Information for residents and businesses connected to the 

Sewer Service System, Oldwick concerning prohibited discharge 

The Township of Tewksbury is asking all users connected to the sewer system to avoid discharging any unauthorized non-sanitary materials to the system.  Unauthorized discharges include anything other than household sanitary wastewater, e.g., wastewater generated by the use of toilet, bathtub, shower, laundry and kitchen facilities.  Materials such as toxic, hazardous, or otherwise regulated substances must not be disposed to the sewer.  These substances include, but are not limited to paints, varnishes/lacquers, thinners, mineral spirits, nail polish and removers, gasoline and other petroleum or fuels, pesticides, herbicides, or unused pharmaceutical products (medications).  Further, the connection of sump pumps, roof-drains, swimming pool drains, or any other source to the municipal sewers is strictly prohibited as per previous notices.  The prohibited discharges jeopardize proper operation of the Township’s wastewater treatment plant.

Why are Unauthorized Non-Sanitary Discharges Prohibited?

The Township operates the Oldwick Wastewater Treatment Plant under a permit from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP).  The NJDEP approves the annual renewal of this permit based upon its safe operation within the limits they establish.  Monthly and quarterly sampling and flow metering is performed under the direction of the Township’s Engineer to assure that chemical constituents and wastewater flows are within permitted limits.  Sampling results are reported by a certified laboratory and forwarded to the NJDEP.  Detections of regulated substances or their constituent compounds or degradation products in wastewater samples could result in fines from the NJDEP, and could require possible remedial action on the part of the Township.  The Township’s Engineer has reported that certain regulated compounds have been detected in recent wastewater samples.  These substances have not been previously detected since the wastewater treatment plant became operational.

Why Am I Receiving this Letter?

Sections 13.04.160, 13.04.210 and 13.04.220 of the Township’s Sewer System Ordinance authorize the Township to take corrective action regarding unauthorized non-sanitary discharges.  The Township has begun a systematic sampling program to identify potential sources of the subject contaminants.  Costs associated with these activities, as well as any potential penalties or remedial action will be borne by the user (you).  This letter provides you advance notice to refrain from disposing any regulated substances to the sewer, and to report any such unauthorized discharges in the community.

What Should I Do?

If you suspect or know of unauthorized discharge(s) at your property or others, notify the Township immediately through the Department of Public Works at (908) 429-0022, extension 737.  Obvious clues indicating an unauthorized discharge would be unusual chemical odors or witnessing the illicit discharge of chemicals by others via manholes or other fixtures.  Household hazardous materials or wastes, including waste oils, fuels, pesticides, and other materials can be disposed of free of charge (quantity dependent) twice per year on Hunterdon County’s Hazardous Waste Cleanup Days, normally held at the County Complex on Route 12 in Flemington.  The next scheduled day is November 10, 2007.  Contact the County Public Works office at (908) 788-1110 for details, or visit their website at http://www.co.hunterdon.nj.us/depts/miscinfo/cleanup.htm.

If you have any questions, please contact me at the Department of Public Works.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation regarding the safe and efficient operation of your wastewater system.

