TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

APRIL 14, 2009 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor Louis DiMare presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members Robert Hoffman, William Mennen, Shaun Van Doren and William Voyce.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator, Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk, Andrew Holt, Township Engineer and Michael Selvaggi, Township Attorney were in attendance.

There were approximately forty members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor DiMare.
2.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
3.
Public Participation
Jon Holt reported on the 3/31/09 meeting with the BPU to discuss the JCP&L substation matter.  He surmised that the staff and commissioners will rely mainly on expert testimony and requested that the Township Committee authorize the hiring of Dr. Harry Carter to speak on the safety issues related to the proposed site.
Mr. Holt opined that the site is not suitable for the substation and the 300 foot danger zone as described by Dr. Carter would not be allowable at this site.

Mary Kalb explained how her home is situated relative to the proposed substation and how her property value would decline.  She stressed the safety issues and urged the Township Committee to utilize the services of Dr. Carter. 
Mayor DiMare noted that the matter is currently in litigation and no Township Committee comments could be made during open session.

Don Storms stated that he would like to address the issue of parking buses at the Tewksbury Elementary School.  It was stated that he should attend the upcoming meeting on 4-28-09 and provide the Clerk with information to distribute to the Committee.

Mr. Mennen noted that this matter was recently discussed on site and there is a time constraint regarding the matter.  Further comment will be made during the Township Committee comment portion of the meeting.
Gloria Hernick presented a copy of a letter that was sent to Senator Oroho to the Committee for their review.
Jerry Kalb stated that a site walk will be held on site on 4/17/09 and invited the members of the Committee to attend if properly noticed.
4. 
Actions to be taken
· Ordinance Public Hearing

Upon advice of the Township Attorney, Mayor DiMare left the room and was recused from the following discussion. 

Mr. Van Doren was recused from the following discussion as he sits on several boards that are in attendance tonight in opposition to the Ordinance.  He stated that he would sit in the audience and participate in the discussion.
Deputy Mayor Hoffman chaired the meeting. 

Mr. Mennen made a motion to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance #07-2009, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Hoffman, Mennen, Voyce.  Nays:  none. Recused:  DiMare, Van Doren.
Ms. Brassard provided proof of publication from the 03/19/09 Hunterdon County Democrat.

Ted Koven opined that the Ordinance is too much and that local government and volunteer groups should not receive preferential treatment over Township citizens.  He added that the Ordinance looks “like a vendetta” and is too intrusive.

Kurt Rahenkamp read from a prepared statement from the Tewksbury Historical Society in opposition to the Ordinance.

Tom Schroth echoed the statements of the prior speakers, adding that the Ordinance is over regulating and intrusive and he stated his opposition to the Ordinance.

Alice Walters opined that the proposed Ordinance does not fit with Tewksbury and there is no history of problems in the Township.
Dick Walters noted that he was taught that “government was to provide for the common good” and he did not see how this Ordinance was doing so.  He added that the Ordinance is too intrusive.
Peter Melick agreed with statements previously stated adding that he is sympathetic to the Burd family with regard to their summer concerts.  He commented on the various groups that could receive a waiver from the Township Administrator, adding that this could be an infringement on an individuals’ first amendment right.

He added that the Agricultural Advisory Committee would like to receive Ordinances for review prior to the scheduled Public Hearings.

Charles Hildebrandt noted that he has a business that often times draws over fifty persons at a time.  He questioned as to “where is the line drawn” with regard to who must have a permit and who can receive a waiver.
Shaun Van Doren noted that he has been on the Township Committee for twelve years and was not giving up his constitutional right to speak against the Ordinance as a member of the public.  He opined that the proposed Ordinance would negatively affect non-profits and businesses and he recommended that the Committee vote down the Ordinance.
Leroy Lance stated that any Ordinance that is harmful to something dear and indigenous to the Township is a bad thing.
Phil Kane opined that the Ordinance was not necessary.  He reminded everyone present that the School Board election is next Tuesday 4/21/09.

Arnold Shapack stated that he did not know if the Ordinance was the correct vehicle to address the issue related to concerts at the Burd farm.  He opined that the concerts are a good thing and they should be allowed to continue.  

