TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
March 14, 2011

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m., roll call taken and a quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Bruce Mackie, Glenn Likus, Joe Weber, Bob Hoffman, Tom Schroth, Mary Ace and Mario Colitti arrived at 7:35 p.m.
Absent:  Matt Grobert.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 11, 2011.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  There being no one in the audience, Mr. Teasdale closed the public participation portion of the meeting.    

Mr. Teasdale noted that the Commission held a farewell gathering for Miriam Murphy on March 13, 2011 for all of her years of service on the Environmental Commission.  

MINUTES
· February 14, 2011

The minutes of February 14, 2011 were approved with minor corrections to pages four (4) and five (5) by motion of Ms. Ace and seconded by Mr. Colitti.  All were in favor.  Mr. Weber and Mr. Hoffman abstained.  
Mr. Teasdale administered the Oath of Office for both Mr. Weber and Mr. Hoffman.  

CLAIM

1.  SBWA Membership - $150.00
Mr. Teasdale reminded the Commission about the services provided by South Branch Watershed Association, most notably the Annual Water Testing.  

Mr. Weber made a motion to approve the claim for the 2011 SBWA Membership and Mr. Mackie seconded the motion.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:  

Roll Call Vote:

Ayes:  Mr. Mackie, Mr. Likus, Ms. Ace, Mr. Colitti, Mr. Schroth, Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Weber and Mr. Teasdale

Nays:  None 

2.  Tom Schroth - $48.15
Mr. Teasdale explained that the resolution prepared for Mrs. Murphy was enlarged on a white board that was signed by those who attended.  Mr. Teasdale asked that the Commission to authorize payment to reimburse Mr. Schroth for the expense.

Mr. Teasdale made a motion to approve the claim for Tom Schroth and Ms. Ace seconded the motion.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:

Roll Call Vote:

Ayes:  Mr. Colitti, Mr. Likus, Mr. Mackie, Mr. Schroth, Mr. Weber, Mr. Hoffman, Ms. Ace and Mr. Teasdale

Nays:
None  

CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Teasdale made a motion acknowledging receipt of the following items of correspondence.  Mr. Mackie seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
a) A copy of a memo dated February 16, 2011 from the Land Conservancy of New Jersey re: grants available to update your open space and recreation plan.

b) A copy of a letter dated February 16, 2011 from the NJDEP to Margit Lauezzari re: Block 31, Lot 25 Highlands Applicability and Water Quality Management Plan Consistency Determination.  

c) A letter dated February 15, 2011 from Shana Goodchild re: Wood, Application No. 10-10, Block 10, Lot 5.07.

d) A letter dated February 22, 2011 from the Hunterdon County Planning Board re: Hunterdon County Planning and Design Awards Event.

e) A letter dated March 10, 2011 from Shana Goodchild re: PNC Bank, Appl. No. 10-12, Block 45, Lot 1.

The Commission asked Ms. Goodchild to forward correspondence that is time sensitive (grants with deadlines) so that the Commission has an opportunity to react.  

The Commission reviewed the Wood application.  Mr. Teasdale suggested having Mr. Colitti, as an attorney, read through the application and prepare a report.  Mr. Weber opined that the Commission should only comment on the environmental aspects of the application.  Ms. Ace opined that Commission should go on record strongly opposing the notion of excess impervious coverage to which Mr. Schroth agreed.  The Commission questioned how the excessive impervious coverage occured.  The Commission suggested removing other impervious structures on the property (the circular driveway in the front of the house and the long gravel drive leading to the tennis court).  

The Commission reviewed the PNC Bank application.  Mr. Scroth agreed to read through the application and issue a report, if necessary.        
Mr. Teasdale noted that the ERI was nominated for an award and that he attended the Land Use Board meeting a few weeks ago to ask if someone from the LUB would attend.  Ms. Desiderio offered to attend however, Ms. Goodchild noted that Ms. Desiderio attends as a representative from the Hunterdon County Planning Board so she would not be the appropriate representative.  Mr. Teasdale asked if anyone from the EC would like to attend on behalf of the EC.  Mr. Scroth offered to attend.    
DISCUSSION ITEMS
· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board and Land Use Board)
Mr. Mackie noted that the Land Use Board Planner is working on a definition of viewshed as part of the on-going discussion re: the Washington Township Viewshed Ordinance.  Mr. Teasdale noted that the Township has changed Planners and is now using Chuck McGroarty from Banisch Associates.  Mr. Teasdale explained that he spoke with Mr. McGroarty about the Washington Township ordinance and Mr. McGroarty explained that he is familiar with the ordinance as he is a Washington township resident.  He feels that the ordinance is a little over the top in terms of the burden it puts on a property owner.  
Mr. Mackie noted that the heliport application will be heard March 16, 2011.  

· Discussion regarding possible Noise Ordinance
Mr. Weber noted that the issue of noise came up in the context of the heliport however; there have been other noise issues in Tewksbury such as concerts, etc.  He noted that in 1971 a noise abatement law was passed allowing a Township to  pass an ordinance that is in conformance with the 1971 State Statute.  Mr. Weber proposed that the EC send a letter to the Land Use Board asking them to ask the Planner to review the DEP ordinance.  Mr. Weber agreed to send his draft letter to the EC members along with a link to the website which contains the ordinance language.  Mr. Teasdale encouraged Mr. Weber to check with ANJEC.  Several of the Commission members expressed concern about enforcement issues.  Mr. Hoffman noted that history demonstrates that noise complaints do not occur during regular township business hours of 8:30 to 4 p.m.; it’s the weekend or in the middle of the night.  Mr. Weber opined that a police officer on duty could use the decibel meter.  Mr. Likus suggested finding out how other municipalities deal with the enforcement issue.      

Mr. Teasdale reminded everyone of the NJDEP public hearing on March 24, 2011 regarding the Bellemead NJPDES permit.  Mr. Teasdale spoke briefly about the history of the property and noted that it has been the long standing position of the Commission that Bellemeads proposal is not in the best interest of the Township.  He proposed that someone attend on behalf of the Commission and express this position once again.  Mr. Schroth agreed to attend and speak on behalf of the Commission and Mr. Teasdale agreed to meet with Mr. Schroth beforehand to prepare the statement.       

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Mr. Schroth made a motion to adjourn at 9:08 p.m.  Mr. Weber seconded the motion.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
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