RESIDENTIAL FINISHED BASEMENTS REQUIREMENTS
Approvals from Zoning and the Hunterdon County Health Department must be received prior to submission of the application for a Building Permit.

1. Two sets of plans drawn to scale.  Drawing must include owner’s name, address of job site, Block and Lot.  Plans must be drawn by a NJ Registered Architect or Engineer.  Home owners can draw plans only if they are the owner occupant of the dwelling on which the work is being done.

2. Drawing shall include the following information:

a. Entire basement floor plan showing partitions, doors, windows, stairways, guardrails, handrails, closets, columns, electrical, heating system, furnace, water heater, chimney and smoke detectors.

b. Wall cross section indicating type of materials used:  stud size, layout, stud spacing, fire stopping, insulation, wall covering, ceiling material and ceiling height.

3. Bedrooms are not permitted in basements unless they have emergency exit components: egress window or door exiting directly from the bedroom to the outside of the building to grade.

4. Open side of stairway must have a guard the entire length, if any part is 30” above the floor below.  Guard must hold a minimum of 200 lbs., opening between spindles must be less than 4”.

5.  Basement stairway handrails must be continuous without interruption with ends returned.  Handrails must be 1 ¼” to 2 5/8” in diameter.

6. Draft stopping is required above a suspended ceiling that exceeds 500 square feet. 