Irene Preston stated that the various Township volunteer groups give back substantial funds to local organizations and the Ordinance would have a bad impact.
Don Broughton noted that the Trail Pace would have to request information from all of the affected property owners and he felt that this would not be fair.  He agreed that the various non-profit groups help the municipality and the Ordinance would be a hindrance.

Fred Fania stated that he has known the Burd family for 28 years since moving from Essex County.  He suggested that there should be another way to allow the Burd concerts to continue.

John Melick stated that government should be shrinking and this Ordinance was unnecessary.  He urged the Committee to vote it down.
Dominick Depinto stated that this Ordinance looked like a “big city Ordinance” and did not see the need.  He added that very often there are private garden parties with over 50 participants.
Chris Wade stated that he has known the Burds for over 30 years and they should be allowed to hold their county music concerts.
John young stated his agreement with Mr. Melick, adding that the Township Committee should find a way to deal with making the Burds happy.  He added that this Ordinance would be overreaching.

Deputy Mayor Hoffman thanked the audience for their participation and expressing their opinions and concerns.  He added that Ordinances are not introduced for only one purpose.  He thanked the members of the audience for their valid points regarding content and wording and urged the public to attend more meetings more often.

Mr. Mennen made a motion to close the Public Hearing on Ordinance #07-2009, seconded by Dr. Voyce. The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Hoffman, Mennen, Voyce.  Nays:  none. Recused:  DiMare, Van Doren.

There being no motion to adopt Ordinance #07-2009, the Ordinance died.  Ordinance #07-2009 was not adopted.
Mayor DiMare and Mr. Van Doren returned to the meeting at this time.

· Ordinance Introduction

Dr. Voyce moved to introduce Ordinance #08-2009, seconded by Mr. Mennen.   The motion was approved.  Ayes:  DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Voyce.  Nays:  none. Abstain:  Van Doren.

The Public Hearing will be held on 5/12/09 at 7:30 PM.

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

 COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

ORDINANCE # 08-2009

AN ORDINANCE TO FUND THE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE OLDWICK SEWER

· Consent Agenda


Mr. Hoffman requested that Resolution #70-2009 and the authorization to have Mayor sign the Intermunicipal Agreement with Washington Township for the Fairmount Fire Company be removed from the Consent Agenda.

He requested that the following authorization be granted 

· Authorization to have Municipal Clerk sign application for NJ State Firemen’s Association Membership Application for Andrew Sternick – Fireman

Mr. Mennen moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #64-2009

REDEMPTION OF A TAX SALE CERTIFICATE 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make the following payments for the redemption of a tax sale certificate.

Block 
Lot

Name





CERT #
Amount

31
25

Park Finance LLC



07-04

15,523.50



P.O. Box 109




premium
     500.00



Cedar Knolls, NJ  07927


 

16,023.50

__________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

RESOLUTION #65-2009

TO ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF A $250.00 DONATION FROM 

SIGNE AND SCOTT SOULES TO THE 

TEWKSBURY POLICE DEPARTMENT 

WHEREAS, a charitable donation of $250.00 was made to the Tewksbury Police Department by Signe and Scott Soules.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that this donation has been gratefully acknowledged and the monies will be used to fund the purchase of fire extinguishers for the Police vehicles.

__________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

RESOLUTION #66-2009

ARBOR DAY 2009

WHEREAS, in 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture that a special day be set aside for the planting of trees; and
WHEREAS, this holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more than a million trees in Nebraska; and
WHEREAS, 2009 marks the 137th Anniversary of Arbor Day, which is now observed throughout the nation and the world; and

WHEREAS, trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, cut heating and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce life-giving oxygen and provide habitat for wildlife; and
WHEREAS, trees are a renewable resource providing paper, wood for homes, fuel for fires and countless other products; and

WHEREAS, trees in our township increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of our business area and beautify our community; and
WHEREAS, wherever they are planted, trees are a source of joy and spiritual renewal; and
WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury and the Tewksbury Township Forestry Advisory Board will hold a public celebration and tree planting at the Tewksbury Elementary School at 10:00 AM on April 24, 2009, to mark this occasion.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby proclaims Friday, April 24, 2009, as the 137th Anniversary Celebration of Arbor Day, in the Township of Tewksbury, and urge all Township residents to celebrate Arbor Day and support the efforts to protect the trees and woodlands; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all citizens are urged to plant trees to gladden the heart and promote the well-being of this and future generations.

