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The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a work session on the above date at the Municipal 
Building, Mountainville, NJ.  
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, roll call held and a quorum established. 
Mayor Peter Melick presided. 
 
Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members Louis DiMare, Shaun Van 
Doren and William Voyce. 
 
Dana Desiderio participated via telephone. 
 
Jesse Landon, Township Administrator was in attendance. 
 
There were approximately six members of the public in attendance. 
 
1. Open Public Meetings Statement 
The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Melick. 
 
2. Flag Salute 
Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag. 
 
3. Public Participation 
Blake Johnstone wished all present a Happy Thanksgiving, adding congratulations to Mr. Van 
Doren for his re-election to the Township Committee.    
He stated that he has a solution to the ongoing power outages on Hell Mountain and would like 
the Committee to contact JCP&L and the BPU regarding the matter.  He outlined the numerous 
outages that plague the 60-80 homes on Hell Mountain, including his on Bartles Road.  He 
stated that the power comes from the northern side of Hell Mountain off of Sawmill Road, but if it 
came from the south side off of Hill and Dale Road, where electricity is never lost, the outages 
would cease.  He noted that the Township owns two pieces of property on Hill and Dale Road. 
In closing, Mr. Johnstone requested that the Committee contact JCP&L and request that the 
Hell Mountain area of the Township be connected to the southern side of the grid off of Hill and 
Dale Road. 
 
Mayor Melick stated that he spoke with John Anderson from JCP&L and understood that there 
is a difference in the lines and they may not be compatible. 
 
Mr. Van Doren agreed with the statement made by Mayor Melick, adding that replacing the lines 
would be very costly. 
 
Discussion followed regarding the severity of the recent storms and the number of trees lost and 
wires down. 
 
Jon Holt noted a recent article in the newspaper that stated that if the substation were up and 
running, the Township may not have had such severe outages. 
Mr. Holt presented a document that outlined two basic points. 
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1.  Agreements have been signed regarding the driveway construction for the Hernick and 
Kalb residences with access onto County Route 517.  Mr. Holt stated that JCP&L may 
not be able to obtain permits for the construction, adding that “they (JCP&L) are not 
doing it out of the kindness of their hearts”.  He expressed frustration that JCP&L should 
have addressed this matter earlier, adding that, in the end, it “is the right thing to do”. 

 
2. Mr. Holt noted that the Friends of Fairmount Historic District (”Friends”) now would like to 

have the “crumbling façade wall” erected to “shield the…road from this industrial blight.”   
Mr. Holt noted the wall and the initial dismissal by the Friends, adding that the submitted 
landscaping plan made note of the wall and he surmised that the DEP felt that the wall 
was part of the submitted landscaping plan.   Mr. Holt requested that a letter be sent to 
JCP&L and the DEP regarding the installation of the wall. 

 
Additional comments were heard regarding the need to close the existing driveways off of Fox 
Hill Road once the new driveways onto Route 517 are constructed. 
Mr. Holt added that the site across the road from the construction site is obtrusive and sloppy, 
waste from the construction site spilled onto the Kalb residence and the workers leave a mess.  
 
Mary Kalb noted that the driveway agreements were signed, but she was told by her lawyer that 
“JCP&L would pull the plug if (they) ask too many questions”.  She noted that there are many 
conditions related to the driveway construction; one of which is the drainage onto Route 517.  
Mrs. Kalb stated her pleasure with the fact that the lines will be located underground and there 
will be no additional poles in the right of way.  
She agreed that the existing driveway off of Fox Hill Road should be closed at the end, but left 
open most of the way so that she and her husband would be able to walk to Fox Hill Road.  She 
added her concern that if the driveway were left open it would be a magnet for unauthorized 
usage.  In closing, Mrs. Kalb noted that she has “had enough” with construction noise, toxic 
substances being released onto her property, ruts and holes on Fox Hill Road, parking issues, 
dumping trash and the entire construction process.  She added that someone needs to say to 
JCP&L and the contractors “hey guys do your job”. 
 
Mr. Holt noted that the trees across the street from the construction site are dying and he would 
like them replaced. 
 
Dr. Voyce suggested that JCP&L be invited to a public meeting in Tewksbury as was recently 
convened in Washington Township, Morris County. 
 
