TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
January 10, 2011

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:38 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Bruce Mackie, Mary Ace, Tom Schroth and Glenn Likus.
Absent:  Mario Colitti, Joe Weber, Bob Hoffman and Matt Grobert.
Mr. Teasdale welcomed Mr. Likus to the Commission and he was officially sworn in and signed his Oath of Office.    

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on December 17, 2010.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  
Dan Noe, 30 Bissell Road, noted that he and his family have been residents of Tewksbury for 15 years and explained that he’s contemplating a career in journalism.  He read about the Environmental Commission on the township webpage and decided to attend to learn more about the issues the Commission is dealing with.  Mr. Teasdale briefed Mr. Noe on the functions of the Township Committee, the Land Use Board and the Environmental Commission.  

Calvin Lin, Princeton, explained that as an AmeriCorps member he services the Upper Raritan Watershed Assoc.  He explained that his function with AmeriCorps is with the NJ Watershed Ambassador Program which provides education outreach about watershed issues.  Mr. Lin explained that he attended the meeting to observe the Environmental Commission and to gain contacts to spread environmental awareness to fulfill his requirements.  Ms. Ace suggested that Mr. Lin get involved with the water study/stream testing through URWA.    
There being no other questions, Mr. Teasdale closed the public portion of the meeting.  
CLAIM

1. 2011 ANJEC Membership Dues - $380 
Ms. Ace made a motion to approve the claim for the 2011 ANJEC Membership with the workshop plan for $380 and Mr. Schroth seconded the motion.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:  

Roll Call Vote:

Ayes:  Mr. Mackie, Mr. Likus, Ms. Ace, Mr. Schroth and Mr. Teasdale

Nays:  None 

CORRESPONDENCE
Mr. Schroth made a motion acknowledging receipt of the following items of correspondence.  Ms. Ace seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

a) Highlands Applicability Determination Application from Margit Lauezzari re: Block 31, Lot 25. 

b) A copy of a letter dated December 17, 2010 from the NJDEP to Jeffrey Everson re: Everson Barn Pool Addition, Block 11, Lot 16.07.
c) Notice from PSE&G dated December 2010 regarding an application for a permit to the NJDEP to authorize PSE&G to conduct regulated activities within the PSE&G service area. 
d) A copy of Ordinance No. RO-44-05 from Washington Township regarding steep slopes, ridgeline, mountainside, hillside and viewshed protection areas regulations.   
e) A letter dated December 23, 2010 from Shana Goodchild re: Johnson Helistop, Appl. No. 09-05 – Preliminary/Final Major Site Plan and Use Variance, Block 23, Lot 23.
f) ANJEC Report, Winter 2011.
Regarding item d), Mr. Teasdale suggested that one of the Commission members lead the discussion at the February meeting.  There being no volunteers, Mr. Teasdale offered to do some research on the issue and lead the discussion at the next meeting.  He asked that everyone review the ordinance and be ready for a discussion.  Ms. Ace noted that she and Wilma Frey researched ordinances years ago and she agreed to gather some information for next month’s discussion.  Mr. Mackie noted that the Land Use Board is looking to bolster the ordinances regarding wireless telecommunication towers and solar and windmill facilities.  Mr. Schroth noted that the plans for a cell tower at the Oldwick Fire Company property are moving along; the cell company erected a test tower.      
RESOLUTIONS

· Resolution No. 11-01 – Annual Meeting Dates
The following resolution was approved by motion of Mr. Schroth and seconded by Ms. Ace. 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

RESOLUTION NO. 11-01


WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, requires that certain notices of meetings be submitted to the press and other interested persons.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Environmental Commission of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The schedule of regular meetings of the Environmental Commission for 2011 is hereby approved.

2. The Land Use Administrator is designated as the person responsible for the 

distribution of the following list of regular meetings and those other than regular meetings to those persons and newspapers that request same.

January 10


July 11





February 14


August 8





March 14


September 12





April 11


October 17




May 9



November 14





June 13


December 12

3. The Land Use Administrator is also designated as the person responsible for

posting the list of regular meetings and notice of any other meetings on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building and filing same in the Municipal Office.