___________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

	RESOLUTION #67-2009

LONGEVITY

	Police Department
	
	

	Timothy Barlow
	Sergeant
	6% of Base Pay 

	Wayne Beam
	Patrolman 1st Class
	4% of Base Pay 

	Thomas Conrad
	Patrolman 1st Class
	6% of Base Pay

	Daniel Geiger
	Sergeant
	6% of Base Pay

	Matthew Krok
	Patrolman 1st Class
	6% of Base Pay 

	Vincent Mankowski
	Patrolman 1st Class
	4% of Base Pay 

	Michael Scotti
	Patrolman 1st Class
	2% of Base Pay 


__________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

RESOLUTION #68-2009

OVARIAN CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

WHEREAS ovarian cancer, the fifth most common cause of cancer fatality in the United States, is a serious and under-recognized threat to women’s health across New Jersey and the nation; and 

WHEREAS, ovarian cancer causes more deaths than any other cancer of the female reproductive system; and

WHEREAS, there will be an estimated 25,000 new cases of ovarian cancer diagnosed in the United Stated and an estimated 16,000 deaths of women already stricken by ovarian cancer in 2009; and

WHEREAS, ovarian cancer is treatable when detected early, before it has spread beyond the ovaries, and at this stage the 5-year survival rate can be 95%; and 

WHEREAS, there is no screening test currently for the early detection of ovarian cancer; and

WHEREAS, increased public awareness of this disease, its risk factors and its subtle symptoms may save lives as women across New Jersey and their doctors learn to recognize the warning signs of ovarian cancer, which are often the only early indications of illness; and

WHEREAS, increased awareness of the symptoms and risk factors of ovarian cancer will enhance chances of early detection and survival from the disease; and

WHEREAS, the Northern New Jersey National Ovarian Cancer Coalition will   promote ovarian cancer awareness activities during the month of September and encourage every New Jersey woman to be educated about the symptoms and risk factors of ovarian cancer; and 

WHEREAS, more ovarian cancer research can help to develop reliable diagnostics, better therapies and prevention strategies thereby offering women in New Jersey each year the opportunity to win their battle for life against this most deadly of all gynecologic cancers.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee does hereby proclaim September as OVARIAN CANCER AWARENESS MONTH in the Township of Tewksbury.
__________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

RESOLUTION #69-2009

REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF TAXES 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make the following refund for overpayment of taxes.

Block 
Lot

Name



Address


Amount

14
17.11

Charles T. Todd Jr.

1 Whitenack Road

4,553.94




Carol Rusert


Califon, NJ  07830




__________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor
MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 

· Minutes of 3/24/09

· Correspondence List

· Authorization to have Municipal Clerk sign application for NJ State Firemen’s Association Membership Application for Daniel Holmes – Jr. Fireman

· Authorization to have Municipal Clerk sign application for NJ State Firemen’s Association Membership Application for Mike Nerone – Jr. Fireman

· Authorization to have Municipal Clerk sign Application for Special Permit for Social Affair for 5/16/09 TEF Barn Dance to be held at the Brady Life Camp

· Authorization to have Municipal Clerk sign Application for Special Permit for Social Affair for 5/29/09 Friends of Matheny event to be held at the Brady Life Camp

· Authorization to have Mayor sign Findings and Determinations for raffle  for 5/29/09 Friends of Matheny event to be held at the Brady Life Camp

Mr. Mennen requested copies of items ‘v’, ‘d’ and “ff” from the Correspondence List.

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of Resolution #70-2009 and authorization to have Mayor sign Intermunicipal Agreement with Washington Township for the Fairmount Fire Company, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  Hoffman.
RESOLUTION #70-2009

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP OF WASHINGTON AND THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

WHEREAS, the Township of Washington (Morris County) and the Township of Tewksbury (Hunterdon) wish to continue the Intermunicipal Agreement for fire fighting services with the Fairmount Volunteer Fire Company for an additional four (4) year period effective 01/01/2009 – 12/31/2012.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Mayor to sign the Intermunicipal Agreement between the Township of Washington (Morris County) and the Township of Tewksbury (Hunterdon) for services related to the Fairmount Volunteer Fire Company.   

