TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
September 13, 2010
The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Bruce Mackie, Teddy Murphy, Tom Schroth, Joe Weber and Matt Grobert.
Absent:  Mario Colitti, Mary Ace and Laurence Malloy.
Mr. Teasdale welcomed Matthew Grobert as a new member of the Environmental Commission.  

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 12, 2010.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  There being no one in the public, Mr. Teasdale closed the public participation portion of the meeting.

MINUTES
· August 9, 2010
Mr. Weber made a motion to approve the August 9, 2010 minutes with some minor edits on page 2.  Mr. Mackie seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Mrs. Murphy and Mr. Grobert abstained.  
CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Schroth made a motion to acknowledge receipt of the correspondence.  Mrs. Murphy seconded that motion.  All were in favor.
a) A copy of a letter dated August 10, 2010 from Roberta Brassard to Steve Kalleser at Gracie & Harrigan re: Palmer property, Block 27, Lot 81.
b) A letter dated August 20, 2010 from Frey Engineering, LLC to the Municipal Clerk re: public notice of NJDEP Highlands Exemption #5 for Block 11, Lot 16.07.  

c) ANJEC seminar information re: On the Front Line: Local Environmental Action in Challenging Times, Oct. 15, 2010.  
A brief discussion ensued regarding correspondence item (b).  Mr. Teasdale agreed to ask Ms. Goodchild about the letter and project.  
DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Hunterdon County Planning Awards (revised submission date)
Mr. Teasdale reported that the Hunterdon County Planning Awards submission deadline is now early 2011.  He reminded the Commission that it is his intent to submit the Environmental Resource Inventory.  

· Discussion of issues related to conservation easements
Mr. Teasdale explained that he attended some of the public hearings for the Johnson Family subdivisions and noted that the attorney representing the Johnsons indicated that the Johnson family would not be interested in granting conservation easements primarily because the work they are doing with their property is so far in advance of most conservation easement language (which generally does not allow any activity, including removal of invasive species) they feel that granting a conservation easement would preclude them from performing sound environmental stewardship on the property.  Mr. Teasdale circulated a draft memo to send to the Land Use Board suggesting that new easement language be researched.  Mrs. Murphy opined that it is long overdue and encouraged the Commission to send the letter.  Mr. Mackie cautioned about the language noting that if you mention certain activities that activities not mentioned might be construed as not permitted.  Mr. Mackie suggested sending the memo with a sample conservation easement from the NJ Conservation Foundation or ANJEC.  The consensus of the Board was to send the memo to the Land Use Board as written and attach sample language.   

· Discussion regarding Highlands Planning Area – Opting In
The discussion was tabled.

· 2010 Community Well Test dates – Status Update
Mr. Teasdale read into the record the article that appeared in the Times of Tewksbury about the annual water testing program on Oct. 13 and Oct. 14th.  Mr. Mackie and Mr. Grobert volunteered for the morning of Oct. 13, 2010 and Mr. Mackie and Mr. Weber volunteered for the morning on Oct. 14, 2010.  Mr. Teasdale asked Mr. Mackie to put a brief reminder in the Times of Tewksbury once more before the return dates.   

· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board and Land Use Board)
Mr. Mackie reported that most of the last Land Use Board meeting was taken up by two (2) of the Johnson applications.  Mr. Mackie noted that the Land Use Board has commenced with its Master Plan Re-examination report review.  Mr. Teasdale asked about the memo that the Commission prepared on the Goss application; Mr. Mackie noted that the application had not been before the Board yet.  

Mrs. Murphy noted that the water chestnuts were removed from the Pascale Farm Pond; a machine was hired to remove them from the pond.  She explained that Nancy Held asked if Boy Scouts could remove the seeds around the periphery of the pond and Mr. Colitti offered to look into it.  Mrs. Murphy reported that 8 CEU’s must be earned each year to maintain the status as a Forestry Community.  Melissa Almendinger was asked if she would lead an in-house seminar on invasive species; the date is to be determined.  Mr. Teasdale described the volunteer process that occurred to remove the water chestnuts from the pond and suggested that the Forest Advisory Board approach the Township in advance of any future removal to request help.  He mentioned that a local mason, Wayne Lisa, volunteered by supplying a dump truck and use of his backhoe to fill the trucks provided by Tom Murphy, Nancy Held and URWA.   Mr. Teasdale commended everyone for a job well done.   
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Mr. Mackie made a motion to adjourn at 8:28 p.m.  Mr. Schroth seconded the motion.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator

