Tewksbury Township Historic Preservation Commission
Meeting Minutes

September 24, 2012
The meeting of the Tewksbury Township Historic Preservation Commission was called to order at 7:32 pm in the Mountainville Meeting Hall by Commissioner Scheier.  The members of the Commission present were Michael Scheier, Karen Moriarty, Janet Clark, Rosemary Hartten, Mary Elizabeth Young and Ruth Melchiorre.  Randy Benson, the Secretary and Dennis Bertland, the Historic Consultant, were also in attendance.  Based on the members present, a quorum was established.  
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT

Commissioner Scheier read the opening statement that the Commission meeting being held that evening was in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, and indicated where notices for that meeting were posted.
Minutes

The minutes of August 27, 2012 were approved with one correction by motion of Commissioner Clark seconded by Commissioner Melchiorre to approve the minutes with the correction.  On page 3 under Miscellaneous on line 4, change the word “half” to the word “have”.   The motion carried by the following roll call:  Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Hartten, Commissioner Young and Commissioner Melchiorre.  Commissioner Moriarty abstained.
Claims
There were no new claims.
Resolutions

The Commission considered Resolution 2012-10 for Wright’s Oldwick.   A motion was made by Commissioner Melchiorre seconded by Commissioner Hartten to approve the resolution as submitted.  The motion carried by the following roll call:  Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Hartten, Commissioner Young and Commissioner Melchiorre.
The Commission considered Resolution 2012-11 for John and Stacy Melick.  A motion was made by Commissioner Scheier seconded by Commissioner Clark to approve the resolution as submitted.  The motion carried by the following roll call:  Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Hartten, Commissioner Young and Commissioner Melchiorre.
Public Participation
Commissioner Scheier asked if there was anyone who wanted to bring up anything in public participation.  Robert Flowers of 5 Rocky Glen Way in Mountainville stated he would like to discuss a possible war memorial in front of the meeting hall in Mountainville.  Commissioner Scheier asked how long he thought he would be and Mr. Flowers said it should only be five or ten minutes.  Commissioner Scheier said Mr. Flowers could proceed if he kept it brief.  Mr. Flowers said he is asking for approval to have a memorial constructed to honor veterans that were Township residents who died in wars.  Based on his research, Mr. Flowers estimated there were 15 veterans who died in wars from the Civil War through the Korean War.  The proposal Mr. Flowers had was to put a 10 foot by 10 foot gazebo on a stone foundation and a large stone where a plaque or plaques could be mounted.  Mr. Flowers provided pictures of the gazebo he would like to use.  The Commission commented that the gazebo looked too Victorian and a more plain looking gazebo would more appropriate.  Mr. Flowers said he would also be getting trees and plantings for around the gazebo area.  All of the work will be done through private donations and funds and no taxpayer money would be required.  Dennis Bertland pointed out the project would need to get the approval of the State Historic Preservation Office because the project is on public land.    The Commission recommended Mr. Flowers explore other options for the gazebo and return with some alternative choices.
Applications                    
Application 12-12     Andrew and Aphrodite Baptiste
                                  Block 39, Lot 25 – 42 Old Turnpike Road, Oldwick
            Konrad Dennis was present and sworn in.  Mr. Dennis is the contractor for the property owner.  The property owners are seeking approval to replace an existing door on the north side of the house.  The current door actually consists of two, 24 inch doors.  The property owner’s are proposing to remove the two doors and enlarge the opening for a 36 inch door with a side lite on each side.  Commissioner Scheier asked if it was possible to have two doors and no side lites.  The doors would be similar to what is there currently.  Mr. Dennis said the owner really wants a single door to have a wider entrance without opening two doors and two doors would also be much more expensive.  Mr. Dennis also said he would have to discuss any changes with the owners and makes sure they approve of the changes.  The Commission discussed the different options for the new door or doors.  The Commission came up with a recommendation of two 2 foot 6 inch doors with 8 lites and 1 panel on the bottom.   A motion was made by Commissioner Clark seconded by Commissioner Melchiorre to approve the application with the condition the doors would be two 2 foot 6 inch doors with 8 lites and 1 panel on the bottom.   Of the six Commissioners present, Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Moriarty, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Hartten, Commissioner Young and Commissioner Melchiorre voted in favor of the application with the condition.  

Application 12-13    Diane McConnell



         Block 44, Lot 6 – 49 Old Turnpike Road, Oldwick


Mary Kwapniewski, the applicant and the tenant of the property owner, was present and sworn in.  Ms. Kwapniewski currently lives in the apartment on the second floor of the building and will be renting office space on the first floor.  The applicant is requesting approval to install a 28 inch by 20 inch sign on the existing post and bracket in front of the building.  Ms. Kwapniewski presented a colored drawing of the proposed sign with the color options she had originally chosen.  The applicant asked could she change the color of the sign if she chose to.  The Commission stated they did not regulate the color of the sign.  A motion was made by Commissioner Clark seconded by Commissioner Clark to approve the application in as submitted.  Of the six Commissioners present, Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Moriarty, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Hartten, Commissioner Young and Commissioner Melchiorre voted in favor of the application.

Application 12-14   Joseph and Justine Caraccciolo

                                            Block 41, Lot 1 – 6 Joliet Street, Oldwick


Justine Caracciolo, the owner of the property and Ezio Columbro, the architect for the owner, were present and sworn in.  Mr. Columbro stated they are requesting some new improvements that were not on the original application the Commission approved.  The first improvement was to remove the existing fence in front of the house and replace it with a 4 foot tall picket fence as shown in the brochure by Stern Fence provided with the application.  The fence would be natural or painted white.  The second improvement is to remove the existing cement sidewalk along the front of the property and install a new bluestone walkway to replace the existing brick walkway from the driveway to the front door as shown in the sketch plan provided with the application.  The current sidewalk is in a state of disrepair and is getting pushed up with tree roots.  It also does not continue past the property.  The final item is the current driveway has an asphalt apron that has fallen apart.  The applicant would like to remove the apron and install a Belgium block apron from the street 13 feet into the driveway.  The Belgium block would be set on edge and not be broad faced.  A motion was made by Commissioner Clark seconded by Commissioner Moriarty to approve the application as submitted.  Of the six Commissioners present, Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Moriarty, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Hartten, Commissioner Young and Commissioner Melchiorre voted in favor of the application.
 Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the Commission, a motion was made by Commissioner Clark and seconded by Commissioner Scheier to adjourn the meeting.  A voice vote was taken and all of the Commission members present voted in favor of adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:09 PM.

Respectfully submitted

Randall Benson 
Secretary, Historic Preservation Commission
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