__________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

5.
Reports

· Sidewalks in Oldwick
Following is information presented by Andrew Holt on the repair to the existing Oldwick sidewalks.

· Phase I is sidewalk improvements along Church Street to Miller Avenue to Route 517 and along the east side of Route 517 to Joliet Street.

· The plan is to repair and replace deficient portions and create missing links in order to create a pedestrian circulation route as opposed to intermittent sidewalks.

· The length of the Phase I improvements is 1260’.

· Some deficient curbing on Route 517 and drainage work may be necessary.
· The preliminary design would cost $150,000 and there is $148,500 available in federal grant money.

·  Authorization from State Historic Preservation Office, local Historic Preservation Commission and the County Engineering Department would be needed.

· Property owner coordination and detailed communication would be done.

· On site construction should take 4-6 weeks.
· The goals and benefits of repairing and replacing the deficient sidewalks is to promote safety, remove obstructions, and to continue the pedestrian circulation in the village.

· The driveway crossings would be addressed, ADA compliance would be achieved specifically at corners, grading at intersections would be improved and the widths of the sidewalks would be unified.
· The unique village character would be maintained by retaining the different pathways and materials.

· The uneven surfaces and steps would be addressed so as to create a smooth sidewalk surface for impaired pedestrian travel.

· A report done by Historian Dennis Bertland would be followed in order to try not to drastically change the landscape, to leave the existing sidewalks that are in adequate condition, to keep the trees and other hardscape and to maintain the variety and character of the village and the historic features unless in conflict with safety.
· The proposed material is stamped tinted concrete for the new surfaces that could be stamped to look like fieldstone or slate.  The concrete is more durable and requires less maintenance and is a good long term investment for the Township.

· A tour of Miller Avenue was held via photos.

Mr. Mennen recused himself from the discussion as the project would require input and signing off by the County Engineering Department.

In response to a question by Dr. Voyce, it was stated that the funds for the project are covered by the federal grant.

Further discussion followed regarding how to transition different surface types.  It was noted that the life expectancy for stamped concrete is 50+ years.
Mr. Van Doren stressed that he did not want to see a ribbon of concrete in the village, adding that he felt individual property owners should have the final say as to the type of material utilized for their portion of the sidewalk.  He noted that he would like to see blue stone used as it would make accessibility to the sewer lines located beneath the sidewalks easier.

Mr. Hoffman agreed with the need to mimic the character of the existing sidewalks adding that he would not like to see any major trees removed during the process.

Mayor Dimare questioned if repair to the curbing that has deteriorated would be covered by the grant funding.  Mr. Landon stated that he would double check the language of the grant.

Mayor DiMare stated that the sub-committee made it clear that sidewalks would be replaced with in kind material and it would be the homeowner’s choice.  Comment was made regarding a property on Church Street with an existing retaining wall and the hope that the proposed sidewalk would not necessitate moving the wall.

Regarding the above noted property, Mr. Van Doren suggested moving the No Parking zone so as to avoid disruption to the wall.
Hillary Prouty stated that she had a petition signed by 70 residents, all of whom were opposed to sidewalks on Church Street.  She admitted that the sidewalks need to be repaired and/or replaced and made ADA compliant, but she felt this should be done on Main Street (CR 517) to the Bartles site.  Ms. Prouty noted certain missing links on Church Street and specific specimen trees that should not be damaged.

She noted that she received authorization to build a retaining wall in the right-of-way in 1998 and to have it removed for sidewalks would adversely impact her property.  She advised that the side streets should be left with their quirks, steps and different materials and the grant money should be used for Main Street.

Ms. Prouty opined that there has not been a significant increase in the number of pedestrians on Church Street in the past 16 years and the Committee should not “mess with something that works”.  It was added that Church Street is the widest street in the Township.  In closing, Ms. Prouty opined that the public has not been adequately informed of the possible work to be done on the sidewalks in Oldwick.

