TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

AUGUST 10, 2010 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular/work session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor Robert Hoffman Jr. presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members Dana Desiderio, Peter Melick, Shaun Van Doren and William Voyce.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator and Michael Selvaggi, Township Attorney were in attendance.

There were approximately nine members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Hoffman.
2.
Executive Session
At  7:30 PM Mr. Melick moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Hoffman, Melick, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

Absent: Desiderio, Van Doren.

.  

RESOLUTION #79-2010
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Personnel and Contract Negotiations.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

Robert M. Hoffman, Jr.

Mayor

Ms. Desiderio arrived at 7:35 PM.

3. 
Reconvened

The meeting reconvened at 8:00 PM.

4.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
5.
Public Participation

George Cassa requested an update on the road work being done on Rockaway Road.  He commented on the possibility of runoff into the stream.  Mr. Landon stated that the necessary permits had been obtained for the drainage work being performed. 
Bob Flowers noted bridge work being done on Boulder Hill Road and questioned if the bridge was going to be dramatically changed to adversely affect the scenic road.  Mr. Landon stated that he would speak with a representative from the County in order to determine how the bridge is being repaired.

Bruce Winter questioned if the speed limit was going to be raised on Water Street.   

Mr. Van Doren arrived at 8:10 PM.

 6.
Actions to be Taken 

· Consent Agenda

Mayor Hoffman requested that the authorization to order appraisals for Kneser Planning Incentive Grant for Block 43 Lot 3.02 be removed from the Consent Agenda.
Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.   A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Hoffman, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #80-2010

OVARIAN CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

WHEREAS ovarian cancer, the fifth most common cause of cancer fatality in the United States, is a serious and under-recognized threat to women’s health across New Jersey and the nation; and 

WHEREAS, ovarian cancer causes more deaths than any other cancer of the female reproductive system; and

WHEREAS, there will be an estimated 22,000 new cases of ovarian cancer diagnosed in the United Stated and an estimated 15,000 deaths of women already stricken by ovarian cancer in 2009; and

WHEREAS, ovarian cancer is treatable when detected early, before it has spread beyond the ovaries, and at this stage the 5-year survival rate can be 95%; and 

WHEREAS, there is no screening test currently for the early detection of ovarian cancer; and

WHEREAS, increased public awareness of this disease, its risk factors and its subtle symptoms may save lives as women across New Jersey and their doctors learn to recognize the warning signs of ovarian cancer, which are often the only early indications of illness; and

WHEREAS, increased awareness of the symptoms and risk factors of ovarian cancer will enhance chances of early detection and survival from the disease; and

WHEREAS, the Northern New Jersey National Ovarian Cancer Coalition will   promote ovarian cancer awareness activities during the month of September and encourage every New Jersey woman to be educated about the symptoms and risk factors of ovarian cancer; and 

WHEREAS, more ovarian cancer research can help to develop reliable diagnostics, better therapies and prevention strategies thereby offering women in New Jersey each year the opportunity to win their battle for life against this most deadly of all gynecologic cancers.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee does hereby proclaim September as OVARIAN CANCER AWARENESS MONTH in the Township of Tewksbury.
___________________

Robert Hoffman, Jr. 

Mayor

RESOLUTION #81-2010

AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR TRACTOR LOADER 

WHEREAS, the following two bids were received on July 22, 2010 for a Tractor Loader; and

	
	Jesco, Inc.
	Powerco, Inc.

	Base Price
	$133,111.00 John Deere
	$114,500.00 Case

	2.5 yard bucket attachment
	$4,675.00
	$5,956.00

	10 foot broom with 32” diameter
	$11,463.00
	$13,450.00

	
	
	

	TOTAL
	$149,249.00
	$133,906.00


WHEREAS, the Township Committee has reviewed the recommendations made by the Township Administrator and Township Engineer on said bids; and
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined sufficient funds are available.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the following contract be awarded based on the recommendation of the Township Administrator and Township Engineer.

	
	Powerco, Inc.

	Base Price
	$114,500.00 Case

	2.5 yard bucket attachment
	$5,956.00

	10 foot broom with 32” diameter
	$13,450.00

	
	

	TOTAL
	$133,906.00


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and the Township Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to execute the contracts for same. 

___________________

Robert Hoffman, Jr. 