In response to a question from George Cassa discussion followed regarding the State Plan and 
Executive Order as it will affect planning going forward. 
 
4.  Actions to be taken 
 Ordinance Public Hearing 

Mr. Van Doren moved to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance #11-2011, seconded by Mr. 
DiMare.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  
Nays: None.   
 
Mr. Landon provided proof of publication from the 11-11-11 Courier News. 
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There being no comments from the public, Mr. Van Doren moved to close the Public Hearing on 
Ordinance #11-2011, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, 
DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.   
 
Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of Ordinance #11-2011, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  A roll call vote 
was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  
Nays: None.   
 

ORDINANCE NO. 11-2011 
TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 8.08, ENTITLED “ALARM SYSTEMS,” OF THE 

CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY 
 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of 
Hunterdon, and State of New Jersey that Chapter 8.08, entitled “Alarm Systems” of the Code of 
the Township of Tewksbury is hereby amended as follows and all other sections will remain 
unchanged: 
    
8.08.040 Permit required. 
 
A.  No person shall install, operate or maintain, or cause to be installed, operated or 
maintained, an alarm system within the township without first receiving a permit from the 
Construction Code Office and Township Police Department as provided in this chapter. 
 
8.08.050 Applications for permits--Fees--Expirations and renewals. 
 
D.  For all alarm systems, a fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) shall be submitted with the initial 
application for a new permit, and a fee of twenty five dollars ($25.00) shall be submitted with the 
application for a renewal permit. 
 
E.  Permits are to be renewed annually. All permits shall expire on December 31st of the 
year issued. Renewal applications must be submitted on or before November 30th of each year, 
accompanied by a check in the amount of twenty five dollars ($25.00) made payable to the 
Township. Failure to renew an existing permit will be treated as an initial application.  
 
8.08.060 Standards for alarm systems.  
 
G. Permits for local alarm systems shall not be issued with respect to buildings which are 
not owner-occupied, prior to receipt by the Chief of Police of satisfactory proof that the occupant 
of the building has been notified of the existence of such alarm system, or of the intent to install 
such alarm system, and of the provisions of this chapter.  Tenants of buildings must obtain 
owners’ authorization when applying for a construction permit and alarm permit prior to 
installation. 
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8.08.080 Violation--Penalty. 
 
B.  A violation of this chapter shall exist when an alarm system emits or causes a false 
alarm. A one-month grace period shall be observed after the installation of any new alarm, 
during which time any false alarms will not be considered. False alarms shall be recorded after 
initial registration. The following penalties shall apply for the designated number of false alarms 
emitted or caused by any alarm system subject to control by the same alarm user: 
 
  1. For the first false alarm, a written warning shall be issued by the Chief of Police 
or designee. 
 
  2. For the second false alarm, a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00) shall be paid to the 
Township. 
 
  3. For the third false alarm, a fine of two hundred dollars ($200.00) shall be paid to 
the Township. An alarm company certification for the system must be presented to demonstrate 
that the system is functioning properly.  Failure to provide the certification will result in an 
additional five hundred dollar ($500.00) fine. 
 
  4. For the fourth or subsequent false alarm, a fine of three hundred dollars 
($300.00) shall be paid to the Township and a mandatory court appearance will be required.  An 
alarm company certification for the system must be presented to demonstrate that the system is 
functioning properly.  Failure to provide the certification will result in an additional five hundred 
dollar ($500.00) fine. 
 
 5. (deleted in its entirety) 
   
C.  Any person owning or maintaining an alarm system for which a permit is required without 
such permit being in force, shall be subject to a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00). 
 
D.  Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter except for subsection A, B or C 
of this section shall, for each offense, be subject to a fine of not more than one thousand dollars 
($1,000.00). Each incident shall be considered a separate violation.  
 
E. All Fire Departments servicing Tewksbury Township shall notify the Chief of Police for 
all false alarms using the form provided by the Tewksbury Police Department.   
 
All other provisions of Chapter 8.08 shall remain unchanged and in full force and effect. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon 
final passage and adoption and publication according to law. 
 
_____________________ 
Peter Melick 
Mayor 
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 Consent Agenda  
Dr. Voyce requested that the regular and executive session minutes of 11-07-11 be removed 
from the Consent Agenda and voted on separately. 
   
Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  
A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van 
Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.   

