BOARD OF HEALTH

MINUTES OF APRIL 7, 2009

The Tewksbury Township Board of Health met in regular session at 7:30 P.M. on the above date, in the Mountainville Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, NJ.  

Chairman Peter Goyer presided.

Other members present were Shirley Czajkowski, Janet Masterton and alternate Richard Mahevich.

Anthony Formica, Anthony Miele and Alternate Zia Shey were not present.

Debie Vaccarella of the Hunterdon County Department of Health was also present.  

1. Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mr. Goyer.

2. Action to be taken

John Kearney of Kearney Consulting Engineers was present to discuss the property located on Block 3, Lot 27. Mr. Kearney explained that an interceptor drain needs to be installed around the disposal bed as the groundwater would otherwise go into the bed.  It was noted that the system was approved and installed in September of 2008 but has not been activated as the bed was filled with groundwater due to spring conditions.
A waiver is needed as the proposed curtain drain is located10’ from the bed.

Mrs. Vaccarella noted that the distance (from drain to bed) is calculated based on soil permeability rather than a set amount of feet.

Mr. Kearney noted that there are wetlands buffers on the property beyond the bed and there is no other place to site the system.
It was noted that the curtain drain would be located on the inboard side and the 2+ foot deep basically functions like a foundation drain.
Discussion followed regarding the fact that the system received approval for a well distance waiver in March of 2008 and this additional waiver is to correct a malfunctioning system. 
Mr. Goyer noted that the Board heard an application for a curtain drain for Tracey Higgins and she was required to have the system checked annually as the drain was not installed correctly and did not meet all inspections.
He stressed that this system must meet all inspections and the top of the filter be adequately covered with filter fabric.
Mr. Goyer made a motion to accept the distance between the proposed curtain drain and the disposal field for the property located at Block 3. Lot 27, seconded by Ms. Masterton.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Czajkowski, Goyer, Mahevich, Masterton.  Nays:  none.
Mrs. Czajkowski was recused from the following as she is the listing realtor of the property under discussion.

Jess Symonds of Biggs Engineering was present to discuss the property located on Block 47.02, Lot 5.   The dwelling is a four bedroom structure with 3 bedrooms in the main house and a studio apartment in the garage that has been there for 15-20 years.  Mr. Symonds noted the number of soil logs that were dug with no passing perc results, additionally three basin flood tests were done with failed results.  The property essentially has soil with no permeability.
Ms. Symonds noted that there is a grey water tank to the west of the house and the septic system is piped into swimming pool.  The pool is filled with gravel, the bottom of the pool is cracked and the effluent bleeds into the ground. 
It was noted that a 350 gallon per day waste amount is allotted for the apartment, although Mr. Symonds stated that he did not think that amount would be realized.  He also noted that an apartment is based on two bedrooms.  

The proposed system is designed for a five bedroom structure (inclusive of the apartment) and will utilize a 1500 gallon septic tank.

It was noted that the system will be located in the back of property which is relatively clear of trees.  The system will be a gravity flow system with no pump.

Mr. Goyer determined that he should not participate in the discussion as he is a neighbor located within 200 feet of the property.  Mr. Goyer was recused from the discussion.

Ms. Masterton took over chairing the meeting.

Noting the HCDOH letter of 3/9/09, Ms. Masterton reiterated that this is an alteration to an existing malfunctioning system and questioned if placing a statement of no permeability in the deed would be beneficial.

Mr. Symonds noted that he has never done this and Mrs. Vaccarella added that having language in the Board motion would be a clearer way of making certain that future owners would be aware of the parameters of the approval/waiver.

Further discussion followed regarding the need for the Board to decide on the maximum number of allowable bedrooms.  

Mrs. Vaccarella noted that a different type of tank could be installed (low boy), but the Board’s concern at the moment is to make a viable system on a property with minimal permeability.  She also noted that technology could change in the future, at which point the owner could appear in front of the Board for any reconsideration.
Ms. Masterton made a motion to grant the waiver for the property located on Block 47.02, Lot 5 for the following parameters.

· To waive the need for a reserve area as there were insufficient passing perc or basin flood soil tests.

· That the Engineer provide a letter of certification that all the plumbing (including the sewage from the grey water and apartment) be tied into the new system as noted on the plans.  

· That the Engineer be on site for all work being performed.

· That the size of the structure not exceed four (4) bedrooms.

The above noted motion was seconded by Mr. Mahevich.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Mahevich, Masterton.  Nays:  none.  Recused:  Czajkowski, Goyer.
Mrs. Czajkowski and Mr. Goyer returned to the meeting at this time.

3. Correspondence

a. HCDOH – influenza like illness activity 2/22/09 – 2/28/09

b. HCDOH - influenza like illness activity 3/01/09 – 3/07/09

c. HCDOH – CDC Health Alert – Hib vaccine

d. Information from HCPB re:  model septic management ordinance

e. HCDOH - influenza like illness activity 3/08/09 – 3/14/09

f. HCDOH - influenza like illness activity 3/15/09 – 3/21/09

g. Information from HCDOH re:  pesticide control regulations

h. HCDOH - influenza like illness activity 3/22/09 – 3/28/09

i. Varicella disease cases reportable in NJ

j. HCDOH – information re:  haemophilus influenzae type b vaccine short age

k. HCDOH– Restriction on availability of human rabies vaccine

4. Minutes

Mr. Goyer made a motion to accept the minutes of 3/03/09, seconded by Mr. Mahevich.      The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Czajkowski, Goyer, Mahevich, Masterton.  Nays:  none.  
5. Old Business

Ms. Brassard noted the matter regarding Block 15, Lot 2 that was discussed at an earlier Board meeting.  A response was received from Bob Vaccarella stating that he spoke with the applicant’s Engineer and was informed that testing was done for a septic system but a design was not submitted.  The Engineer will speak with the applicant (Yarusinsky) and get the matter moving.
6.
Reports

Submission of Repairs

Block 14
Lot 6

system upgrade – inlet baffle on cesspool

Block 27
Lot 25

system upgrade - tank

Suspected Hazardous Substance Discharge Notification

Oil spill on road

37 Hollow Brook Road

Mrs. Vaccarella stated that the above noted matter related to a non-PCB transformer leak that was reported to County Emergency Response on 2/26/09.  The incident was anonymously called in to the Tewksbury Police and the NJDEP was subsequently informed of the matter.

Tewksbury Police inspected the area and found no stain on the road as anonymously reported.  HCDOH also inspected the site and viewed a stain on the pole nothing on the road.
6.  Public Participation

Sean Carey stated that he would like to interview the members of the Board after the meeting as part of his Rutgers class in Public Health and Administration.

7. Board Member Comments

Ms. Masterton noted an insert in the recent Tewksbury Times about “being green” and asked if the material was put in by an individual or the Township.
8. Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta A. Brassard

Board of Health Secretary
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