TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

NOVEMBER 23, 2009 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor Louis DiMare presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members Robert Hoffman, William Mennen, Shaun Van Doren and William Voyce.
Jesse Landon, Township Administrator, Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk, Michael Selvaggi, Township Attorney and Frank Banisch, Township Planner were in attendance.

There were approximately forty members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor DiMare.
2.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
3.
Actions to be taken
· Ordinance Introduction
Dr. Voyce made a motion to introduce Ordinance #13-2009, seconded by Mr. Mennen. The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Voyce.  Nays: Van Doren.  
The Public Hearing will be held on 12/08/09 at 7:30 PM.

ORDINANCE #13-2009

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY BY REVISING CHAPTER 2.28, ENTITLED “MUNICIPAL COURT”
# # # 

Dr. Voyce made a motion to introduce Ordinance #14-2009, seconded by Mr. Van Doren. The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  
The Public Hearing will be held on 12/08/09 at 7:30 PM.

ORDINANCE NO. 14-2009

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY,

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND

CERTAIN SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 12.22.010, et seq. ENTITLED “SCENIC ROADS”

· Consent Agenda


Mayor DiMare requested that Resolution #135-2009, 136-2009, 139-2009 and the regular and executive session minutes of 11-10-09 be removed from the Consent Agenda.

Mr. Mennen requested that Resolution #134-2009 be removed from the Consent Agenda.

Mr. Hoffman requested that the authorization to have Mayor sign Findings and Determinations for 12/31/09 OFC 50/50 raffle be removed from the Consent Agenda.
Mr. Mennen moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Mr. Van Doren.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #133-2009    

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE FOR SHALLOW BROOK ESTATES

            WHEREAS, George Brazer was the developer of property known as Block 31, Lots 7.04, 10 and 24, as shown on the Tewksbury Township Tax Map; and
            WHEREAS, there remains on deposit the sum of $7,534.50, which is the remaining amount from the original cash Performance Guarantee posted by the developer; and
            WHEREAS, the developer has requested release of the remaining amount of the Performance Guarantee; and
            WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has inspected the improvements and has rendered an opinion that they are acceptable and in accordance with the approved plans, as well as the Ordinances of the Township of Tewksbury; and
            WHEREAS, the Township Engineer recommended the release of the Performance Guarantee by way of a report dated November 4, 2009, and does not further require the posting of a Maintenance Guarantee.  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that remaining sum of $7534.50 of the original Performance Guarantee posted for Shallow Brook Estates shall be released, together with all accumulated interest to the Developer.
_____________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor
RESOLUTION #137-2009

TO ENTER INTO INDEMNITY AND TRUST AGREEMENT WITH STATEWIDE INSURANCE FUND

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury that the Township of Tewksbury and the Statewide Insurance Fund enter into an Indemnity and Trust Agreement, for Liability, Property, Crime-Faithful Performance and Fidelity, Inland Marine, Boiler and Machinery, Comprehensive General Liability, Auto Liability, Auto Physical Damages, Professional Liability, as a member of the Fund until January 2, 2013; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Administrator is duly authorized to sign and fully execute the Indemnity and Trust Agreement between the Township of Tewksbury and the Statewide Insurance Fund in the form attached hereto.

_____________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor
RESOLUTION #138-2009
REFUND OF TAX

.BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to:

 refund a duplicate tax payment 
Block 
Lot

Name




            
Year    
Amount
15
1.02

GANDOLFINI/LIN C/O ARTISTS FINANCIAL
2009  
5,965.03



75 NINTH AVE 5TH FLOOR 




NEW YORK, NY              10011
cancel a tax amount

STEPHENSON, ANN / SOMER L


2009
  161.57
                       
37 HOLLOW BROOK RD         
                                    CALIFON  NJ               07830

_____________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor
MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 
· Correspondence List

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt Resolution #134-2009, seconded by Dr. Voyce. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  Hoffman, Mennen.

