TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MARCH 8, 2011 MINUTES


 The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular/work session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor Peter Melick presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members Dana Desiderio, Shaun Van Doren and William Voyce.
Committeeman Louis DiMare was not in attendance.
Jesse Landon, Township Administrator, Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk and Michael Selvaggi, Township Attorney were in attendance.

There were approximately four members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Melick.
2.
Executive Session

At  7:15 PM Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare.
.  

RESOLUTION #41a-2011
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Personnel.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

Peter Melick.

Mayor

3.
Reconvened

The meeting reconvened at 7:30 PM.
4.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
5.
Public Participation
Hank Klumpp noted that he posed questions to the Township Committee on 02/08/11 and still did not have answers regarding the Highlands.  He also was unable to receive answers directly from the Highlands Council.  Mr. Klumpp stressed that his property values have been destroyed and his land was stolen from him.  Information from the Highlands website was read regarding septic licensing requirements.

Mr. Van Doren stated that Mr. Klumpp should contact the Highlands Council directly regarding his questions concerning equity.
Further discussion followed regarding the Highlands Act and that the Township legally had to opt into the Preservation Area.  It was added that no decision has been made regarding opting into the Planning Area.

Mr. Klumpp reiterated that he has never seen a scientific study that put his farm into the Preservation Area of the Highlands.  
George Cassa questioned the status of the Steinberg matter related to the right of way off of Rocky Glen Way.  
Ms. Selvaggi noted that he has not heard from with the Steinberg’s or the Weyrauch’s attorneys since January.  He commented on the matter with regard to right of way and condemnation of the property.

6. 
Actions to be taken
· 2011 Budget Introduction
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt Resolution #46-2011, seconded by Ms. Desiderio. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare.
TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
RESOLUTION #46-2011
WHEREAS, the 2011 Local Municipal Budget was introduced on the 8th day of March, 2011; and,

WHEREAS, during fiscal year 2011, the Township of Tewksbury will receive revenue  for various other special items in the amount of  $1,448,527.00.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that petition be made herewith to

the Director of the Division of Local Government Services that the 2011 Local

Municipal Budget include a special item of revenue under the heading of "Special Items of 

General Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written Consent of Director of Local 

Government Services-Other Special Items: 


Hunter’s Glen Sewer Utility-Debt Service
$   30,000.00


Reserve for Sale of Municipal Assets
1,373,527.00


Lease of Municipal Facilities
35,000.00


Fire Safety Fees
     10,000.00



$1,448,527.00

_____________________

Peter Melick.

Mayor

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt Resolution #47-2011, seconded by Dr. Voyce. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare.

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
RESOLUTION #47-2011
WHEREAS, the 2011 Local Municipal Budget was introduced on the 8th day of March, 2011; and,

WHEREAS, during the fiscal year 2011 the Township of Tewksbury has been  allocated a state grant for various programs in the amount of $29,343.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that petition be made herewith to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services that the 2011 Local Municipal Budget include a special item of revenue under the heading of "Special Items of  General Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written Consent of Director of Local  Government Services-Public and Private Revenues Offset with Appropriations:”

Clean Communities Program-2011
$ 21,055.00


State Forestry Grant (ARRA)
7,000.00


Body Armor Grant-2010
1,288.00



$ 29,343.00

_____________________

Peter Melick.

Mayor
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt Resolution #46-2011, seconded by Ms. Desiderio. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare.
TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
RESOLUTION #48-2011
WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury is holding a meeting on March 8, 2011, for the purpose of introducing the 2011 Municipal Budget and conducting other matters; and,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, Hunterdon County, New Jersey, that the Township of Tewksbury hereby petitions the Director of the Division of Local Government Services that the 2011 Local Municipal Budget be introduced and approved on March 8, 2011.

