TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
FEBRUARY 11, 2008
MOUNTAINVILLE
 

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met for a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present were:  Chris Teasdale, Teddy Murphy, Bruce Mackie, Mary Ace, Greg Storms,  Mary Elizabeth Warner, Mario Colitti and Tom Schroth. 
Absent was:
 Laurence Malloy.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on December 10, 2007.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale asked the audience if there was anything they’d like to discuss which was not on the agenda to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he closed the public portion of the session.
MINUTES

Chairman Teasdale asked if there were any questions or comments regarding the January 12, 2008 minutes to which the response was positive.  Ms. Murphy made a motion to approve the February 12th minutes as amended and Ms. Warner seconded motion.  All were in favor.    
On a more substantive note, Chairman Teasdale noted that the resolution of dates for the 2008 Environmental Commission meetings did not include the date of January 12, 2009, which the Commission had appended to the original resolution when it was approved.  This should be included in the minutes of January 12, 2008.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES INVENTORY

· Discussion regarding Environmental Resources Inventory (ERI)
Chairman Teasdale introduced the discussion regarding the Environmental Resources Inventory.  He noted that he had sent Ms. Kratzer (with a copy to the Environmental Commission) a detailed e-mail with editorial comments on draft material submitted to date.  He asked Commissioners if they had additional comments or concerns. Most Commissioners noted that, for any number of reasons, they were unable to access the pdf files.  After Chairman Teasdale expressed his concern that one or two reviewers was not adequate way to review such an important document, he made copies of his marked up version and gave one to each commissioner.

Chairman Teasdale asked Mrs. Ace if she would personally oversee the section on the URWA stream testing of the Rockaway Stream sites, given Mrs. Ace’s personal involvement with this project for so many years.  Mrs. Ace agreed and suggested she would involve Mrs. Spann in the review process.

Chairman Teasdale then asked Commissioners to review table 8.1 on pages 136 – 137, which showed Tewksbury open space.  General discussion ensued as to how best to interpret the data.  Questions asked by various members included: What was the purpose of this table?  Did the table show all preserved property? Could additional information be included, such as street address?  Would the public know what to do with this data?  Would the data be confusing, implying public access when some properties were really private?  If the property was public, should parking and/or trail-heads be indicated?  Should such things as hunting or active vs. passive recreation be noted?  Chairman Teasdale closed the discussion by stating that he would ask for a meeting with Ms. Goodchild, the Township Land Use Administrator.  He would seek to understand the information from Ms. Goodchild in order to the guide construction of a table that would be most helpful to the public.

STREAM CROSSING 
· Discussion regarding Stream Crossing Project
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the stream crossing project.  He noted that the workshop was scheduled for Saturday, February 23.  Mr. Colitti noted that he would send a reminder to the workshop attendees reminding them of the time and place.  Mrs. Murphy offered to bring a coffee pot and Chairman Teasdale offered to bring bagels and other breakfast materials.  Chairman Teasdale asked if any Commissioners were planning to attend, to which a number of those present replied in the affirmative.  Chairman Teasdale noted that the trainer, Tara Petti, was planning on doing some actual work at a stream site near the Municipal building.

WELL TESTING

· Discussion regarding well testing
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion on the annual Well Testing project.  Mrs. Murphy noted that the dates of Monday May 12 and Wednesday May 14 had been selected as the dates for the annual water testing.  She noted that there was a limit of about 50 test kits that could be handled by SBWA on a given day.  Mrs. Murphy had a flier that urged people to get their water tested, particularly for such things as arsenic, which is common in the Piedmont area.  Several Commissioners suggested that the flier we send to schools this year be double sided and include the generic SBWA flier on one side and the Tewksbury dates and other local information on the other side.  Mrs. Murphy noted that we had been quite successful last year in selling kits at the “Junk” day, and that accepting cash and checks was beneficial to some residents.  Mr. Teasdale noted that we should still ask for residents to sign a release giving use of the data to the Environmental Commission.  He further noted that Mrs. Goodchild had begun to plot some of the data, but the he had not seen it yet.  He also noted that if we continued to get 50 or more test results a year, soon we would have statistically significant data to use in modeling general water quality in large sections of the township.  Mr. Schroth noted that he had not yet had a substantive connection with a potential funding source for grants to offset the costs of water tests.  He noted he would continue to pursue this option.

BUDGET

· Discussion regarding 2008 Budget
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion on the submission of the Environmental Commission budget to the Township Committee.  He noted that the submission included $900 for an LCD projector to be shared by various township committees to project maps and other information to aid public discussions.  A second item was for copying and reproduction of ERI information to insure that various committees had adequate copies for their use.  The final item was for $1,000 to aid in the development of a survey to be targeted to Oldwick residents regarding well testing.  Chairman Teasdale and Mr. Schroth had a discussion about what might be required in such a survey.  Mr. Schroth noted that such a survey might not be required at this point – pending further investigation -- and that holding off on that budget request might be prudent.

Mr. Teasdale noted that he would present the final budget request to the Township Committee on February 26.

HIGHLANDS

· Discussion regarding Highlands
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion on the Highlands Regional Master Plan.  He noted that he, Mrs. Murphy, and Mrs. Ace had all been present at the information session held at Old Turnpike School regarding the Highlands Regional Master Plan.  Mr. Teasdale summarized some of the main topics covered, including the possible introduction of a water use fee for non-Highlands residents to help fund purchase and/or protection of land in the Highlands; information on TDR; and benefits of “opting in” the planning area section of the township.  Mr. Teasdale noted that a number of farmers expressed concerns about provisions in the Regional Master Plan.  He also noted that despite their concerns, some farmers seemed to think that “opting in” would benefit the township, particularly if it meant that distribution of preservation funds would flow to towns that had “opted in.”

LAND USE BOARD MATTERS

· Update on Land Use Board matters

Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion on Land Use Board matters.  Mr. Mackie noted that the major topic of review at the upcoming Land Use Board meeting would be the JCP&L electric substation.  As there was no discussion other than noting the date of the public meeting, no recusals were required.

ADJOURNMENT
As there was no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned by a motion of Ms. Ace and seconded by Ms. Murphy at 9:32 p.m.
 

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie McCarthy