RESOLUTION #134-2009

BANKING OF ALLOCATED FUNDS FROM HUNTERDON COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009

WHEREAS, the County of Hunterdon has established the Hunterdon County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund and has made municipal grant funding available to each municipality; and

WHEREAS, the funds available to the Township of Tewksbury for Fiscal year 2009 are $88,157.73.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury that the County of Hunterdon is requested to reserve and bank the allotment for Fiscal Year 2009.
_____________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor
Mayor DiMare noted a grammatical correction to Resolution #135-2009.  
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt Resolution #135-2009, seconded by Dr. Voyce. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen , Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #135-2009 

TO RENEW MEMBERSHIP IN THE STATEWIDE INSURANCE FUND

Whereas, a number of local units have joined together to form the Statewide Insurance Fund (“FUND”), a joint insurance fund, as permitted by N.J.S.A. 40A:10-36, et seq, and

Whereas, the statues and regulations governing the creation and operation of joint insurance funds contain elaborate restrictions and safeguards concerning the safe and efficient administration of such funds, and

Whereas, the Township of Tewksbury has determined that membership in the FUND is in the best interest of the Township, and

Whereas, the Township of Tewksbury agrees to be a member of the FUND for a period of three (3) years, effective from January 1, 2010 terminating on January 1, 2013 at 12:01 a.m. standard time, and

Whereas, the Township of Tewksbury has never defaulted on claims, if self-insured and has not been canceled for non-payment of insurance premiums for two (2) years prior to the date of this Resolution.

Now therefore, be it resolved, that the Township of Tewksbury does hereby agree to join the Statewide Insurance Fund, and

Be it further resolved, that the Township of Tewksbury will be afforded the following coverages:

· Worker’s Compensation and Employers Liability

· Liability, Property, Crime-Faithful Performance and Fidelity, Inland Marine, Boiler and Machinery, Comprehensive General Liability, Auto Liability, Auto Physical Damages, Professional Liability
· Umbrella
Be if further resolved, that Tewksbury Township Administrator, Jesse Landon, is hereby appointed as the Township’s Fund Commissioner and is authorized to execute the application for membership and the accompanying certification on behalf of the Township of Tewksbury, and

Be it finally resolved that the Township of Tewksbury’s Fund Commission is authorized and directed to execute the Indemnity and Trust Agreement and such other documents signifying the membership in the FUND as required by the FUND’S Bylaws and to deliver same to the Administrator of the FUND with the express reservation that said documents shall become effective only upon the Township’s admissions to the FUND following approval of the FUND by the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance.

_____________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor
Mayor DiMare noted a grammatical correction to Resolution #136-2009.  
Mr. Landon explained the terms of the agreement with regard to percentage rates.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt Resolution #136-2009, seconded by Dr. Voyce. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen , Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #136-2009

APPOINTMENT OF RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT

Whereas the Township of Tewksbury, has joined the Statewide Insurance Fund (hereinafter “FUND), a joint insurance fund as defined in N.J.S.A. 40A:10-36 et seq.; and

Whereas, the Bylaws require participating members to appoint a Risk Management Consultant, as those positions are defined in the Bylaws, if requested to do so by the Fund; and

Whereas, the Fund has requested its members to appoint individuals or entities to that position; and

Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The Township Committee of The Township of Tewksbury hereby appoints Groendyke Associates as its local Risk Management Consultant, and

2. The Township Administrator is hereby authorized to execute The Risk Management Consultant’s Agreement for the year 2010 in form attached hereto.

_____________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt the regular and Executive Session minutes of 11-10-09, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Hoffman, Mennen , Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  Dimare.
· Minutes of 11/10/09

· Executive session minutes of 11/10/09

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign Findings and Determinations for 12/31/09 OFC 50/50 raffle, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  Hoffman.
· Authorization to have Mayor sign Findings and Determinations for 12/31/09 OFC 50/50 raffle

The following discussion dealt with proposed Resolution #139-2009.