2011 TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUDGET

Surplus anticipated general revenues
$   2,368,000.00

Total Miscellaneous revenue
2,547,560.00

Receipts from Delinquent Taxes
300,000.00

Local Property Taxes
4,548,354.00
Total General Revenues
$9,763,914.00
Total Operations
$5,855,796.00

Capital Improvements
450,000.00

Debt Service

1,714,268.00

Statutory Expenditures
742,832.00

Reserve for Delinquent Taxes
1,001,017.00
Total 2011 Municipal Budget
$9,763,914.00



2011 Municipal Tax Rate
$0.3331

2011 TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL SEWER UTILITY BUDGET

Surplus anticipated general revenues
$   27,150.00

Total Miscellaneous revenue
176,050.00
Total General Revenues
$203,200.00
Total Operations
$203,200.00
Total 2011 Municipal Budget
$203,200.00



_____________________

Peter Melick.

Mayor

The Public Hearing on the 2011 Budget is scheduled for 04/12/11 at 7:30 PM in the Mountainville Meeting Hall.
Mr. Van Doren noted that the outstanding debt on the Christie Hoffman Farm has been paid.  This property was the first property purchased for the preservation of open space in the Township.  He suggested that a ceremony be held in conjunction with Arbor Day to recognize the event.
· Consent Agenda


Dr. Voyce requested that Resolution #43-2011 and the authorization to have the Mayor sign the Red Light Permit for Paul Zanelli of the TRS be removed from the Consent Agenda. 

Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Dimare.
RESOLUTION NO. 42-2011
RESOLUTION DENYING APPEAL FILED BY 
RICHARD FEDEROWICZ 

WHEREAS, Richard Federowicz applied to Township Engineer, Andrew Holt, P.E., for a waiver from the Grading and Surface Water Management regulations in connection with his proposed construction at 55 Burrell Road in Tewksbury Township; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Holt denied Mr. Federowicz’s waiver application on or about January 7, 2011; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Federowicz filed an appeal of Mr. Holt’s decision in accordance with Tewksbury Township Ordinance §13.12.150 with the governing body for the Township; and
WHEREAS, the aforesaid ordinance permits an appeal provided it is filed within ten (10) days of the Township Engineer’s decision; and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid ordinance further requires a hearing of the appeal before the Township Committee within forty-five (45) days of the governing body’s receipt of the Notice of Appeal; and
WHEREAS, the Township Committee complied with this requirement by conducting a public hearing on February 22, 2011; and
WHEREAS, the Township’s ordinances require that the appeal “be decided by the Township Committee only upon the record before the Township Engineer”; and
WHEREAS, the Township Committee at the hearing permitted Mr. Federowicz to make arguments in support of his appeal; and
WHEREAS, the Township Committee also heard from Mr. Holt who explained the reasons for his decision; and
WHEREAS, following the hearing, the Township Committee deliberated and rendered its decision.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, and State of New Jersey, after exercising its sound and principled judgment, that the decision rendered by Township Engineer Andrew Holt, P.E., was reasonable and consistent with the standards as set forth in Township Ordinance §13.12.010, et seq.  After reviewing the written record and entertaining oral argument, the Township Committee believes that Mr. Holt’s determination protects the public health, safety and welfare by preventing possible damage from flooding and the degradation of the property.  The Township Committee finds that Mr. Holt’s decision will protect the environmental character of Mr. Federowicz’s property, as well as adjacent lands, and minimize the potential for pollution and improper channeling or discharge of storm water runoff.  The Township Committee is mindful of the policies set forth in Township Ordinance §13.12.040 which seeks to administer the regulations in a manner to cause the least possible to the owner.   However, the Township Committee does not believe compliance with Mr. Holt’s decision will add unreasonable expense to Mr. Federowicz’s project and, more importantly, will protect the aforementioned environmental considerations; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Engineer's decision is hereby affirmed.
_____________________

Peter Melick.