Mayor

RESOLUTION #82-2010

TO RECOGNIZE JUNIOR GIRL SCOUT TROOP #215 FOR THEIR JOURNEY PROJECT 

“LIGHTS OUT NIGHT”

WHEREAS, Junior Girl Scout Troop #215 is comprised of fourth grade girls from the 

Tewksbury Elementary School; and 

WHEREAS, Junior Girl Scout Troop #215 completed their Journey Project by implementing a project to involve the entire community by promoting awareness of the need to turn off lights when not in use; and

 WHEREAS, Junior Girl Scout Troop #215 entitled their project “Lights Out Night” which was held on May 26, 2010 from 7:00 – 9:00 PM; and 

WHEREAS, Junior Girl Scout Troop #215 created and performed a play to promote the project at the Tewksbury Elementary School and a Scout e-mail to receive feedback about the project; and 

WHEREAS, Junior Girl Scout Troop #215 would like to have “Lights Out Night” become an annual event as many residents participated in the event and rallied for the cause.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this tenth day of August in the year two thousand and ten that the Township Committee wishes to recognize Junior Girl Scout Troop #215 for their Journey Project “Lights out Night” by way of this Resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following Junior Girl Scouts be individually recognized for their participation in the “Lights Out Night” project.

Kim Bichoff

Rebecca Frost

Abby Gilbert

Isabella Gonzalez

Kristina Hlinka

Maia Lewis

Kate Tweedie

Lillian Vaz

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be entered into the official minutes of the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury.

___________________

Robert Hoffman, Jr. 

Mayor

RESOLUTION #83-2010

THANKING THOMAS MURPHY FOR HIS SERVICE TO TEWKSBURY
WHEREAS, Thomas Murphy has devoted countless hours of service to the 

citizens of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New 

Jersey by serving on GIS Committee, Communications Committee and most recently

on the Parks Committee; and 

WHEREAS, Thomas and Miriam Murphy were named Citizens of the Year in 1996; and: 

WHEREAS, Thomas Murphy has always availed himself to counsel, guide and assist anyone seeking his valuable time, expertise and assistance in a manner characterized by honesty, integrity and intelligence.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this tenth day of August in the year two thousand and ten that the Township Committee wishes to thank Thomas Murphy for his years of service by way of this Resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be entered into the official minutes of the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury.

___________________

Robert Hoffman, Jr. 

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 

· Correspondence List

· Authorization for Mayor to sign Municipal Alliance renewal forms

· Minutes of 7/13/10 

· Authorization to have Mayor sign F & D for URWA raffle on 09/12/10

· Authorization to have Clerk sign Permit for Social Affair for URWA event on 09/12/10

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA

Dr. Voyce moved to authorize the ordering of appraisals for Kneser PIG for Block 43 Lot 3.02, seconded by Mr. Van Doren.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  Hoffman.

· Authorization to order appraisals for Kneser PIG Block 43 Lot 3.02 

· COAH Discussion

Mr. Selvaggi noted recent discussion with Township Planner, Frank Banisch regarding the COAH 3rd round substantive certification process.  The Township Committee needs to make a decision as to which number will be submitted to COAH with regard to the number of housing units.   

Mr. Selvaggi stated that using the Highlands number and requesting a surplus of 12 units would be advisable.  Further comments were made regarding the COAH number versus the Highlands number, the matter of opting in to the Highlands Regional Master Plan, the status of S-1 and COAH in general, and the need to have a plan that meets the higher number if required.

Further comments were made regarding past certification rounds and how a municipality had to achieve the proscribed number.  Mr. Selvaggi stated that it would make sense to do the TDR analysis, adding that this would not make any obligation for the municipality to opt in.
Mr. Melick reiterated that the Township would have no obligation to opt in and the Resolution could be tailored accordingly.
Discussion followed regarding which number to choose and if there would be a need to petition COAH for substantive certification.

Mr. Selvaggi stressed that opting in requires changes to the Township Ordinances along with public hearings and tonight’s action is a different matter. Reading from Mr. Banisch’s memo, Mr. Selvaggi noted that the Committee should not worry about things that may or may not happen.  He added that if COAH continues to exist, the Township can always petition for an amendment for certification if more units are required.  He added that the Highlands has set no deadline for opting in and the afore mentioned option will satisfy both interests and protect the Township.
Mr. Landon stated that if the Township went with the COAH number, it would be harder to get out of their number and COAH would undoubtedly not let the Township lower their number.

Mr. Selvaggi stated that he felt if COAH wants to turn around Substantive Certification, the Township will have a blanket of protection, and speaking with a Highlands representative, they agreed that the adjusted obligation would be the correct course of action.