Mayor DiMare stated his understanding that proposed Resolution #139-2009 for the preservation area would not signify a commitment to the Highlands Council to opt-in, but was a necessary step to take in order to get additional information before June 2010.
Mr. Banisch noted that the Land Use Board (LUB) recommended moving forward with the plan conformance application to opt-in for both the preservation and planning area in order to keep options open.  He added that there is no obligation to opt-in at the present time and a final decision could be made at a later time.  

He noted that the Township has already made a statement in their own Master Plan regarding the importance of land preservation.

Mr. Banisch stated that the Highlands Council staff will commence review of submissions as they arrive in their office and it could prove favorable to the Committee to get their recommendation in as quickly as possible.

Mr. Selvaggi stated his agreement with Mr. Banisch’s statement, noting that the Committee discussed the proposed Resolution at the 11/10/09 meeting.  It was also noted that this Resolution needs to be at the Highlands Council offices by 5:00 pm on 12/08/09.

In response to a question by Mayor DiMare, Mr. Selvaggi stated that no prejudice would be shown to the Township as to whether the decision was to opt-in to the preservation and/or planning area.

In response to a question from Mr. Van Doren, Mr. Banisch stated that the proposed Resolution only deals with the preservation area.  The final decision to opt in to the planning area needs to be effectuated via Ordinance adoption.

Discussion followed concerning Mr. Van Doren’s question regarding the transfer of development rights (TDR) program and the area south of Route 78 that currently has no sewer or water availability.  Mr. Banisch noted the Township should avail themselves to as many tools as possible and look into information for long term objectives.
Mr. Hoffman wished to confirm that the Township can opt-out at any time, although he was concerned with recent legislation that stated that any funds received from the Highlands Council would have to be paid back if a municipality opted-out (after opting-in).
Mr. Banisch surmised that this would be a discretionary decision and not mandatory, although it is something to think about.  He added that the TDR grant would not have to be paid back.  

Mr. Hoffman noted that he heard that equestrian operations in agricultural areas could have some problems with Highlands regulations.  Mr. Banisch said that he would review this issue, assuming that the issue would be more clearly handled with utilizing best management practices.
Mr. Mennen noted that there is no joint Resolution for opting-in to the preservation and preservation areas and proposed Resolution #139-2009 is only for the preservation area.

In response to a question by Mr. Mennen, Mr. Banisch noted that Resolution #142-2008 regarding the notice of intent to petition the Highlands Council for Plan Conformance is not the same mechanism as the petition.

Mr. Mennen opined that the Committee did not have adequate information to make a clear decision regarding opting-in.  He stated that the self assessment was not available as well as other pertinent information and the Committee would be hard pressed to take action regarding the planning area without this information.

Dr. Voyce noted that the proposed Resolution for the preservation area is mandated from the State and an Ordinance would be necessary to address the planning area.
He added that the Township only has to adopt an Ordinance when they feel they have enough information.

Discussion followed regarding the recommendation of the LUB and how to adopt two Resolutions simultaneously to have to the Highlands Council by 12/08/09.

Mr. Selvaggi opined that if the Committee got the Resolutions to the Highlands Council by 12/09/09 there would probably not be a problem with a late submission.