Mayor

RESOLUTION # 44-2011

AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTY

FOR OLDWICK ANIMAL HOSPITAL, LLC

WHEREAS, Oldwick Animal Hospital, LLC (“Developer”) is a developer of the property known and designated on the Tewksbury Township Tax Map as Lot 28 in Block 45, (“Property”); and
WHEREAS, the Developer received final site plan approval for the development of the Property from the Township’s Land Use Board on December 5, 2007; and
WHEREAS, the conditions imposed upon the Developer required, among other things, that it post a Performance Guaranty in the amount of $75,180.00; and
WHEREAS, the Developer did post said Performance Guaranty; and
WHEREAS, the Developer subsequently received a reduction in the amount of the Performance Guaranty, reducing same to $22,554.00; and
WHEREAS, the Developer has now completed development of the Property in accordance with the approved plans and has installed the required improvements; and
WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has inspected the Property and has determined that the Developer has satisfactorily completed construction of the development and has set forth his determination in a letter dated February 17, 2011; and
WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has further recommended the release of the Performance Guaranty and the subsequent posting of a two-year maintenance bond in the amount of $9,397.50 in accordance with the New Jersey Municipal Land Use Law and the Ordinances of the Township of Tewksbury; and
WHEREAS, the Developer is prepared to post said two-year Maintenance Bond in the aforesaid amount.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, and State of New Jersey, that the Performance Guaranty previously posted by the Oldwick Animal Hospital, LLC for the Property shall and is hereby released, together with all accumulated interest, upon the condition that the Developer post a two-year Maintenance Bond in the amount of $9,397.50.  The Performance Guaranty shall not and cannot be released until the Developer does provide the Township with a two-year Maintenance Bond in a form deemed satisfactory by the Township’s Engineer and/or Attorney. 
_____________________

Peter Melick.

Mayor

RESOLUTION #45-2011

REDEMPTION OF A TAX SALE CERTIFICATE

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make the following payments for the redemption of a tax sale certificate.

Block 
Lot

Name





CERT #
Amount

14
18.04

Tad J. Dabrowski


  
2010-01
54,028.44



329 Durham Ave.








South Plainfield, NJ  07080

_____________________

Peter Melick.

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 

· Correspondence List

· Regular and Executive Session minutes of 02/22/11

· Authorization to have Clerk sign SA permit for 5/21/11 TEF Barn Dance

· Authorization to have Mayor sign F & D 5-21-11 TEF 50/50 raffle

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt Resolution #43-2011, seconded by Ms. Desiderio. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Melick, Van Doren.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare.  Abstain:  Voyce.
RESOLUTION #43-2011

TO AUTHORIZE A TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP FROM THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY TO THE TEWKSBURY RESCUE SQUAD

WHEREAS, the transfer of a 2007 Hall Mark O.E.M. trailer VIN # 16HPB16287P060178  to the Tewksbury Rescue Squad by the Township of Tewksbury is in the best interest of public safety; and

WHEREAS, the trailer will be provided to the Tewksbury Rescue Squad with the title of ownership for consideration of $5,000; and

WHEREAS, the trailer is transferred as is, with full responsibility for insurance, maintenance, licensing and etceteras becoming the responsibility of the Tewksbury Rescue Squad.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that this transfer has been made.

_____________________

Peter Melick.

Mayor

Mr. Van Doren made a motion authorizing the Mayor to sign the Red Light Permit for Paul Zanelli of the TRS , seconded by Ms. Desiderio. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Melick, Van Doren.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare.  Abstain:  Voyce.

· Authorization to have Mayor sign Red Light Permit for Paul Zanelli - TRS 

7.
Reports

· Township Committee Sub Committees & Township Committee Comments 
Ms. Desiderio noted discussion at the Land Use Board meeting regarding view sheds.  She commented on a recent County Planning Board meeting regarding the Time of Application Law.  She noted that the County Planning and Design Award banquet is scheduled for 03/30/11 and questioned if a Township official could be appointed to attend meetings such as these.

Mayor Melick suggested that people be advised of meetings but did not think a formal appointment would be necessary.

Dr. Voyce noted the Police and DPW reports.

Mr. Van Doren noted that the Budget is within the 2% CAP and the tax rate is rising 7/10 of one cent.  He noted that the Finance subcommittee reviewed the debt service, operations budget and the matter related to outside agencies utilizing the Township gas pumps.  He noted that the CFO is going to review the matter again and a follow up review will be conducted in three months.

Mr. Van Doren noted Senate Bill 2649 regarding deer control activities and deer feeding.

Mayor Melick opined that the proposed bill was ”one of the worst pieces of legislation” he has seen.  He added that the proposed bill will only allow the State more control and incur additional fees.

Mr. Klumpp stated that he believes the bill has to do with forestry and forest degradation and opined that it is a “loaded bill”.

Mr. Van Doren noted that Mr. McGill will appear before the CADB to be heard regarding his concerns of excessive chickens and roosters on a private property.