 
RESOLUTION #99-2011 

 
TO ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF A $200.00 DONATION FROM  

THE PFUNKE FAMILY TO THE  
TEWKSBURY POLICE DEPARTMENT  

 
WHEREAS, a charitable donation of $200.00 was made to the Tewksbury Police Department by 
the Pfunke Family. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that this donation has been gratefully 
acknowledged and the monies will be used to fund the purchase of Police equipment. 
 
_____________________ 
Peter Melick 
Mayor 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 

 Claims as submitted by the CFO  
 
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt the regular and executive session minutes of 11/07/11 
with a grammatical correction on page 1, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  The motion was approved.  
Ayes: DiMare, Melick, Van Doren.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  Desiderio, Voyce. 
 

 Regular and e/s minutes of 11/07/11 
 
5. Reports 
 Township Committee Comments  

Ms. Desiderio noted action taken at the recent Land Use Board meeting. 
 
Dr. Voyce stated that the OEM plan needs to be reviewed and retooled for the future.  He added 
that having an emergency center available would be a good idea for the Township. 
 
Mr. DiMare stated that the fact that the DPW is not picking up storm debris needs to be more 
prominently noticed for Township residents.   
He added his support of statements made by Mrs. Kalb and Mr. Holt regarding JCP&L issues.  
He stressed that a letter be sent to JCP&L so that they are aware that the Township is “not 
going to just roll over.” 
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Dr. Voyce added that the stormwater management plan needs to be reviewed specifically with 
regard to the substation site. 
 
Mrs. Kalb noted that the water infiltration onto her property after hurricane Irene was terrible, 
adding that a substance allowed into the stream caused a solidification of concrete in the stream 
bed.  She added her frustration with all aspects of the substation construction. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Melick, Mrs. Kalb reiterated that the driveway agreement 
has been signed and a new address will be needed for the two separate homeowners. 
A lengthy discussion followed regarding the driveway agreement and closure of the existing 
driveway. 
 
Mr. Holt noted that there is an abundance of storm debris located on the Township owned 
Green Acres property.  It was stated that the DPW will be asked to clean up the debris. 
 
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to send a letter to the DEP with a copy to JCP&L; subject to 
Attorney review to confirm the understanding that the landscape plan includes the crumbling 
façade and the understanding that JCP&L is to build the wall as part of the landscape plan.  If 
this is not the case, the Committee requests that JCP&L place the crumbling façade into the 
landscape plan for DEP review and approval.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Voyce. 
 
Mayor Melick noted that when the wall was first presented, the Friends were opposed to it.  Mr. 
Holt stressed that the crumbling façade is part of the accepted landscape plan. 
 
The above noted motion was approved. Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  
Nays: None.   
 
Mr. Van Doren noted that a Resolution was discussed at the recent League conference 
regarding the hiring of municipal court administrators.  When a vacancy occurs, the AOC will 
have the final say over a municipality with regard to hiring. 
 
Mayor Melick noted that there is a BOE meeting this evening.   
A sample Resolution was distributed at the last Township Committee meeting regarding a study 
for consolidating the administration of schools throughout the County.   
 
Mr. Van Doren stated that it would be prudent to see the results of the study first, adding that 
Tewksbury would undoubtedly have to pay more if consolidation occurred.  The January 17, 
2012 Town Hall meeting with Senator Doherty will be a good forum to discuss this topic. 
 
Discussion followed regarding the need to meet with Hunter’s Glen Homeowners Association 
soon to discuss upcoming planned improvements to the system.  The Ordinance scheduled for 
Public Hearing on 12/13/11 is for a rate increase. 
 
The Holiday Party for staff and volunteers will be held on 12/15/11 from 3-6 pm in the 
Tewksbury Rescue Squad building.  
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Mr. Landon stated that he met with the Mayor of Califon to discuss end of year issues and the 
need for a local emergency shelter. 
 
6. Executive Session 
At  8:40 PM Dr. Voyce moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Van Doren.  
The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.   
.   

RESOLUTION #100-2011 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township 
Committee hold a closed session to discuss Personnel. 
 
It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time 
official action is taken. 
 
_____________________ 
Peter Melick 
Mayor 
  
7. Reconvened 
The meeting reconvened at 9:15 PM. 
 
8. Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM. 
 
 
 
Roberta A.  Brassard 
Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