Robin Love speaking for the Residents Alliance for Neighborhood Preservation, Inc., stated that the Township Committee should petition for conformance for the planning area by 12/08/09. She added that this petition would fully protect the Township’s best interests.  She noted that the module 7 has appropriate language for municipal resolutions and urged the Committee to take appropriate action tonight.
Geoff Close stated that the Township should include the planning area in the petition to the Highlands.  He added that the Highlands Act is all about water and the transfer of development rights. 
Basil Hone urged the Committee to file petition for planning area conformance in order to get a  dialogue going.  He noted that Mr. Banisch would put forward an assessment of what changes need to be made to the DRO and the Master Plan and address the housing element of the fair share plan.  He opined that this is an essential step to take adding that no additional information will come from the Highlands Council until the petition is filed.
He noted that the Highlands Council and COAH do not always agree to the procedure with regard to preparation and filing of the housing element and fair share plan.  Additional comments were made regarding the shield for a builder’s remedy and the accompanying timeline for completion of the housing element. He surmised that if the Township did not comply with the timelines, it would face the prospect of a developer’s taking and the Township would be stuck with COAH numbers.
Mr. Selvaggi opined that this is not a realistic scenario as he felt no builder’s remedy would occur.  With regard to the plan conformance guidelines and opting-in, the Township would receive the enhanced presumption of validity and would not be opened up to a builders remedy.
Mark Nowell questioned if there was going to be open dialogue regarding the afore mentioned equestrian issue.  He opined that two Resolutions should be adopted tonight.
Sandy Hance opined that it would irresponsible to not meet the 12/08/09 deadline adding that the Committee would probably learn anything new in the coming two weeks.

Nancy Hance stated that Mr. Selvaggi spoke with disrespect regarding the Highlands Council.  Mr. Selvaggi stated that the deadline of 12/08/09 only pertains to the preservation area and he did not mean to appear cavalier regarding his statement about bringing information to the Council a day late.

Bob Flowers questioned what would happen if the Township decides to opt-in or opt-out with regard to possible development in the Township.

Discussion followed regarding the time of decision rule.

Mr. Selvaggi noted that the opting-in process could take several months.
Mr. Flowers urged the Committee to think about what is best for all the people of Tewksbury and to protect all four corners.
In response to a question from Tom Dillon, Mayor DiMare stated that there was not a Resolution on the agenda for the planning area, but he would like to adopt two separate Resolutions:  one for the preservation area and one for the planning area.

In response to an additional question from Mr. Dillon, Mayor DiMare stated that he felt he had received sufficient information to make an informed decision.

Mr. Mennen stated that he felt the information was incomplete.  He added that he felt a separate Resolution should have been submitted for the planning area, and Resolution #139-2009 should not have been part of the Consent Agenda.

Dr. Voyce noted that the proposed Resolution could not just be amended for the planning area.
Mr. Selvaggi stated that the Committee could adopt a Resolution for the planning area and have it to the Highlands Council by 12/09/09.  Adoption of Resolution #139-2009 would keep the Township in conformance with regard to the preservation area.

Mr. Teasdale stated that the Environmental Commission passed a Resolution in September regarding opting in. He added that the completed Environmental Resource Inventory is a wonderful document for the Township and the Highlands Council.

George Cassa stated that he has attended many meetings of Township boards, committees and commissions and felt that he “operating in somewhat less of a vacuum”.  He opined that the Committee should adopt two Resolutions to opt in at this time as he felt the Township would receive more favorable treatment from the Highlands Council.

Jim Kelsey from Independence Township opined that the Highlands Act and the DEP regulations are “based on bad science” and are politically motivated to punish this Republican part of the State.  Independence Township is exercising civil disobedience by not conforming to the Highlands Act.  
Comments were made regarding the threat of the Highlands Council taking over Independence Township’s Planning and Zoning Boards.  Mr. Kelsey stated that his professionals have advised this would not be the case as the local board(s) will continue to grant approval to applicants, the applicants will appear before the Highlands Council, be turned down and then the applicants can go to court and sue the State.

Further comments were made regarding an article written by Julia Hirsh regarding tax payer liability and opening up to law suits against municipalities.  Mr. Kelsey stated that the idea that the State will pay municipalities for legal issues is “legal fiction”, adding that the State will assist in defending a municipality, but will not compensate the municipality.

Mr. Kelsey stressed that the Highlands Act is unconstitutional and municipalities need to take a stand and say no.  He added that the Township could compile a list for the Council listing all of the things wrong with the Act or not vote on the proposed Resolution.

