TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

JANUARY 13, 2009 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor Louis DiMare presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members Robert Hoffman, William Mennen, Shaun Van Doren and William Voyce.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator, Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk and Michael Selvaggi, Township Attorney were in attendance.

There were approximately ten members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor DiMare.
2.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.

3.
Public Participation

There were no comments heard from the public.
4.
Actions to be Taken 

· Citizen of the Year Presentation

Dr. Voyce read the following Proclamation into the minutes of the meeting.
PROCLAMATION TO RECOGNIZE THE 2008 CITIZEN OF THE YEAR FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY        

Friends of the Tewksbury Township Public Library

WHEREAS, it is the annual custom for the Mayor of the Township of Tewksbury to proclaim the virtues of an outstanding citizen and to award the title Citizen of the Year through Proclamation; and

WHEREAS, this award is in recognition of the many contributions made by individuals and groups over the years for the benefit of all Township residents; and
WHEREAS, this recipient, was incorporated on August 17, 1983 for the purpose of furthering the social, artistic and intellectual interest of its members, promoting and assisting the Tewksbury Township Public Library in its purposes and activities to further citizenship, philanthropic endeavors and the interest of all persons in civic and library activities; and

WHEREAS, these Citizens of the Year have contributed countless hours of volunteer time and concern for the planning and coordination of numerous successful events for the Tewksbury Township Public Library; and
    

WHEREAS, these Citizens of the Year have worked to make the resources of the Tewksbury Township Public Library better known, and

WHEREAS, these Citizens of the Year have received donations of gifts, books, video cassettes, endowments, equipment and furnishing for the Tewksbury Township Public Library, and

WHEREAS, the service these individuals have rendered to the Tewksbury Township Public Library has benefited the citizenry of the Township, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that as Mayor of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, I do hereby proclaim the 2008

Tewksbury Citizens of the Year to be the Friends of the Tewksbury Township Public Library; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this proclamation shall be presented in its entirety in the minutes of the Tewksbury Township Committee so that all may recognize the

contributions that the Friends of the Tewksbury Township Public Library have made to the quality of life in the Township of Tewksbury and so that we may honor their contribution now and in the future.
____________________

Dr. William J. Voyce

Mayor

At 7:40 PM Dr. Voyce moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Mennen.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #27A-2009
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to hear Advice of Attorney.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.
_____________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

5.
Reconvened
The meeting reconvened at 9:30 PM.

6.
Actions to be Taken (continued)

Dr. Voyce made a motion to authorize the Township Attorney to proceed with matters as discussed in Executive Session with respect to the JCP&L matter, seconded by Mr. Hoffman.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

Dr. Voyce made a motion to adopt the previously read Proclamation to Recognize the 2008 Citizen of the Year for the Township of Tewksbury, seconded by Mr. Mennen.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

A special meeting will be noticed for 1/19/09 at 1:00 PM in the Police Administration Building.  
· Ordinance Introduction

Dr. Voyce made a motion to introduce Ordinance #01-2009, seconded by Mr. Van Doren.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

The Public Hearing is scheduled for 2/10/09 at 7:30 PM.

ORDINANCE #01- 2009

ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS 

AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK

 (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

# # # 

Dr. Voyce made a motion to introduce Ordinance #02-2009, seconded by Mr. Hoffman.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

The Public Hearing is scheduled for 2/10/09 at 7:30 PM.

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

 COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

ORDINANCE # 02-2009

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE #09-2008 ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE TO FUND THE PURCHASE OF A GENERATOR FOR THE HUNTERS GLEN SEWER UTILITY, ROAD IMPROVEMENTS, STORMWATER IMPROVEMENTS, RECREATION/ATHLETIC FIELD IMPROVEMENT, IRRIGATION, MUNICIPAL BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS  AND EQUIPMENT ACQUISITION
“

# # # 

Mr. Hoffman made a motion to introduce Ordinance #04-2009, seconded by Mr. Mennen.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

The Public Hearing is scheduled for 2/10/09 at 7:30 PM.

ORDINANCE NO. 04-2009

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY, 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,

TO AUTHORIZE THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE

DEDICATION OF HILDEBRANT ROAD IN

TEWKSBURY MEADOWS, BLOCK 37, LOT 7
# # # 

Mr. Hoffman made a motion to introduce Ordinance #03-2009, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Voyce.  Nays: None. Abstain:  Mennen, Van Doren.  

The Public Hearing is scheduled for 2/10/09 at 7:30 PM.

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

ORDINANCE # 03-2009

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY BY REVISING CHAPTER 8.30, ENTITLED “QUARRY REGULATION”

# # #

· Consent Agenda

Mr. Mennen requested that Resolution #28-2009 and the minutes of 12/9/08 be removed from the Consent Agenda.
Mr. Van Doren requested that Resolution #32-2009, the Executive Session minutes of 12/9/08 and the regular minutes of 1/1/09 be removed from the Consent Agenda.

