EQUESTRIAN COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, February 2, 2012

The Tewksbury Township Equestrian Committee met on the above date in the Municiple Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:45pm.

Present:  Dana Desiderio (DD), Don Broughton (DB), Patty Clucas (PC), and Ann Rotunno (AR).

Absent:  Ilaria Borghese (IB), Todd Brooks (TB), and Kristin Schmolze (KS).

Public:  No one from the public was in attendance.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT

Opening Meeting

DB opened the meeting. Minutes from the February 3rd, 2011 meeting were unanimously approved.

Nominations included:


DB nominated PC as Chair; it was seconded by DD.


DD nominated DB as Vice Chair; it was seconded by PC.


PC nominated AR as Secretary; it was seconded by DB

DD, in her new position as mayor, described what she would like to see from the Committee in the coming year and offered suggestions on how the Committee could become more available to the equestrian community including reviving Equestrian Welcome-Wagon Baskets, utilizing Committee brochures again and working more closely with other Township committees.

Topics Discussed at this Meeting

Annual Budget

The budget for 2012 is being submitted this month.

Additional Committee Members

AR has been newly appointed to the Committee.

Township Committee Communication

The Committee discussed the need for better communication between the various township committees to improve the success of the Equestrian Committee.  Committee members will compile ideas for improvement to be reviewed at next month’s meeting.

Committee Meeting Attendance/Membership


The topic of lack of member attendance at meetings was a concern for all present.  Another piece to improving the success of the Equestrian Committee is having active members who are able to attend the majority of scheduled meetings throughout the year.  PC will reach out to Shana Goodchild to determine requirements and if alternative members will be sought to replace those who cannot attend the majority meetings.

Objectives and Awareness

PC will work with DB on reviewing objectives from last year that have carried over to this year.  All Members will submit ideas on other objectives, as well as, awareness of the Equestrian Committee to PC for review at our next meeting.

Equestrian Committee Brochures

DB made a motion to have 500 Equestrian Committee Brochures printed for distribution throughout the Township including locations such as the banks, restaurants, Town Hall, and local realtor offices.  Motion was seconded by DD.

Horse Crossing Signs

PC attended a Scenic Roads Committee (SRC) meeting last year and gained approval for Horse Crossing signs at a number of locations including one at either end of Meadow Road and two signs along Farmersville Road.  The Committee will continue to work with the SRC to place future signs.

Miscellaneous

TB has researched other equestrian committees and similar organizations to look at the ways they are representing their equine communities.  He compiled the information in copies for each Committee Member to review.

IB’s list of Township residents:  Ilaria started a spreadsheet in 2009 that contained current Tewksbury residents.  Utilities, companies and duplicates would be weeded out and then the list would be passed from committee member to committee member for ‘horse people’ members know to be highlighted as such.  This list would then serve as a basis to work from to advise people of the Equestrian Committee, the TTA and various equine-related things to do in the area.  Ilaria is looking into getting a 2011 list of Tewkbury residents so this list can be put to use this year.

Last year the Land Use Board (LUB) was provided with maps of the trail system by Karen Taylor.  Since no official maps are printed, township tax maps were used with the current trails drawn marked.

The next scheduled Equestrian Committee meeting will be held on Thursday, March 2nd, 2012 at 7:30pm.  A calendar of remaining 2012 meetings will be set and made public after the next meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m. by motion of DB and seconded by PC.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ann Rotunno