Tom Dillon echoed comments made by Ms. Prouty adding that an earlier sidewalk discussion was held two years ago and the public was not kept adequately informed. He opined that the ADA information presented by the Engineer was incorrect and the subcommittee should look at such components as slope, handrail installation and sidewalk width.  He added that work will undoubtedly need to be done on drainage issues.  

In closing, Mr. Dillon noted that the Township is in a “financial situation” and if the is done, it should be held to the amount of available funding from the Federal grant.
In response to a question by Tom Schroth, Mr. Holt stated that if Federal grant money is used, ADA standards will have to be met.  

In response to an additional question by Mr. Schroth, Mayor DiMare noted that the sidewalk discussion has been ongoing for longer than two years and the original proposal to construct and connect existing sidewalks from the Bartles site to the Library was rejected.  As a result of this rejection, a subcommittee was formed, one meeting was held and the consensus of the subcommittee was to refocus the project to look at existing sidewalks in need of repair.  Tonight’s’ presentation by the Township Engineer is the first formal feedback from the Engineer since the meeting held in 2006.
In response to a question by Tina White , Mr. Holt stated that this project is being referred to as Phase 1, but there are no further phases planned.
Mr. Van Doren noted that he thought members from Zion Lutheran Church came to the Township Committee in 2000 requesting new sidewalks on Church Street so the parishioners could safely walk to church. 
Ms. White noted that many parishioners don’t even live in Oldwick and they should be asked to fund the sidewalk themselves.
Mr. Van Doren noted that the grant was applied for in 2005 and the Township has 5 years to use the funds.  He reiterated that he would hate to see concrete in the village.
Shelby Mellick opined that if the sewer lines are located under the sidewalks, it would not be prudent to utilize concrete for sidewalk construction.

She noted that a Scenic Roads Commission meeting was held recently and they discussed the possibility of closing Church Street to through traffic on Sunday mornings so the parishioners could safely walk to church.  She stressed that she did not want to see the Federal government involved as they would dictate what could be done in the village.  Ms. Mellick suggested using slate for the sidewalks.  Additional questions were raised regarding who owns and cares for the sidewalks.

In response to a question by Fawn Hildreth, Mr. Holt noted that the sidewalks on the other side of Church Street were addressed at the meeting two years ago and the consensus was not to repair them.

In response to a question by Ms. HIldreth, Mr. Selvaggi stated that a tax credit could not be given to individual home owners for repair to their sidewalks.
Jay Wieder property chair for Zion Lutheran Church questioned who the responsible party is for sidewalk maintenance, adding that many of the sidewalks are in need of repair.
Donna Lance noted that the sidewalk damage on Main Street was caused by the County road work that was done and they should be the responsible party for repair work.  She noted that she posed the question to the Committee during the last sidewalk discussion as to who would fix the sidewalk and did not receive an answer.  She opined that “as an educator, she would never pass up a grant opportunity”, suggesting the Committee use the funds in a mindful manner.  She opined that if the Township plans on changing the varying levels and widths of sidewalks in the village, the owners should be notified prior to work commencing.

Mrs. Lance stated that she had no major concerns with the sidewalks on Church Street, adding that she shovels her own sidewalks. 
In response to a question by Ted Koven, Mr. Holt said he did not know the cost of utilizing slate instead of pressed concrete.  He stressed that the sidewalks should be repaired in order to be safer to the public, adding that the sidewalks on Church Street should definitely be repaired.

Stephanie Koven stated that they own rental property on Church Street and remembered when there used to be sidewalks on Church Street, but overgrown grass and bushes and inadequate maintenance changed that.  She added that there are many families and children in the village and the vehicles travel too quickly.  Additional comments were made regarding safety issues, church membership and the possibility of installing a light on the corner of Church Street and CR 517.  She added that sidewalks on Main Street to the Bartles site would also be effective. 
In response to a question by Chris Teasdale, Mr. Holt stated that excavation for a sidewalk would have to be 8” deep.  It was added that the width could be 2’8” per ADA standards.
Greg Storms questioned the remaining amount of the Federal grant, adding that no additional funds should be used. 
It was noted that the linear feet could change if the surface material changed from stamped concrete to another material.  Mr. Koven suggested adopting a local improvement Ordinance.
In response to a question from David Barnes, it was stated that approximately $35,000 has been spent from the general Engineering budget so far for the Oldwick sidewalk project.  It was further noted that additional spending has been capped at $5000.  Mr. Barnes stated his disagreement with a statement made by Mrs. Lance regarding receiving grants, adding that the Township should not accept the grant money.  He noted that “it will cost a lot of money before you can put a shovel in the ground.”
Charles Hildebrandt noted that he attended the meeting held in 10/06 and remembers hearing a resounding no from the residents for sidewalks in Oldwick.  He opined that pressed concrete would be a better material for sidewalks as Pennsylvania blue stone is not as durable.