He suggested that the action taken by Independence Township and other municipalities will give the incoming Governor “something to hang his hat on.”  
Hank Klumpp stated that opting-in to the preservation and planning areas would be a bureaucratic way of taking away the rights of individual land owners.  He questioned why the State should be telling the Township what to do, adding that he is being punished for keeping his land.  He noted the loss of equity realized by the 13,000 + acres in the Township that are designated as being in the Highlands areas.

He questioned how the Township can turn its’ back on people who have invested a lifetime, adding that there is no money in place to compensate the landowners for their losses.
Mr. Klumpp noted that there was no scientific study for placing a farm in the Highlands, adding that Tewksbury was not originally in the Highlands and its’ designation was purely political.

Further comments were made regarding the dual appraisal process from 2004 and how land in the preservation area now has no real estate value or equity.

Mr. Klumpp noted that the Agricultural Advisory Committee voted to opt-out in 2008, and he was recently advised to send a letter to the LUB requesting answers to questions related to the Highlands. Both items were ignored.

In closing, Mr. Klumpp stated that his land values have been stolen and now he is being ignored.  This is an urgent problem and he opined that the LUB is more concerned with what may happen in 10-20 years, rather than tomorrow. 

He stated that Independence Township understands the farmers’ plight, and Tewksbury should vote with a conscience for the right and fair thing.

David Shope of Washington Township, Morris County presented information related to septic yield and density in his municipality.

He opined that the Highlands Act is taking equity from municipalities and devalues the worth of a community, adding that enactment of the Act would create “economic backwater” and stagnate the community.  

He opined that this sort of legislature is not the way it’s supposed to be and referred to Highlands zoning as ”exclusionary zoning”, adding that it’s “just wrong.”
Dave Pfeifer noted that the Township has been trying to protect the land and retain the character of the Township for many years.  Wells have been deepened, wells have failed, trout streams production has declined, wildlife population is shrinking, invasive species are flourishing and the deer population is blooming despite the efforts being taken.  Mr. Pfeifer begged the Committee to take the opportunity to embrace the Highlands Act and opt-in to the planning area to prevent the loss of something irreplaceable. 

James Kessler agreed with statements made by Mr. Kelsey, Mr. Klumpp and Mr. Shope.  He stated that New Jersey farmers are victims of the Highlands Act and the Act is disrespectful of a person’s constitutional rights related to private property.  He added that the land is all he and his family have and the Committee needs to listen to the voices of the public and make a statement to the new Governor to make a change and to right a wrong.
Ms. Love stated that the Committee should consider utilizing the Highlands template for the planning area and adopt two Resolutions tonight; one for the preservation area and one for the planning area.

Mr. Nowell questioned what additional information the Committee would have in two weeks.  He also questioned if the 12/8/09 meeting could be rescheduled. 

Mr. Kelsey questioned why the Township should give their land preservation responsibilities to bureaucrats in Trenton and Chester.

Mr. Dillon questioned if the makeup of the Highlands Council might change with the inauguration of the new Governor.

Mr. Shope opined that deepening wells is normal and that there could not possibly be a water deficit anywhere in the Township.  He added that Senator Doherty reviewed the proposed septic density Ordinances and was successful in having them removed from the proposed Highlands Ordinances.  He warned that they would be back, likening the Highlands Act to locusts.
Mayor DiMare made a motion to amend proposed Resolution #139-2009 to include the planning area, seconded by Mr. Van Doren. A roll call vote was taken and the motion failed.  Ayes: DiMare, Van Doren.   Nays:  Hoffman, Mennen Voyce.

Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of Resolution #139-2009, seconded by Mayor DiMare. A roll call vote was taken and the motion failed.  Ayes: DiMare, Van Doren.   Nays:  Hoffman, Mennen Voyce.

Mr. Selvaggi noted that the Township has now adopted a position of civil disobedience.

5.
Township Committee Comments 

Mr. Van Doren noted the following items.

· Available grant monies available for up to $20,000.00 for energy upgrades for municipal facilities.