4. The Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat are hereby

designated to receive all notices of meetings as required under this Act, as it is determined that these are newspapers which would fulfill the requirements of the Act.

5. Requests for notice made by interested persons and news media shall be

granted without cost.

6. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

ROLL CALL VOTE

Those in Favor: 
Mr. Likus, Mr. Mackie, Mr. Teasdale, Ms. Ace and Mr. Schroth 

Those Opposed:  
None

DISCUSSION ITEMS

· 2011 Goals and Objectives
Tabled

· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board and Land Use Board)
Mr. Mackie briefly updated the Commission on the recently adopted Master Plan Re-Examination Report.  Mr. Teasdale encouraged the Commission members to read through the report prior to the February meeting.  

Mr. Mackie noted that at the January 5, 2011 Land Use Board reorganization meeting a presentation was given by a Township resident who is the founder and CEO of a solar energy company.  He gave a detailed presentation on the evolution of solar energy and offered his services to help the township create ordinances to regulate solar power, both residential applications as well as larger solar arrays.  Mr. Mackie opined that alternative energy applications will be an issue for the Township in the coming years.  
· Johnson Helistop, Appl. No. 09-05 Block 23, Lot 23
The Commission reviewed the plan and application material provided.  Mr. Teasdale noted that the application is for a use variance and site plan approval.  Mr. Teasdale read the following letter into the record:  

Dear Sirs:


This application seeks the Board’s approval for the creation of a heliport in the middle of land owned by Johnson family in Tewksbury Township.


What is proposed is a heliport on the lot that contains the farm office building near Homestead Road.


The heliport will be an integral part of the farming operation and used among other things to provide a landing area for the buyers of the cattle bred on Cedar Lane Farm.


We will show the Board that there will be little or no impact on the intent and purpose of the zone plan and the zoning ordinance of Tewksbury Township.  We will also show that there will be no substantial detriment to the public good by grant of this variance.


The heliport is not a permitted use under the DRO and thus we are applying for a zoning variance to establish it in the location shown on the application.


The heliport will be a grassy area far removed from any adjoining property owner’s land and very far removed from any house.


All that is required for the heliport is a stable relatively level grassy area that will provide a dependable landing and parking area for the helicopter.


In addition to Board approval, the applicant must also get state approval and we believe this be granted subsequent to the Board’s action on its application.


The farming operation will be much enhanced by the ability to promote the cattle breeding operation presently being conducted by the Johnson family.  This will also benefit other farmers in the area and will allow for maintenance of the large green space that this farm provides for the public to admire and to enhance the public good.


The application will have several witnesses including an engineer and a planner or we will also present testimony relating to the amount of noise generated by the helicopter owned by the Johnson family to alleviate any fears that this might be a noisy endeavor.  Far from it, but the current plans call for an average of less than one round trip per day.

The applicant seeks this Board’s approval to allow the construction of a heliport in the area shown on the application.  








Very truly yours,








Miles S. Winder, III

Mr. Teasdale opined that the Commission should comment on the issues of noise pollution (decibel level) and number of flights.  Mr. Likus disclosed that he knows the Johnson family and he thought that the heliport was being proposed for family convenience as well as for the farming business.  Ms. Ace expressed concern about the precedent that it establishes for future requests.  Mr. Schroth agreed with both Mr. Teasdale and Ms. Ace regarding noise and the precedent; once the first concession has been made there will be more requests.  Mr. Likus noted that they are the largest landowner in the Township and so no one else will have that argument; he opined that that could be the basis to reject future requests.  Ms. Ace noted that the Johnson family has been a great steward; however, this application should not be granted solely because of who the applicant is.  Mr. Teasdale offered to draft a review letter that raises the issues of decibel levels, birds and the precedent.  Mr. Schroth expressed concern that it is close to the village of Oldwick.    
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Mr. Schroth made a motion to adjourn at 9:09 p.m.  Mr. Mackie seconded the motion.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
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