Dr. Voyce agreed that the lower number should be utilized.
Mr. Melick stated that he is not in favor of opting in and wanted to know how the Resolution would be worded.

Robin Love agreed with utilizing the lower Highlands number, but added her concern with the surplus concept.  It was noted that the majority of the documents requested by COAH have been sent at least once.

Frances Spann, reading from COAH’s 3rd round rules regarding fair share and housing obligations stated her confusion with statements made by Mr. Selvaggi.  

Discussion followed regarding zoning rules and the associated constitutional obligation for municipalities to provide affordable housing.

Mrs. Spann agreed that utilizing the lower Highlands number would be in the best interest of the Township.

Basil Hone questioned the amount of surplus as stated by Mr. Selvaggi (12) as he thought the correct number was 17.  

Bob Flowers questioned when the Committee would make a decision regarding opting in.  Mr. Selvaggi reiterated that opting in requires review of the Township Master Plan and numerous public hearings:  there is no set time table for this action.  He stressed that tonight’s decision does not have anything to do with plan conformance.
Wilma Frey agreed that the Township should utilize the Highlands’ number adding that she has not seen Mr. Banisch’ plan but thinks that using the lower number is advisable.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to submit the Highlands Plan as it was previously written without any amendments or changes or surpluses.  The plan to be submitted should be as it was presented and previously submitted to the Highlands and then to COAH, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.

A Resolution will be prepared for the next meeting. Discussion followed regarding how to circulate the draft Resolution (s) and when to schedule a special meeting for discussion and adoption.
Mr. Van Doren stated that he did not want language in the Resolution with regard to conformance. 

Mr. Melick stated that he was in favor of including language in the Resolution with regard to conformance. 

The above noted motion was approved. Ayes: Desiderio, Hoffman, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

7.
Reports

· Township Committee Sub Committees & Township Committee Comments 
Ms. Desiderio noted that a site walk of the Johnson property took place earlier this evening.

Mr. Van Doren noted that the CFO has submitted a response to a request from a resident regarding Township finances.

Mr. Melick noted that the Board of Education has not made a final decision regarding the appointment of a new member.
Dr. Voyce noted that the county road work on Routes 512/517 is close to completion.
Ms. Desiderio noted that the Hunterdon County Planning Board has established a 9/1/10 deadline for accepting nominations for Planning and Design Awards.

Mayor Hoffman noted a letter received from a resident regarding issues at the Bartles House.

Dr. Voyce made a motion to permit a Special Music Event at the Burd Farm on 09/18/10, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.  The motion was approved. Ayes: Desiderio, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  Hoffman, Melick.
Mayor Hoffman stated that he recently attended a Mayor’s workshop at the Pequest Fish Hatchery to discuss the Highlands Act.  He noted that approximately 40 separate municipalities were represented and only 3 were completely in favor of the Act.  Mayor Hoffman stated that the workshop was interesting, but did not fully address many contentious issues.  The overall opinion of the Mayors present was that the Highlands staff is doing a good job, but the Act itself is not completely clear.

· Township Attorney
Mr. Selvaggi noted that he is working on preparing the brief with regard to the JCP&L matter and this should be ready next week.
· Township Administrator

Mr. Landon noted that the Township picnic is scheduled for 9-18-10.
A meeting with the public safety group will be scheduled to discuss issues related to the Tewksbury Rescue Squad.
Discussion followed concerning a letter from Washington Township regarding the rate per gallon charged for fuel for emergency vehicles.

Mr. Landon noted that the rate is an average and the matter of pricing is brought to the attention of the Administrator periodically.  This billing method has been the practice for over 17 years. 

He added that an additional computer program would be needed in order to calculate the cost of the fuel on a daily basis.  He added that there is not money in the budget for a computer upgrade or additional staffing.  

Mr. Melick noted that allowing Washington Township to fuel their emergency vehicles (in Tewksbury) is done as a favor to them and he suggested that a different manner of billing be looked into going forward.
Mr. Landon suggested that the Finance subcommittee schedule a meeting to discuss the billing matter prospectively.  As far as the Township is concerned, the matter with Washington Township is closed. 
8.
Executive Session

At  9:13 PM Mr. Melick moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Van Doren.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Hoffman, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

.  

RESOLUTION #84-2010
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Land Acquisition.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

Robert M. Hoffman, Jr.

Mayor

Ms. Desiderio was recused from the Executive Session discussion.

9.
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 9:40 PM.
Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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