The two Ordinances from Califon and Bloomsbury Boroughs regarding the regulating of chickens were noted.  

Mayor Melick noted that approximately 26% of Township spending goes towards debt service and the Township is doing what they can to control costs.

Lights Out bracelets from the Girl Scouts were distributed to the Committee members.

Mayor Melick noted that there are a lot of issues in the dinner pot area of the Township with falling limbs and associated power outages.  He stated that this is a big problem area and suggested contacting the power company to ask them to trim the trees more aggressively.

Mayor Melick made a motion to have a letter sent to the power company asking that the trees in the dinner pot area on Route 517 be better maintained so as to avoid problems with falling limbs and associated power outages, seconded by Ms. Desiderio. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare.    

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to appoint Anna Maria Miele as the Alternate #2 member of the Board of Health to fill an unexpired term through 12-31-11, seconded by Ms. Desiderio. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare.    
Anna Maria Miele
Board of Health
Alternate #2
through 12/31/11

Ms. Desiderio made a motion to appoint Thomas Dillon as the public member of the Pascale Advisory Committee for a 3 year term through 12-31-13, seconded by Dr. Voyce. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare.    
Thomas Dillon

Pascale Advisory Comm.
Public

3 yr
through 12/31/13


 Mr. Van Doren made a motion to move Patrice Marturana to the position of Alternate #1 (from Alternate #2) on the Parks Committee to fill an unexpired term through 12-31-11, seconded by Ms. Desiderio. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare.    
Patrice Marturana
Parks Committee

Regular
1 yr
through 12/31/11 
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt the signing and release of the two (2) Declaration of Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions for the property located on block 48 Lot 5, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare.    
It was noted that William Petrick from the Tewksbury Schools and Dr. Shaddow from Voorhees High School will be in attendance at the 04/12/11 meeting to discuss their budgets.

The memo from the Historic Preservation Commission regarding historic districts will be discussed at the upcoming Township Committee meeting.
· Township Attorney

Mr. Selvaggi noted that a letter has been received from Mr. Saloman regarding the building of the fence around his pool.  He has been granted a 30 day extension due to the extreme weather conditions.
The Friends of the Fairmount Historic District are appealing the BPU decision to the Supreme Court regarding the JCP&L substation matter. 
· Township Administrator

Mr. Landon noted that sidewalks will be going out to bid shortly.
Mr. Holt, Mr. McGroarty, Mrs. Goodchild and Mr. Landon had a phone conference with Eileen Swan and Tom Bordon to discuss the wastewater management plan portion of the Highlands Act.
Mr. Landon noted that he received a response to a letter written to Senator Oroho regarding the non receipt of grant funding for the Potterstown Road project.  He was told that there is a point system for approval of grant funding and the three municipality project fell short because there are no public facilities on the road and there are not many accidents.  It was noted that points are not granted for a joint municipal project. Mr. Landon stated that he would write another letter to Senator Oroho stressing that the grant application would have aided three separate municipalities and was a good application.

Mr. Van Doren stated that the point system needs to be amended for applications from joint municipalities.  He suggested that the letter be copied to Senator Sweeney and Clinton and Readington Townships.

In response to a question from Mr. Klumpp, Mr. Landon stated that the Township’s debt is just over $22 million and the existing bans/bonds will be paid off over time.  
Ms. Desiderio stated that she had heard from Don Broughton who was confused about his responsibilities as the Chairman of the Parks Committee.  He stated that he did not understand what the Committee’s duties and responsibilities were and did not understand what the Committee could control/restrict in the parks.

Mr. Van Doren stated that a list of goals and objectives needs to be compiled and presented to the Township Committee for their review.

Mr. Landon stated that he would speak with Mr. Broughton in the coming week.
It was noted that the athletic fields are not formally open.  Mr. Van Doren noted that he has seen men at the Fairmount Fields and expressed his concern that the fields may get ruined if they are played on in wet weather.
8.
Executive Session

At  8:15 PM Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare.
.  

RESOLUTION #49-2011
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Contract Negotiations.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

Peter Melick.

Mayor

9.
Reconvened
The meeting reconvened at 8:40 PM.

10.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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