TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
MARCH 10, 2008
MOUNTAINVILLE
 

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met for a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present were:  Teddy Murphy, Bruce Mackie, Greg Storms, Tom Schroth, Mary Warner and Mario Colitti. 
Absent was:
 Chairman Teasdale, Mary Ace and Laurence Malloy.   
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on December 10, 2007.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Ms. Murphy asked the audience if there was anything they’d like to discuss which was not on the agenda to which the response was negative.  Therefore, she closed the public portion of the session.  
MINUTES

Ms. Murphy asked if there were any questions or comments regarding the February 11, 2008 minutes to which the response was negative.  Mr. Mackie made a motion to approve the February 11th minutes and Mr. Storms seconded motion.  All were in favor.    
CORRESPONDENCE

Ms. Murphy asked the Commission if there were any questions or comments regarding the correspondence to which the response was negative.  She noted that ANJEC sent a notice regarding an upcoming workshop on Municipal Energy Audits.  
1. A letter dated February 15, 2008 from South Branch Watershed Association      regarding their annual South Branch Raritan River Clean Up.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES INVENTORY

· Discussion regarding Environmental Resources Inventory

Ms. Murphy announced the discussion regarding the ERI.  She stated that there would be a major draft review prior to sending the draft to the Land Use Board.  She stated that the ERI was tentatively scheduled to be presented to the Land Use Board at the April 16th meeting.  She added that the Township Tax Office is preparing a Block and Lot list of properties with Woodland Management Plans.  She asked whether the Commission would like the utility line easements included on the mapping for the ERI to which Mr. Mackie responded in the positive and noted that he didn’t think it would be difficult to achieve.  She stated that she passed on the woodlands mapping to the Forestry Advisory Board and they felt that the mapping covered the woodlands, however, requested that a description of the woodlands be provided on the mapping as well.  

ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Stream Crossing Protocol Project – Update

· Discussion regarding Well Testing Project

Ms. Murphy stated that the Stream Crossing Protocol Meeting would be held on March 29th at 9:00AM in the Mountainville Meeting Hall.  He stated that most participants have committed to participating in the meeting on the 29th.  

Mr. Schroth stated that he prepared a draft version of the well test flyer for everyone to review and provide comment.  Ms. Murphy stated that the Commission needed to finalize the draft tonight as Ms. McCarthy needed to send it to the Times of Tewksbury in time for the April edition.  Mr. Schroth asked where the flyers are distributed to which she responded that Ms. McCarthy would give both elementary schools flyers for the students to bring home.  She added that the flyers could be placed in the library, post office, etc.  She also recommended that they be distributed to all of the Township Committees and Commissions as well as given out on Arbor Day.  Ms. Murphy asked for volunteers to help with the intake on May 19th and May 21st.  Mr. Mackie, Mr. Schroth and Ms. Warner volunteered to help with the intake.  Mr. Schroth offered to collect the well test kits for elderly people unable to come to the municipal building.  Mr. Schroth recommended that sandwich boards be placed throughout the Township to promote the well testing.  Mr. Mackie stated that he couldn’t make the May 19th date; however, he would help on the 21st.  Mr. Schroth offered to send out the final draft to the Commission electronically.     

Ms. Murphy stated that a representative from the utility service regarding an expo to be held at Liberty State Park.  She added that it may be helpful for someone to attend that meeting.  She further added that the same representative was going to come to Tewksbury to discuss the clear cutting issues.  
Ms. Murphy stated that Arbor Day would be celebrated on April 25th of this year.  She also stated that the next public hearing for the JCP&L application would be held April 16th, 7:00PM, at Old Turnpike School.  
LAND USE BOARD MATTERS

· Update on Land Use Board matters

Mr. Mackie stated that the last meeting was held at the Old Turnpike School for the JCP&L public hearing.  He added that he is recused from the application and was unable to report on the meeting.  Ms. Murphy stated that the applicant had one person testify who was in charge of substations.  She stated that he was asked why the applicant had to have the location at that particular site to which he responded that he didn’t know why they didn’t consider other sites.  She added that the Land Use Board was very aggressive in questioning the witness.  She stated that there were about 100 people in the audience.  She stated that the next meeting would be held on April 16th.  She expressed concern regarding the Township Committee representatives not attending the April 16th meetings to which Mr. Mackie responded that he didn’t think the Mayor could sit for the application.  
ADJOURNMENT
As there was no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned by a motion of Mr. Colitti and seconded by Mr. Mackie at 8:28 p.m.
 

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie McCarthy