He stated that if sidewalks are installed, an Ordinance would have to be adopted and it would create “a nest of hornets the like of which you’ve never seen before.“  He added that if an Ordinance is in effect, all properties with sidewalks would be affected.

He commented on the residents living at the Bartles site, noting that they “moved in with no sidewalks”, the “church pays no taxes” and he felt they were receiving a “free ride”.  

Mr. Hildebrandt listed information he had garnered regarding the cost of clearing sidewalks, adding that if a sidewalk Ordinance were adopted, the “people on the streets would become servants and/or slaves to the Ordinance.”

In closing, Mr. Hildebrandt stated that he was opposed to sidewalks in the village, but if they had to be constructed, he would recommend utilizing pressed concrete. He stated that the “Township was forced to deal with the COAH apartments on the Bartles site and the Toll Brothers development and the matter of sidewalks in Oldwick was a time bomb”, adding that the residents should not have to pay. 
George Melick stated that the concerns of the property owner should be paramount or the Committee should rethink what they are doing.  
Tom Schroth opined that there is no such thing as a free lunch and the whole mater is getting too complicated.  He stated that the grant money should be returned, adding that control will be out of the hands of the homeowners and no one would end up happy.

Jay Wieder stated that walking from the Christian Education Building to the church is often times dangerous and the number and speed of the vehicles is a problem.  He stated that he did not have a preference for the type of material used as long as a safe walking surface was achieved.  He noted that the community was built up around the church and agreed that maintaining the integrity of the Township is important.  He stressed that a safe link on Church Street is needed.

In response to a question by Kurt Rahenkamp Mayor DiMare stated that he did not think there was a study done regarding the foot traffic on Church Street.  Mayor DiMare added that there is concern if one person is forced to walk unsafely in a roadway.

Ted Koven noted that safety is the main reason to repair and/or replace sidewalks.  He noted that there are incidents with children on Halloween, adding that he was not opposed to having the sidewalks constructed out of concrete if there were not sufficient funds to utilize slate.
Stephanie Koven noted that the Zion Lutheran Church is an historic structure and the sidewalks need to be repaired so as to be safe for the entire community.  She reiterated that excessive speed in the village is an ongoing problem. 
Debra Smith agreed that the sidewalks are in need of repair, but was concerned with the unintended consequences of using Federal funds.  She stressed that the Committee should be careful with how the money is spent.
Tom Dillon stated that another meeting needs to be held and properly noticed, reiterating that he did not believe the ADA issues as outlined by the Engineer were accurate.
Mayor DiMare reiterated that tonight’s report from the Engineer was a preliminary report designed to be presented to Township residents and no decision would be made tonight.
Mr. Mennen returned to the meeting at this time.

· Township Committee Sub Committees & Township Committee Comments 
Mr. Van Doren noted that the 2009 Budget is scheduled for Public Hearing on 4/28/09 and there is no municipal tax increase.  

Discussion followed regarding Mr. Van Doren’s earlier comment regarding forming an advisory financial subcommittee. It was suggested that this be further discussed at an upcoming Committee meeting and Mr. Van Doren will submit a list of criteria to the Committee for their review.

Dr. Voyce noted that Arbor Day is scheduled for 4/24/09 with events at the Tewksbury Elementary School and the Christie Hoffman Farm.

Mr. Mennen reported on a Board of Education meeting at which the use of the former Pascale house was discussed.  The Board has stated that they would like to park the buses and vehicles belonging to the bus drivers by the Pascale house and use the house for a transportation office.  This will free up space at the Old Turnpike School and allow for a safer and more secure area for the buses.

