA.  He added that TTA is working hard to promote good landowner relationships, educate riders about proper trail etiquette, offer educational programs for the community-at-large, and encourage youth participation.

Mr. Roberts stated that TTA’s philosophy is that members have trail access only through the generosity of landowners and that this message is stressed to all members.  He described the efforts made to establish and maintain good landowner relations:  

· Landowners are visited by selected TTA Board members who ask permission for TTA members to have access to trails on the landowner’s property.  Details are worked out according to the landowner’s needs. 

· Landowners are 

· Sent a note after the visit; 

· Given a year-end gift as a thank-you; and

· Invited to the TTA Christmas Party.

In addition to trail rides scheduled each Sunday, which also serve to educate members about trails, TTA activities include the Annual Trail Pace (approximately 200 entries @ $35 per horse) which functions at the association’s major fundraiser.  This year, 30% of the profits will be donated to the Township’s Fire Department and First Aid Squad.  The balance is used to pay Association expenses, e.g. the Association’s $3 million liability insurance policy.  This year’s Trail Pace will be held on September 10th.  

Mrs. Broughton noted that TTA consciously does not distribute maps to anyone, believing that the best way to learn trails is to ride them.  With this system, new members are also taught proper trail etiquette. 

Plans for the future include

· TTA website, which would include information about any equine activities/businesses, etc. in the Township.

· A workshop (tentatively schedule for October 28th at Somerset Hills Handicapped Riders), which could include presentations on the following subjects:

· Sports psychologist;

· Shoeless farrier;

· Physiotherapist;

· Animal psychic, etc.

· Inclusion of youth Board members.

BROCHURE UPDATE – Mrs. Ike reported that she has sent Ken Carberry an email asking that he send a draft of the brochure to her as soon as one is available.  The Committee noted that, since they do not expect to complete this project until yearend, it is not time-sensitive.  

Mrs. Mahevich will follow up with Mr. Carberry.  

JUMPS AT CHRISTIE HOFFMAN FARM – Mrs. Ike reported that, as discussed during the June 28, 2006 meeting, she has asked cross country jump builder and local resident Morgan Rowsell to evaluate the jumps at CHF and develop a priority list for repair as well as quotes for each jump.  She will report back to the Committee at the next meeting.

Mr. Roberts stated that, while TTA couldn’t commit any funds until after September’s Trail Pace, it is possible some funding could be available to help afterward.  He also asked the Committee to consider construction of several 6’x8’ open turnouts at Christy Hoffman Farm, so that riders wishing to picnic there wouldn’t have to put their horses back on the trailers.

SIGNS – Mr. Pye reported that there are two signs available that could be used to educate the public about the recently enacted laws regarding the 25 mph speed limit when horses are present and the requirement for motorists to stop when a rider signals them to do so:

· Posters and flyers (“Give Us the Brake!”) are available free of charge as a download from the New Jersey Equine Science Center website www.esc.rutgers.edu. 

· Road signs can be made by Seely Signs (same company already used by Tewksbury Township).  They are available in two sizes:

· 24”x30” - $30.70 each

· Smaller - $11.05 each.

Mr. Pye suggested that signs should initially be posted on the main roads entering the Township (perhaps 10 needed?).  The next step could be posting them at major trail crossings.  

Mt. Pye will call Township Committee member George Tauber to discuss the possibility of the Township buying the signs, and will report back to the Committee at our next meeting.  

WELCOME BASKET – A short discussion ensued regarding the history of the Welcome Basket, i.e. the project started with the Equestrian Committee, who made the decision early this year to pass it along to the Communications Committee because the scope of the project was broader than equestrian interests, and should be handled by that committee.

Mrs. Ike reported that Communications Committee Chairman Julia Lowe has indicated to her that the Welcome Basket was on their agenda for their next meeting, but she has not had an update.

HARVEST FESTIVAL – A short discussion ensued regarding the Harvest Festival and the opportunities this activity represents to educate the public about Tewksbury Township.  As noted in the June 28, 2006 Minutes, Ms. Desiderio will contact Parks Committee Chairman to indicate the Equestrian Committee’s interest again this year.
HORSE CENSUS – A short discussion ensued regarding whether or not it would be possible to conduct a horse census in Tewksbury Township.  Those present were in agreement on the value such a survey would be, so that the impact the horse community has within the Township could be documented, but acknowledged the difficulty in obtaining the information.

Mrs. Ike reported that the New Jersey Equine Survey has recently been distributed by the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service, which might be gathering the same sort of information the Equestrian Committee is looking for.

Mrs. Mahevich will contact NJDA employee and staff liason for the NJ Equine Advisory Board Lynn Mathews to ask for more information about the NJ Equine Survey and will report back to the Committee at the next meeting.

2006 MEETING SCHEDULE – After a short discussion, there was agreement to cancel the meeting scheduled for August 23rd.  The meeting schedule for the balance of the year will remain the same.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. Sally Ike

2006 MEETINGS

(4th Wednesday of each month, except for March, April, May, November and December)

January 25

February 22

March 22

April 18

April 26

May 24
June 28

July 26

August 23

September 27

October 25

November 29
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