· The NJ Community Stewardship Incentive Program Business Stimulus Fund has up to $7000.00 available.  The application will be forwarded to members of the staff for completion and submission.  
· The need to send a letter regarding the proposed changes to hours of operation of the Pottersville Post Office.
6.
Public Participation

Mayor DiMare and Mr. Hoffman and Ms. Desiderio left the meeting at this time.

Mr. Van Doren chaired the meeting.

Angela Holt, speaking for the Friends of the Fairmount Historic District (Friends) outlined a timeline regarding the proposed JCP&L substation.  She requested that the Committee speak with JCP&L regarding the discussed land swap as she felt the proposed site was an unsafe location and located in an historic location.
Mr. Van Doren read from a letter from the law firm of Morgan, Lewis regarding the matter of alternate sites.

Mary Kalb stated that she was contacted by Senator Oroho’s office regarding the JCP&L matter.  She noted that she received an anonymous letter stating that JCP&L approached residents in Washington Township regarding alternate sites.
Jerry Kalb outlined the history of the JCP&L project since mid summer when the BPU met and (in his words) told Tewksbury that they were “worthless”.  He noted that the Committee took the first steps with regard to asking JCP&L to consider alternate sites, but challenged the Committee with the question “what are you going to do?”

Mr. Van Doren stated that he and Dr. Voyce will meet with JCP&L representatives and he will continue his discussion with the Mayor of Chester Township and Dr. Voyce with the Mayor of Washington Township.  He stated that he understood the residents’ frustration, but noted that the Committee cannot tell JCP&L where to put the substation.

Mr. Kalb countered that the Committee can tell JCP&L where not to put the substation, adding that the value of his land will be greatly devalued.

David Barnes questioned if the letter from JCP&L counsel stating that Green Acres is not interested in a land swap was written in response to the letter from the Scenic Roads Commission regarding screening.
Mr. Selvaggi stated that the letter from JCP&L counsel, Mr. Laskey pertained to the request  made by the Friends and the Township regarding an extend period of dialogue.  This would occur with respect only to the Fox Hill Road site-no other sites are being considered.

Mayor DiMare returned to the meeting at this time.

Wilma Frey stated that she was disappointed in the discussion regarding the proposed Resolution regarding the Highlands preservation area.  She added that the Committee should not listen to “out-of-towners” and that the report as submitted by Independence Township was inaccurate.

Frances Spann expressed her disappointment that the Committee did not adopt the proposed Resolution and questioned Dr. Voyce and Mr. Mennen as to their reasoning.

Dr. Voyce stated that he was hoping to have a special meeting on 12/07/09 so that two separate Resolutions could be adopted:  one for the planning area and one for the preservation area.

Mr. Mennen stated that his reason for not adopting the Resolution should have been clear based on his comments.  He reiterated that the submissions were incomplete and was not prepared to vote on an item without sufficient information.

Mr. Mennen stated his concern with State mandate versus home rule.  He added that the Committee should have had additional information to review prior to the submission of Resolution #139-2009 so that an informed decision could have been made, adding that the Resolution was a “bad one page Resolution” for such an important issue.

He noted that he did not agree with rushing into this decision without full information as it would be fool hardy and the wrong thing to do.  
Dr. Voyce suggested that the Resolution be rewritten with specific areas of concern noted.

Ms. Frey stated that the Highlands Council supports the dual appraisal process and all of this information is on the Highlands website.

She added that it would have been better if the Township Committee had played a larger role in the planning process as she felt the bulk of the dialogue was between the Highlands Council staff and professional planners.

She stated that the Township Committee should move ahead with the process.
Mr. Van Doren noted that the Committee has endorsed the reauthorization of dual appraisal in the past.
In response to a question by Mr. Klumpp, Ms. Frey stated that she was speaking as a citizen and not a lobbyist.
It was noted that the next Township Committee meeting will be held on 12/08/09.

Appointments for 2010 will need to be discussed at an upcoming meeting.

7.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:55 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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