It was noted that if funds are needed for the project, a referendum question may be on an upcoming ballot.  Mr. Mennen noted that the reason this matter has come to the Township Committee is because the area under discussion is within a Township owned right of way.
Mr. Landon noted that the Township property has Green Acres designation and wetlands, adding that nothing could be built on the property.  Discussion followed regarding this matter and the fact that the Board members should be made aware of same. 
Mr. Hoffman noted that the school would like to use the existing metal building for small repairs to the buses and for housing tools.
It was noted that two members of the Pascale Advisory Board are aware of the proposal; Mayor DiMare suggested that this be brought to the full Board for discussion.  It was further noted that if the land area in question is school property, the Township Committee would not be inherently involved.

Mr. Mennen stated that he would bring the discussion back to the sub-committee, noting that no negative response was heard from the Committee and the sub-committee needs to tighten up the proposal.  
Chris Teasdale stated that if the area has Green Acres designation then there will be no possibility of any increased parking.  He stressed that there be no encroachment on the pond.

Mr. Teasdale noted that 4/24/09 is Arbor Day and he thanked Teddy Murhpy for all of her hard work and suggested that the Committee present her with a bouquet of flowers or a Resolution of thanks.
Mayor DiMare noted that the Committee received a packet of information regarding wind appliances from Anthony Donofrio, President of e-piphany energy.  Mr. Donofrio spoke with the Mayor regarding the matter and stated that an appliance can generate 30-40% of an average household’s electric usage.  His wish is to explore erecting an appliance at the DPW site after a thorough site evaluation is completed.   These wind appliances are smaller and quieter than those erected in Atlantic City and they have no inverter.  A utility bill would have to be supplied so an analysis could determine how the appliance would benefit the Township.  Average cost for the installation of a wind appliance would be between $17,000 - $20,000, but this would be wholly a donation.
Discussion followed regarding Mr. Mennen’s question as to what the expectation would be from e-piphany as a sample Ordinance was enclosed with the packet of information.  He stated that the installation of these appliances could create many applications that would need to be reviewed and approved by the Land Use Board.

It was noted that the siting of the appliance on a County road would help the company with visibility and could be used as an educational tool for future purchasers.  Mayor DiMare stated that if the wind appliance helped the Township and was being offered at no cost, he had no problem with the proposal.
Mr. Selvaggi noted that the project may have to go out to bid and the matter of allowing the use or lease of municipal property would have to be reviewed.
Mr. Mennen opined that the proposal should go to the Land Use Board and the Environmental Commission for an opinion.

Mr. Van Doren opined that an analysis should be done with the aid of current utility bills, and Mr. Donofrio should be invited to make a presentation.  

He opined that this should not go to the Land Use Board yet, but the whole process should be slowed down.

Mr. Mennen suggested that a terms sheet should be supplied.

At 10:20 PM, Mr. Van Doren made a motion to continue the meeting until 11:00 PM, seconded by Mr. Hoffman.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

· Township Administrator
Mr. Landon noted the following items.

· The closing on the Callanan property has occurred and the Young closing is imminent.

· A memo regarding the Municipal Court of North Hunterdon was distributed.

· A memo from the Lebanon Borough Administrator was received regarding the sharing of police services.  Mr. Landon will meet with him to discuss same.
· The Bartles house is close to completion and the keys were delivered yesterday.  An open house will be planned.
· The change in e-mail addresses has occurred.
· The Interlocal agreement with Washington Township for the Fairmount Fire Company was signed and the rate remained flat from the prior agreement.

· Arbor Day is scheduled for 04-24-09. 
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to notify the SADC that no additional right-of-way for Block 31 Lot 12.01 on Water Street and Philhower is needed per the recommendation of the Township Engineer and the Superintendent of Public Works, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

· The underground irrigation system at the Crossroads at Oldwick was noted.
· The COPS grant was submitted.
· Work is commencing on a DOT grant for roads and storm drains.
Mr. Van Doren requested that Mr. Landon add the COPS grant to his report.

6.
Executive Session

At  10:24 PM Dr. Voyce moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Mennen.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

.  

RESOLUTION #71-2009
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Litigation and Land Acquisition.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

7.
Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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