Mr. Hoffman requested that the authorization to have mayor sign Red Light Permit for Paul Zanelli be removed from the Consent Agenda.

Dr. Voyce moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Mr. Hoffman.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #27-2009

REDEMPTION OF A TAX SALE CERTIFICATE 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make the following payments for the redemption of a tax sale certificate.

Block 
Lot

Name





CERT #
Amount

31
33.01

Plymouth Park Tax Service


07-06

11,011.87




P.O. Box 2288




premium
  4,500.00



Morristown, NJ 07962-2288


 
             15,511.87

13
4

Plymouth Park Tax Service


07-03

55,150.00




P.O. Box 2288




premium
73,000.00



Morristown, NJ 07962-2288


 
          128,150.00

__________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

RESOLUTION #29-2009

TO RECOGNIZE JEAN MARIE DUHAMEL 

WHEREAS, Jean Marie DuHamel has served the Police Department of the Township of Tewksbury for fifteen years; and

WHEREAS, Jean Marie DuHamel has a record of excellent service to the community; and 

WHEREAS, Jean Marie DuHamel’s work ethic is exemplary and her demeanor towards the public is always professional and courteous; and

WHEREAS, Jean Marie DuHamel has worked with the Domestic Violence Program at the municipal and County level and has worked as a Police Matron with both the Township of Tewksbury and the Township of Washington; and 

WHEREAS, Jean Marie DuHamel has worked countless hours to serve the citizens of the Township of Tewksbury.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby recognizes Jean Marie DuHamel for her dedicated and superior service to the Township.

____________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

RESOLUTION #30-2009

TO RECOGNIZE LORETTA WINTERS

WHEREAS, Loretta Winters has served the Construction Department of the Township of Tewksbury for thirteen years; and    

WHEREAS, Loretta Winters has a record of exemplary service to the community; and 

WHEREAS, Loretta Winters has worked countless hours to serve the citizens of the Township of Tewksbury; and 

WHEREAS, Loretta Winters has donated her time and talents to serving many volunteer organizations in the Township and surrounding municipalities.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby recognizes Loretta Winters for her dedicated and superior service to the Township and wishes her good fortune in her well deserved retirement.

____________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

RESOLUTION #31-2009

TO RECOGNIZE CHIEF RUSSEL JAMES O’DELL 

WHEREAS, Russel James O’Dell has served the Police Department of the Township of Tewksbury for thirty years; and

WHEREAS, Russel James O’Dell has a record of exemplary service to the community as a Police Officer and volunteer; and 

WHEREAS, Russel James O’Dell has worked countless hours to serve the citizens of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey by keeping the community safe for residents, businesses and visitors; and 

WHEREAS, Russel James O’Dell was promoted to the rank of Sergeant based on his demonstrated leadership ability; and

WHEREAS, Russel James O’Dell was prompted to the position of Chief of Police of the Tewksbury Police Department which is a position of leadership and professionalism; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby recognizes Chief Russel James O’Dell for his dedicated and superior service to the Township.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Township Committee would like to publicly thank Russel James O’Dell for his years of service and wish him the best of luck, good health and good fortune upon his retirement.
__________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

RESOLUTION #33-2009

TO PRESENT SERVICE FIREARM TO CHIEF RUSSEL JAMES O’DELL 

WHEREAS, Chief O’Dell has served the Police Department of the Township of Tewksbury for thirty years; and

WHEREAS, Chief O’Dell had to purchase his first service firearm with personal funds; and 

WHEREAS, Chief O’Dell has requested that he be allowed to keep his current service firearm upon retirement; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has determined that this current service firearm will be excess to the needs of the Department upon his impending retirement; and

WHEREAS, Chief O’Dell has agreed to keep the service firearm as a memento of his service with the Township and has agreed to keep this as personal property; and

WHEREAS, the appropriate permits and paperwork have been completed for this transfer of ownership.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the transfer of Smith and Wesson Model #4566TSW  from the Township of Tewksbury to Chief O’Dell effective February 1, 2009.  

__________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 

· Correspondence List

· Authorization to have Municipal  Clerk sign NJ Fireman’s Association Membership Application – Webster Todd

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA
In response to a question by Mr. Mennen, it was stated that Carolyn Quinn was the new employee replacing Loretta Winters.
Mr. Van Doren opined that the position should not be filled until the Budget is set.  Discussion followed regarding the need to have a full time versus part time position, the salary and the job duties.  Mr. Landon stated that the position has already been filled and the Committee was advised of this in 2008. He added that the work load warrants a full time employee in order to keep the office current with the reporting.

Mr. Mennen made a motion to adopt Resolution #28-2009, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion failed.  Ayes:  Mennen, Voyce.  Nays:  DiMare, Hoffman, Van Doren.

Further discussion followed regarding the fact that the Personnel Policy authorizes the Administrator to hire and fire Township personnel and Ms. Quinn is currently getting paid for her work.  It was suggested that Charles Rogers explain to the Committee as to why the position should be full time. 

