BOARD OF HEALTH

MINUTES OF APRIL 5, 2011


The Tewksbury Township Board of Health met in regular session at 7:30 P.M. on the above date, in the Mountainville Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, NJ.  

Chairman Peter Goyer presided.

Other members present were Shirley Czajkowski ,Anthony Miele and alternate Anna Maria Miele.

Anthony Formica, Janet Masterton and alternate and Zia Shey were excused.

Debie Vaccarella of the Hunterdon County Department of Health (HCDOH) was also present.  

1. Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mr. Goyer.

2. Flag Salute 
Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
3.
Action to be Taken 

Block 51
Lot 36

Request for waiver

Erica Busch, Licensed Engineer  was present to ask for a waiver for the property located at the block and lot referenced above:  a hunting cabin located on “Hell Mountain”.  The property was previously discussed at a Board meeting held in March 2010.

The property owner, Mr. Stransky had the house on the market and the prospective buyer questioned the realtor if an additional bedroom could be added.  It was noted that the property was listed as a two bedroom dwelling, even though the septic design and approval (from March 2010) was based on information that it was a one bedroom dwelling.

It was additionally noted that the property record card in the Township Assessor’s office lists the house as a two bedroom dwelling although, according to the Assessor, this is not a legal document.

Mrs. Vaccarella noted that the HCDOH often uses information from a property record card with regard to developing the correct septic size.

Ms. Busch stated the septic is an improvement over what existed and the use of the septic has not intensified.  She added that Mr. Stransky saw the plans for the septic prior to the build and never commented on the fact that the dwelling was not listed as a two bedroom dwelling, although he stated that it has always been a two bedroom structure.

In response to a question from Mr. Goyer, Ms. Busch stated that a waiver is being requested for an undersized seepage pit for a two bedroom house.  She added that the pit does not meet the standards for a one bedroom house as it is only 105 square feet, and the minimum required size is 110 square feet.

Mr. Goyer reiterated his concern that the approved septic is not adequate for a one bedroom house and did not feel that that a waiver should be granted to allow same for a two bedroom dwelling.
Ms. Busch explained that the area is very rocky with large surface boulders.  She added that the system as presented in March of 2010 is the only thing that would fit on the property and if she had known that the structure was actually a two bedroom dwelling, she would have asked for the same waiver.
Mr. Goyer noted that the septic is better than it was as it is now a functioning system and the effluent is being treated properly.

In response to a question from Mrs. Czajkowski, Ms. Busch stated that a peat system would not work on the property because of the amount of rock and insufficient room.  She opined that a mound system would not work either.

It was stated that the original structure was built in the late 1800’s as a hunting cabin and was rebuilt 50+ years ago after it burned down.  It was noted that a house could never be built there now because of the physical constraints of the property.

Discussion followed regarding the soil logs taken on the property.  
Ms. Busch noted that the bedroom number information was an oversight on her part, and the system as built is the only system that could function on the property due to the physical constraints.

Mrs. Vaccarella suggested that the Board consider the scenario that the dwelling was occupied as a two bedroom dwelling and the system was malfunctioning.  She questioned if the Board would require that the dwelling be changed to a one bedroom dwelling to be more in compliance with the size of the septic.

Mr. Goyer countered that the dwelling is not currently occupied and the existing septic is now not large enough for a one bedroom dwelling.
Mrs. Czajkowski opined that what the buyer does with regard to purchase is irrelevant- the Board needs to look at making the system more compliant.  She stated that accepting the requested waiver would make the system more non-conforming and was not in favor of granting the waiver.

Mr. Goyer noted that the existing system has improved the situation for the property, but added that codes are in place to meet basic health requirements.  Additional comments were made with regard to condemnation of the house.
Mrs. Vaccarella noted that the well on the adjoining property would be compromised if the disposal pit were located there.
Mr. Goyer reiterated his concern with granting a waiver to allow a smaller than allowable square footage for the system and to agree with considering same for a two bedroom structure.

Discussion followed between Mrs. Vaccarella and Ms. Busch regarding the smallest capacity allowable for a two bedroom dwelling.

Mrs. Vaccarella noted that the home should be furnished with low flow devices, adding that it would be a simple provision to include in any approvals.

She added that a new well was drilled, but the County has not received notice of certification.

In response to a question from Mrs. Czajkowski, Ms. Busch stated that if this system were to fail, it would have to be cleaned out and started over.  She stated that she “felt the system would work”.

Mr. Goyer stated that he appreciates that the system is better than it was, but added that it is hard to conceive of it being larger than a one bedroom dwelling.
Mr. Goyer made a motion to accept the waiver for the property located at Block 51 Lot 36 with the following conditions.
· Proof of low flow water system fixtures throughout the house must be provided.

· House is conditionally approved as a 2 bedroom dwelling with absolutely no allowance for increase in size under the existing septic system.
· A signed and sealed statement from the Engineer is needed stating that the system is adequate for a two bedroom dwelling.  The cover letter should state that the system does not meet code for a one bedroom dwelling, but the Engineer will affirm that the system will function for a two bedroom dwelling.
· Results from a passing water test shall be submitted to the HCDOH.

·  The newly drilled well certification shall be submitted to the HCDOH.
· A revised as-built showing a two bedroom structure shall be submitted to the HCDOH.
The above noted motion was seconded by Dr. Miele.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Goyer, Miele, Miele.  Nays:  Czajkowski.  Absent:  Formica, Masterton, Shey.
Ms. Busch stated that the house should never have been rebuilt 50+ years ago.

Dr. Miele stated concern with propagating the problem.
4.
Correspondence

a. From HCDOH – information re:  meningococcal invasive disease investigation update

b. From HCDOHG – MMWR week activity –week ending 2-26-11

c. From HCDOH – information re:  pesticide control regulations related to mosquito control

5. 
Minutes

Mr. Goyer made a motion to adopt the minutes of 02/09/11, seconded by Mrs. Czajkowski.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Czajkowski, Goyer, Miele. Absent:  Formica, Masterton.  Nays:  None.  

6.
Reports

Animal Bite Report

Cat bite
03/13/11
1 McCann Mill Road

7.
Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta A. Brassard

Board of Health Secretary
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