TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
August 10, 2009

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:37 p.m., roll call taken and a quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Tom Schroth, Miriam Murphy, Bruce Mackie, Mario Colitti and Laurence Malloy arrived at 7:42 p.m.
Absent:  Greg Storms and Mary Ace
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 14, 2009.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  There being no public comment Mr. Teasdale closed the public portion of the meeting.  
MINUTES
The minutes of July 13, 2009 were approved with minor correction by motion of Mr. Schroth and seconded by Mrs. Murphy.  All were in favor.  Mr. Colitti abstained.

CORRESPONDENCE:

A motion to acknowledge receipt of the following list of correspondence was made by Mrs. Murphy and seconded by Mr. Schroth.  All were in favor.  

· A letter dated July 15, 2009 from the NJDEP to Ann Sheeran regarding the amended decision for the JCP&L Califon Substation, Block 17, Lot 2.

· Notice of Freshwater Wetlands Application for an LOI for Bellemead Development Corporation, Block 47, Lot 48.  
· Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District Notices for:

a. Todd Agricultural Building – Block 38, Lots 14 & 14.03
b. Clover Field Farm Dwelling & Barn/Apartment – Block 42, Lot 6.01
A brief discussion ensued regarding the letter dated July 15, 2009 from NJDEP to Ann Sheeran and the proposed JCP&L substation and a possible hearing with the BPU in Newark.  

Mr. Teasdale noted the correspondence regarding the LOI application for Bellemead and indicated that there have been meetings between the Township and Lloyd Tubman, attorney for Bellemead, to discuss the development of the properties.    
DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board, Pascale Advisory Committee and Land Use Board)
Forest Advisory Board - Mrs. Murphy reported that weeding around the newly planted trees has been difficult but Mr. Hull found a way to take care of the trees in the Oldwick Fields; eventually cedar mulch needs to be applied to the base of the trees.  Mrs. Murphy reported that there is likely to be CEU bearing seminars in the Township so that the DPW staff and other citizens can partake locally rather than traveling to off-site seminars.  No CEU’s have been obtained this year but Mrs. Murphy noted that she has asked the State if the work on Arbor Day will qualify.  She noted that the workshop topic would possibly be identification and control of invasives and proper pruning techniques.
Land Use Board - Mr. Mackie reported that the most recent meeting was cancelled.  There was a brief discussion regarding future Master Plan updates, Mr. Mackie noted that the feeling was that the Board needs to wait for the Highlands Regional Master Plan issues to shake out.  

· Review of Revised ERI and scheduling of special September meeting for public hearing
Mr. Teasdale provided the Commission members with a presentation of the ERI in its final form.  Mr. Teasdale asked everyone to read the Preface and give feedback before the ERI goes to print.  Mr. Teasdale also showed the Commission members the documents submitted to the Highlands Council to satisfy the Highlands ERI Module.  He noted that it is the intent to make the Highlands ERI Module an addendum to the ERI prepared by the Environmental Commission.  
The consensus of the Commission was that the document was ready for release to the public.  Mr. Teasdale proposed having the regularly scheduled meeting on September 14, 2009 and a special meeting on Tuesday, September 29, 2009 for public input.  Debbie Kratzer will provide the presentation.  

· Report on outcome of 2009 water testing program
Mr. Teasdale noted that he spoke with Dee Ely and she is pulling the data together and will provide it at a later date.  
· Review of build-out maps provided by Highlands Council
Mr. Teasdale reviewed briefly the build-out report provided to the Township from the Highlands Council noting that the build out number is 157 units if the Township opts in.  Mr. Mackie noted that if the Township decides not to opt in the build out in the preservation area is 196 units and 740 units in the planning area.  Mr. Teasdale recommended the Commission review the report and if there are any questions or concerns provide the information to Mr. Mackie to pass to the Land Use Board.  
Mr. Teasdale opined that the best contribution to the Township would be a solid ERI.  A brief discussion ensued regarding the Commission taking a position on opting in vs. not opting in and the consensus of the Commission was to present the data and not take a position; the Commission should offer assistance verifying accuracy of any of the data.  It was noted that the Environmental Commission should advise on the environmental impact of 740 units in the planning area.  
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Commission adjourned at 9:28 p.m. by motion of Mr. Mackie and seconded by Mr. Malloy.  All were in favor.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