As Ms. Quinn has been hired, it was suggested that the Resolution be adopted and the term be through 1/31/09.

Mr. Mennen made a motion to adopt Resolution #28-2009 as amended for the period through 1/31/09 at the monthly rate of $2,916.00, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #28-2009

A RESOLUTION SETTING THE 2009 SALARIES AND WAGES FOR THE EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the following salary and wage for the employee so stated is hereby set for the year 2009.

	CONSTRUCTION CODE ENFORCEMENT

	Carolyn Quinn
	Technical Assistant


	35,000.00/annum*

*retroactive to 12/29/08

Through 1/31/09


__________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

Mr. Mennen noted a correction on page 18 of the regular session minutes of 12/9/09.

Mr. Mennen made a motion to adopt the regular session minutes of 120/09 as corrected, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  
· Minutes of 12/9/08
Mr. Van Doren stated that he was not in favor of Resolution #32-2009 as he felt it would “be barking up the wrong tree”.

Mr. Mennen made a motion to adopt Resolution #32-2009, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Voyce.  Nays: Van Doren.  
RESOLUTION #32-2009

SUPPORT OF A- 3570 TO ABOLISH THE COUNCIL ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING

WHEREAS, the Council on Affordable Housing’s (COAH) bureaucracy has indisputably run amuck, imposing arbitrary, unreasonable and outrageous demands for “affordable housing” on municipalities throughout New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, COAH’s actions have seriously disrupted the efforts of local elected officials to govern their communities on a rational basis; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury believes that the fundamental premise behind COAH:  that the State has the wisdom to dictate housing decisions to municipalities, is irreparably flawed; and  

WHEREAS, the only proper response to the current crisis is to “retire” COAH and start anew on crafting a State housing policy, this time with significant input from the people who actually have the knowledge needed to oversee intelligent housing decisions; namely local elected officials.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury support Assembly Bill A-3570 introduced by Assemblyman Peter Biondi and Assemblyman Richard A. Merkt to Abolish the Council on Affordable Housing and its disruptive State mandates now and get on with the important business of creating a rational and workable housing policy to meet the needs of all New Jersey residents; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution be sent to Assemblyman Peter Biondi, Assemblyman Richard A. Merkt, the New Jersey State League of Municipalities, Senator Oroho, Assemblyman Chiusano, Assemblywoman McHose and the Executive Director of the Council on Affordable Housing.

__________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor
Mr. Van Doren noted a correction to the Executive Session minutes of 12/9/09.  

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt the Executive Session minutes of 12/9/09 as corrected, seconded by Dr. Voyce. The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  
· Executive Session minutes of 12/9/08

Mr. Van Doren noted his concern with some of the terms and seats for various appointed members.  He stated that the terms were put forth incorrectly at the reorganization meeting.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt the minutes of 1/1/09, seconded by Mr. Mennen.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  
· Minutes of 1/1/09

The application for a Red Light Permit for Paul Zanelli was held for clarification.

Mr. Van Doren requested copies of items 23 and 58 from the Correspondence List.

7.
Reports

· Township Committee Sub Committees & Township Committee Comments 
Dr. Voyce noted that the DPW has had recent challenges lately and certain pieces of equipment are in need of repair.

Mr. Hoffman made a motion to continue the meeting until 10:30 PM, seconded by Dr. Voyce. The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

Discussion followed regarding the need to list an Executive Session on a Township Committee agenda if it is known in advance that one will be conducted.

Mr. Mennen stated that the Board of Education is holding a special meeting on 1/14/09 to hear and receive a report on the effectiveness of their administration and to interview a new Board Attorney.

Note was made regarding a shared services meeting on 1/29/09 at 6:30 PM.  Dr. Voyce stated that he would be able to attend.

Mayor DiMare stated that he attended the reorganization meeting of the Land Use Board.

· Township Attorney
Mr. Selvaggi noted that a matter of potential litigation needs to be discussed in Executive Session.

Discussion followed regarding Mr. Hoffman’s question pertaining to the DEP rules on washing of vehicles.
· Township Administrator
Mr. Landon noted the following items from his report.

· The Callanan and Young closing are moving ahead for closing.

·  Individuals from the Police Chief’s Association will be in to conduct an oral interview with the candidate for Police Chief.
· Rehabilitation of the Bartles house is moving along.  The Township will have to go out to bid soon for water hook up.

· A Highlands grant in the amount of $15,000.00 for the initial assessment has been received.  The Build-out Analysis grant is being applied for in the amount o f $50,000.00.

· The fire truck for the Oldwick Fire Company is moving along and should be ready for delivery in March.

Mr. Van Doren opined that work on the Bartles house be slowed down until the 2009 Budget is in place.  He added that the Township should not go out to bid on certain items at this time.

8.
Executive Session

At 10:15 PM Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Hoffman.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #34-2009
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss litigation, personnel and contract negotiations.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.
_____________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

9.

Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:45 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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